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PARTICULAR SUBJECT 
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M AR R I A G E. 


MARRIAGE IS HONOURABLE IN ALL — BUT WHORE- 
MONGERS AND ADULTERERS GOD WILL JUDGE» 


Heb, xiii, hs 


HERE doth not ſeem to be a ſubject 

8 D. in the whole compaſs of human af- 

fairs, on which depends ſo much of 

he happineſs, both in civil and domeſtick 

life, as on the right underſtanding and uſe of 

marriage. It is an inſtitution of divine autho- 

rity, and to which the ſerious attention of ra- 
tional beings is moſt largely called, 


Vox. III. nm Our 
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Our preſent reflections on the ſubject are, 
however, addreſſed principally to that numerous 
body of mankind, which claims the diſtinction 
of chriſtian believers ; who, it is preſumed, are, 
in ſome ſenſe or other, the greater part of the 
inhabitants of this country, as well as many 
other countries of the globe. 

Chriſtianity, although in ſome reſpects di- 
verſely repreſented, taketh cognizance of this 


inſtitution, as a moſt important ſubject ok re- 
gulation in human life. | 


Human nature may be, and moſt likely 1s, 
much the ſame, in all ages and all nations; and 
one of the ſtrongeſt features, if not the very 
ſtrongeſt in the human character, is that of the 
mutual attachment of the fexes. A mutual 
attachment of this kind, indeed, more or leſs 
ſtrong, pervades all the ranks of animal exiſt- 
ence; and it is one of the moſt curious obſer- 
vations in natural philofophy, that it preſents its 
various appearances in the vegetable world alſo. 


It may likewiſe be remarked, as relative to 
the ſubject, and its divine adaption to an orderly 
method 
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method of repleniſhing the earth, that this at- 
tachment is a mean of creation, and of perpe- 
tuating much good upon the whole; a bond of 
union and pleaſure, which, as proceeding from 
an infinitely wiſe Creator and gracious Gover- 
nor, muſt be the beſt calculated to promote the 
higheſt degree of ſocial happineſs, of any that 
could have been deviſed, 


But there is a wide diſtinction between that 
which is right in the gratification of this attach- 
ment among men, and that gratification which 
may be, and undoubtedly is, conſiſtent with 
order, among inferior beings. This diſtinction 
may be called an obvious one, and conſidered 
by ſome of my readers as unneceſſarily made 
in this place. But ſo long as human paſſion, 
licentiouſneſs, and wantonneſs, continue, ſo 
much as they now do, to debaſe the human 
character, and fink it in ſenſuality nearly to the 
level of the beaſts that periſh, ſo long will it be 
neceſſary to warn mankind againſt thoſe licen- 
tious indulgences, by which they depart from 
the privileged dignity of their being, and mingle 
in ſhame and corruption 


a The 
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The inſtitution of marriage, as undoubtedly 
intended to be at once ſubſervient to the orderly 
propagation of the ſpecies, the moſt happy ſo- 
ciety, and the moſt endearing confidence, is a 
law on humanity, which requires a ſtudious, 
religious, and moſt refined obedience. Per- 
haps not an obedience as to an univerſal obli- 
cation on all men to marry: that, certainly, in 
the general order of the chriſtian religion, can- 
not be a part; for while every individual of the 
ſpecies is not naturally or morally capable of 
ſuſtaining the wedded character, either with 
good to themſelves, or a good with reference 
to the whole of their fellow beings ; it may be, 
and ſometimes is, a ſuperior advantage in both 
reſpects, for ſome to remain unconnected in 
that relation. 


The ſuperior call of religion, to the diſcharge 
of particular religious and relative duties, for 

the good of others, is a call which may be 
ſometimes wiſely and mercifully impreſſed upon 
the minds of individuals, by Him who, as Lord 
of the heart, communicates counſel, the moſt 
fit for every the minuteſt purpoſe of his moral 
government: by Him who not only governs the 

| i whole 


\ 
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whole creation by the orderly laws of righteouſ- 
neſs and truth; but without a belief in whoſe 
particular providence, it is preſumed the higheſt 
happineſs cannot be conferred. And to per- 
ſons whoſe minds are ſo circumſtanced, their 
refraining from marriage may be as much a 
part of good order and duty, as the general call 


is, to the general diſcharge of duties in the 
married ſtate. f 


Some there undoubtedly are, who from na- 
tural conſtitution (in which the degree of ten- 
dency to union may vary ſo much, that no 
two perſons may be exactly alike) have ſmall 
inclination in themſelves towards an intercourſe 
with the other ſex. This conſciouſneſs may 
rightly operate upon, and determine their 
choice, to remain ſingle: and in that fingle 
ſtate, they may have duties, very important to 
the general welfare of ſociety, to diſcharge. 


Their talents for the acquiſition and diffu- 
ſion of uſeful knowledge; may have a more 
ample and uſeful ſcope: their activity in aiding 
plans of publick uſefulneſs may be the more 
etectual, and the ſucceſs attendant on their 


B 3 exertions 
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exertions in their private affairs, may become 
a ſource of ability to help others, under the va- 
rious difficulties and maladies to which human 
nature is incident. Theſe perſons, therefore, 
ſo employed, may be filling up their pro- 
per ſtations in ſociety, and may, equally with 
the married, be found in the ranks of the 
« honourable.” 


But mankind ſhould conſider this as a truth 
which concerns them, that a penurious, un- 
ſympathizing, or indölent courſe of mere exiſt- 
ence, however ſtrictly chaſte, can admit of no 
counter- balance, even in the ſight of heaven, 
for a voluntary exemption from the general 
cares of a married life: it ſhould alſo be con- 
ſidered, that perſons of ſuch a deſcription will 
have ſmall right to complain of the unamiable 
light, in which they will not fail to be conſi- 
dered, by the more affectionate and liberal 
part of their fellow beings. Such, either in 
themſelves or from their ſtation, can have no 
pretenſions to the diſtinction of © honourable.” 


But we will return with pleaſure to the 
ome! {cripture . that © marriage is 
« honourable.” 
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MN honourable.” It is really with pleaſure that 
L return to it, and with affurance alſo that I 
ſhall be joined in the fulleſt approbation, by the 
greater part of my fair readers, to whom 1 
would gladly addreſs as pleaſing a doctrine as 

may be conſiſtent with truth and propriety. 
That marriage is in itfelf honourable, we will 
gladly believe, for ſundry reaſons, beſide the 
pleaſure which our nature is ſo generally prone 
to expect from it: as, fir/t, becauſe the Creator 
of all things, the original, infinitely wiſe, and 
good Legiſlator, was pleaſed to inſtitute it, and. 
ſanction it by his bleſſing, in the earlier and 
more ſimple ages of the world, in which the 
offspring of marriage was conſidered as the firſt 
and diſtinguiſhing kind of the riches of human 
life, Such an offspring were the bleſſings of 
pious and honourable women—the bleſſings of 
patriarchs and good men—even bleſſings by 
which the promiſes of rewards were Wals and 
the benefits of the true church were ſet forth. 
Thus Abraham had the promiſe of having his 
name perpetuated in a numerous poſterity, more 
than the fiars of heaven far multitude. And again 
in 
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in Pſalms: Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: 
and the fruit of the womb is his reward. 


Secondly ; Becauſe our Bleſſed Saviouk him- 
ſelf, who was the pattern of all purity, and his 
ſanction the infallible ſanCtion of heaven, was 
pleaſed to honour a marriage ſolemnity with 
his preſence, in Cana of Galitee; and to chuſe 
that publick occaſion for working a miracle, as 
well to contribute to the pleaſure of the feſti- 
val, as to ſhew his miraculous power. And 
again, the viſion of the new Jeruſalem, ſeen and 
deſcribed by the inſpired. apoſtle in the Revela- 
tions, is ſet forth in a beautiful manner, by the 
figure of a bride: © I ſaw the holy city, new 
« Jeruſalem, deſcending down from God out 
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 


0e her huſband.” 


And, finally ; The glorious conſummation of 
the goſpel covenant, and the beatifick union of 
the church with her head and © high-prieſt for 
« ever,” is in the ſame book ſet forth by the 
figure of a marriage—in which deſcription the 
church triumphant in heaven is made to ex- 
claim | in ſtrains of thankſgiving and praiſe: 


« Let 
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« Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 
« unto Gop, for the marriage pf the Lamb is 
« come, and the br:de hath made herſelf ready.” 


Thus much for the divinity of the inſtitu- 
tion, and the inconteſtible and beautiful ſane- 
tion of marriage! 


It remains now, for us cloſely to conſider 
the important ſubject, with regard to thoſe 
who, from natural diſpoſition and other circum- 
ſtances, are deſirous of entering into that ſtate 

or who feel themſelves naturally defirous of 
that kind of intercourſe, which is the common 
propenſity of human nature. 


Moſt rational 3 are ſo conſtituted by the 
goodneſs of their Creator, that (notwithſtand- 
ing their liability to err, and their proneneſs to 
fall into the practice of error) they would not, 
of premeditated and voluntary choice, break 
through the order of virtue, and wantonly do 
violence to the laws of righteouſneſs. The 
failings and fins of mankind are gradual, and 
acquire ſtrength and malignity from evil exam- 


ple, 
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TY and flow beginnings” of unfaithfulneſs to 
convictions of right and wy | 


Independently of the too common doctrines 
of illicit intercourſe, between the ſexes in bar- 
barous nations, (which indeed are common 
favourite allegations of the confirmed licen- 


tious, hardened, and wicked) moſt men are 


perſuaded in their own minds, that the pre- 
cepts againſt whoredom, fornication, and adul- 
tery, are rightly and divinely founded. 


I preſume, therefore, that it will not be 
neceſſary here, to adduce arguments, to ſatisfy 
any reaſonable man, that under the laws of 
righteouſneſs, he is not at liberty to ſeek any 
ſenſual gratification, of the kind to which we 
allude, but in the ſanctioned and © honourable” 


| Nate of © marriage.” And if he be ſo con- 


vinced in himſelf, his acting, or even willing 
to act, contrarily to ſuch a conviction, muſt 
conſequently render him obnoxious to that 
memorable ſcripture declaration: Whore- 
© mongers and adulterers Gop will judge,” 


To 
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To plead the impetuoſity of paſſion, and tlie 
ſtrength of natural propenſity, in extenuation 
of their licentious offences, were unreaſonable 
and impious: ſuch a kind of argument might, 
by the ſame rule of reaſoning, be brought to 
excuſe pride, covetouſneſs, envy, malice the 
habits of luxury, drunkenneſs, and all the other 
enormities, which diſorder ſociety, and deform 
the face of the marvellous creation of Gop ! 


To the important and honourable ſtate of 
marriage, to the peculiarity of its allowable in- 
tercourſe, would I wiſh to fix the attention, 
and the regulated defire, of the warmly-aftec- | 
tioned, who are yet willing to be virtuous, 


And as inducements to ſuch a reſtricted, yet 
ſufficiently extenſive, indulgence of natural at- 
tachment and defire, as in the caſe of every 

other ſpecies of orderly and virtuous conduct, 
vue have arguments the moſt ſtrong and ratio- 
nal, as well as moſt abundant, in ſtore. The 
neceſſary limits, indeed, of our deſign in this 
place, will not allow us to cite many arguments; 
but by that divine aſſiſtance, which accompa- 
nies the works of as, we (hall endeavour 


to 
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| to place and conſider ſome of them in their 
2 8 5 light. 


The great general principle on which we 
will proceed, is this moſt ſimple and undeniable 
one :—That happineſs is the object which all 
men have immediately or remotely in view, 
from what they engage in. No man deviſeth 
a ſcheme, in whatſoever ſtate of mind or deſire 
he *findeth himſelf, without propoſing in his 
mind ſome kind and degree of happineſs, as the 
event of it, There is no man who would not 
willingly be accounted a wiſe man rather than a 
fool: no reaſonable man, who would not rather, 
on reflection, be able to conſider himſelf as 
having ated wiſely than fooliſhly. It is then 
the greateſt wiſdom for any man to endeavour 
ſo to act, as that on reflection he may be eaſy 
and ſatisfied with himſelf. For though the 
action, or paſſion, or gratification of a moment, 
may be pleaſant to his ſenſe in the abſence of 
reflection; yet, as reflection ill come, which 
may far exceed in duration the moment of in- 
dulgence; and that long reflection may be 
attended with a poignancy of pain, it becomes 
a man who would be eſteemed, or have any 


quit 


DIsskRTATION ON MARRIAGE, 19 


juſt pretence for eſteeming himſelf, wiſe, ſo 
ſtrictly to forego the improper momentary in- 
dulgence, as that he may eſcape the life-time 
of pain. If he acts otherwiſe, he will act as a 
fool, and muſt ever afterwards have to conſider 
himſelf 3 in no better light. | 


Or if he ſhould haſtily forget his improper 
conduct, it will be at beſt but an argument of 
his weakneſs or depravity: from the former of 
which he can hope for no final advantage, 
while from the latter the diſadvantage is great 
and certain. Add to this, that one forbidden 
and injurious gratification naturally ſtrengthens 
the appetite for more, not only of the ſame 
kind, but of other kinds, and lays open the 
heart for the unconquerable depredations of 
vice, and a general corruption of principle. 


In ſhort, ſuch a man, beſide the evil example 
which he exhibits to mankind around him, 
(ho, notwithſtanding a fancied ſecrecy in the 
commiſſion of his crimes, will at length, and 
perhaps ſoon, learn to conſider him as a vicious 


character) renders himſelf perpetually and com- 
pletely unhappy. 


80 
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: So much with regard to himſelf : and next 
with regard tp his accomplice in lewdneſs ;— 


If he firſt ſeduce her himſelf, he will do her 
an injury, which, in any altered ſtate of his 
mind, in future, he can never be able to re- 
pair. Infinite mercy, by regarding her in a 
ſtate of future penitence and contrition, may 
hold her pardoned and accepted, and may even 
eſtabliſh her in the conſciouſneſs of chaſtity of 

mind, and the ſufficiency of atonement for 
that which is paſt. | 


But in proportion to that alteration, will 
often be the keenneſs of regret, that ſhe ſhould 
ever have been ſeduced from the path of virtue. 
She may remember her ſeducer with forgive- 
neſs and pity ; but never without pain. The 
only plauſible pretence of an adequate recom- 
pence, is marriage, if circumſtances admit of it 
but even ſuch a marriage, ſo little intitled to 
the ſcripture meaning of © honourable,” will 


not be a complete and ſatisfactory reparation of 
the preceding folly. | 
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Neither can any man warrantably plead in 
his favour, that his ſenſual commerce was in- 
dulged among women previouſly diſhonoured, 
and become common proſtitutes, 


It muſt be a poor and unworthy reflection 
for a man of ſenſe to amuſe himſelf with, that 
he had ſo little delicacy as to ſeek a ſecret gra- 
tification, from an intercourſe with one, who - 
regarded him only for his money and his lewd- 
neſs, and who the next hour would receive into 
her arms any dull, unſentimental, or vulgar 
perſon, who ſhould happen to make his ad- 
vances to her, or rather would impudently ſeek 
the embraces of ſuch a perſon, from the ſame 


needy and voluptuous motives which led her 
to receive his. 


A man of reflection and ſenſibility having 
ſo acted, muſt feel in himſelf a conſcious ſhame 
on the recollection of his conduct, when in the 
company of women of real delicacy, and who 
are actuated by the chaſte and virtuous princi- 
ples of love: he muſt conſider himſelf as un- 
| worthy of an aſſociation with them; and ſhould 
he with to make ſerious propoſals of marriage 


to 
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to one of this amiable claſs,. he muſt be con- 
ſcious of his great unworthineſs, on account 
of hidden irregularities, which he would be 
both aſhamed and afraid to have her know of : 


irregularities which ſhe had an equal right to 


allow herſelf a gratification in, and to conceal 
from a huſband ; but which, ſhould he after- 
wards find ſhe had been guilty of, would not 
fail to render her diſagreeable in his ſight, and 
the object of his diſguſt, if not abhorrence, in 
proportion to the ſecrecy of her intrigues, and 
the hypocrify of her heart. 


But with + to commerce with common 


proſtitutes; it muſt be allowed, that promiſ- 


cuous proſtitution is an evil in itſelf, becauſe 
obviouſly deſtructive of every thing chaſte, 
amiable, and delicate, in the female mind: a 
vice tending to mental depravity and bodily | 


corruption ; and the ſure ſource of unhappineſs 


and miſery. 


Every man, who, by his illicit practice, en- 
courages proſtitution in women, is the enemy 


of their peace and happineſs, ſo far forth as he 


is connected with them. 


Though 


- 
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Though it were poſſible for a man ſo to 
conduct a courſe of intrigue, and illicit ſenſual 
intercourſe, as that no human being but the 
female party or parties concerned may be ac- 
quainted therewith, yet is it to be remembered, 
that the higheſt offence, and the moſt daring 
inſult, is that done againſt the revealed purity 

of the laws of heaven: which laws poſitively 
prohibit every thing that is oppoſite to order, 
honour, integrity, and virtue; and call for 
every thing that is ſober, regular, ſincere, and 

„ honourable.” "They call individually on 
human beings, for their utmoit endeavours to 
promote the cauſe of righteouſneſs in publick 
and private life—in our own minds, and in the 
minds of our fellow beings. 


Therefore the man who promotes diſorder 
and viee, in the mind of another perſon, in- 
creaſes that perſon's unhappineſs: and the mar» 
who is the inſtrument of further and further 
vitiating, and diſqualifying an immortal being 
for immortal happineſs, when the only alter- 
native is happineſs or miſery in a future world, 
is, properly conſidered, a monſter of iniquity, 
and has many moments of ſorrow to paſs 
Yob BE 3 through: 
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through ; many moments of inward condem- 
nation, ſhame, and confuſion of face; without 
a claim of alleviation, from the mercy of Gop, 
whoſe laws he ſo preſumptuouſly and wantonly 
violates. 


Now -it is an obvious truth, that there is 
no tranſgreſſion againſt the appointed order of 
heaven, no irregularity in the human charac- 
ter, attended with ſuch ſtrong marks of change 
and degeneracy, as proſtitution among women. 
The delicate features, and amiable caſt of 
countenance, peculiar to the female face, ſoon 
become changed into the moſt ſpeaking indi- 
cations of indelicacy and wantonneſs. The 
innocent ſprightlineſs, ingenuity, tenderneſs, 
modeſty, grace, which are ſo powerfully adapted 
to enliven, delight, ornament, and ſweeten ſo- 
ciety—qualities which we may well ſuppoſe to 
form a conſpicuous. part off the character of 
angels—loſe, from this ſource, of corruption, 
all their genuine tinctures; and in the room of 
them leave us nothing better than a kind of 
guilty indolence, coarſeneſs of wit, frequently |! 
an impenetrable hardneſs of heart, and a vu - Þ 
garity of face, geſture, and manners, that ſhock 3 

! our 


Ur 
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our beſt feelings; that excite within us a con- 
tinual lamentation, for the untimely blaſting 


and ruin of the firſt beauties. and excellencies 
of nature 1 


The man who cannot feel the force of ſuch 
reflections as theſe, has certainly much reaſon 
to think that his mind 1s in a great degree 
naturally inſenſible; or (which he has greater 
reaſon to fear) habitually contaminated with 
evil, to an alarming ſtage of depravity ! 


The man who can feel, and the young man 
eſpecially who doth feel theſe truths, and aſſent 
in his judgment to the verity and propriety of 
theſe doctrines, has upon him an indiſputable 


weight of obligation to avoid, as much as he 
can, every temptation to the evil now treating 


of: not only to ſhudder at the firſt idea of 
ſeducing the innocent, but alſo at the idea of 


being inſtrumental in augmenting the guilt of 
the guilty, 


It may further be conſidered as an argument, 


poſitively binding on them who would be of- 
tended at the imputation of one of the greateſt 


G's 2 | : acts 
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acts of crueity to their fellow beings, that they 
cannot allow themſelves the indulgence of ſuch 
ſenſuality, without being cruel in the extreme. 
Some poor inconſiderate women themſelves 
may poſlibly be found, abandoned enough not 
to conſider proſtitution as tending to their own 
| diftreſs, till that diſtreſs really comes upon them. 
But if, as every reaſonable man muſt allow, 
common proftitution has a direct tendency to 
corrupt as well the body' as the mind—to ren- 
der wretched by corporeal difeaſe, as well as to 
fill the conſcience with guilt, and horror, and 
deſperation ; it muſt be nothing ſhort of cruelty 
in any man, not loſt to all ſympathy for the 
ſufferings of others, to be at all inſtrumental in 
producing ſo much calamity, 


It may not, indeed, always happen, from 
illicit perſonal commerce, that a conſequence Mt 
fo full of miſery may be brought on a poor 
unhappy woman ; but as every quantity of 

| Joil thrown into a ſtream of fair water tends 
to ſtain it and augment its impurity, ſo every 
degree of promiſcuous intercourſe has its pro- 
- Portionate and poſitive effect, towards the event 
of a final and irremediable corru ption: an event 

| $ which 


1 
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which hath often been EA” with a lan- 
guiſhing and miſerable death! 


We will not, here, ſo fully dwell on the dan- 
ger and diſadvantage that a man, by ſuch a 
courſe, ſubjects himſelf to, becauſe if he deli- 
berately chuſes to run the riſque of preſent and 

laſting affliction, to himſelf, rather than not 
gratify a depraved appetite, it becomes a queſ- 
tion, not of cruelty to himſelf, but of his own 
choſen preſumption and egregious folly. 


But if all generous ſentiments of ſocial kind- 
neſs and concern for the eaſe of others, or the. 
preventing of miſery from coming upon a pre- 
ſent, and an innocent ſucceeding generation, be 
unworthy of attention, when the indulgence 
of a natural paſſion ſtands in the way; if good 
is not to be done, or one of the moſt deplorable 
calamities not to be prevented, where a ſacrifice 
of our own ſenſuality alone is to be made, as 
the condition; then away with every rational 
and beautiful diſtinction; every virtuous con- 
eluſion of Socrates, Plato, Ariflotle, and Seneca: 
eonſign them at once to oblivion, Let the 
Twelve Apoſtles be reckoned as twelve fooliſh 

„ pretenders 
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pretenders to inſpiration, and impoſers on the 
better ſenſe of mankind: yea, let the Teacher 
himſelf of thoſe trifling doctrines which were 
taught upon the Mount of Olives, be ridiculed 
as a dull and viſionary enthuſiaſt! Let ſuch 
wiſer and more authoriſed perſons attend at the 
foot of His crofs, who lived a life of immacu- 
late purity, for the purpoſe of inſtruction and 
admonition; and who died for the reformation 
of men's manners; and there, in the perverſion 
of the powers of their minds, let them ridicule 
Him, with more than jewiſh, with more than 
heathen, mockery! And laſtly, let ſuch giants 
of triumphant human nature wander through 
the earth, in ſearch of ſociety with ſuch as (in 
the deſcription of ancient poets) are faid to 
have corporeally aſſaulted even heaven itſelf ! 


But to ſay no more, in the ſtile of cenſure, 
on that defection and depravity of mind, which 

I hope all my readers will be prepared to reject 
and condemn ; I ſhall now cloſe this diſſerta- 
tion with a few remarks, which may tend to 
regulate the judgment and the heart, in the 
important buſineſs of entering into that ſtate 

of & marriage” which is ſaid, as a general truth, 


to 
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to be & honourable in all.” To do which the 
better, a few ſtrictures on the common frailties 


of ſome young candidates for n may be 
uſeful. 


I. A part of the happineſs frequently pro- 
poſed in marriage by ſeveral claſſes of people, 
is made to conſiſt in beginning that period of 
life in a more liberal ſtile of accommodation, 
and an increaſe of ſplendor. 


II. This view is too often purſued into prac- 


tice, without conſidering, not only how far it 
is practicable in its ſupport, but how far it is a 
rational good. 


Such candidates for marriage, however 


ſtrongly attached to the objects of their choice, 
have not ſufficiently availed themſelves of thoſe 
lights of their rational nature of the beſt 
principles of civil ſociety and eſpecially of the 
divine doctrines reſpecting the principles of 
happineſs, to be fully prepared for enjoying, 
with the endearments, the advantages of benour - 
able marriage. 


Others 
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Others there are, among the laborious and 
more dependant claſſes, who are prone to 
enter into the marriage-connexion, from the 
influence of undiſciplined paſſion, without con- 
ſidering, | | 


1/2. The probable means of their future ſup- 
port, or whether they have any, from the beſt 
reſources, i. e. their own induſtry and frugality. 


24ly. Without having propoſed to themſelves 
2 part in that rational and ſentimental union, 
which may be fitly termed the marriage or 
unicn of the mind; and without a view to 
which, in reaſonable beings, no marriage can, 
in the ſtrict ſenſe of the term, be © honourable.“ 


Eut the failings, and imprudence of one part 
of mankind, ſhould be warnings to others: 
and in ſuch a momentous concern as that of 

marriage, too much regard cannot be had to 

the motives which give riſe to a deſire of con- 
jugal union; and till parties of either ſex are 
fully convinced that they deſire that union on 
ſolid and refined principles of affection, and 
Have acquired reſolutions to engage, as much as 
1 | | poſſible, 
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poſſible, on a plan of induſtry, frugality, and 
fimplicity of manners; from the whole of 
which, much happineſs may be expected; they 
may fairly conclude that they are not the pro- 
per ſubjects of marriage; and ſuch a conclu- 
ſion, while it may guard them from a haſty 
and unwarrantable engagement, in a ſtate for 
which they are not prepared, may moſt power- 
fully operate, at an important period of life, 
towards that reformation which is neceſſary to 
make them happy in any ſtation whatever. 
When ſuch a reformation ſhall have been made, 
and the mind thereby have acquired a vir- 
tuous complexion, then, not only the deſire of 
marriage becomes honourable, but hope and 
confidence may be indulged, that under the 
divine bleſſing (which is ever attendant on 
virtuous views) the marriage ſtate may be en- 
tered into with an advantage and comfort, far 
ſaperior to the general ſolicitude of a ſingle 
life, however chaſte and guarded ſuch a life may 
have been. Some ſolicitudes of the tender and 
domeſtick kind, peculiar to the conjugal con- 
nexion, muſt be expected; but where ſtrength 
of affection prevails, and the tenderneſſes of an 
infant offspring are worthily held as a counter- 


balance 
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balance for the leſſer cares of that ſingle ſtate, 
for which the bulk of mankind was never'de- 
figned ; the advantage, on the ſcore of happi- 
| neſs in this world, and a well-grounded hope 
ot it in a future one, will generally be found 
great, ſolid, permanent, and “ honourable.” 
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V. 


1T 1s APPOINTED UN TO MAN ONCE TO DIE, BUT AFTER 


THAT THE JUDGMENT. Feb. ix. 27. 


1 is a theme which may well be confi- 
dered as one of the moſt intereſting that 
can be addreſſed to human contemplation. It 
is a theme on which hath been built a great 
part of the happineſs or miſery of the religious 
part of mankind. We have, in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, many ſimilitudes whereby it is likened 
to various things ; many unequivocal aſſurances 
of its reality ; poſitive prophecies of the ſigns 
of the times when it ſhall draw nigh; ſome 
direct references to it, and many (perhaps 


moſtly allegorical) deſcriptions of it; and 


from 
theſe 
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theſe have been drawn, bothin the pulpit, and 
in books of divinity, doctrines without num-. 
ber; as well as warnings and admonitions, 
frequently with very little conſideration or: 
benefit, 


From the general tenor and tendency of thoſe 
doctrines, we are much intereſted to confider,, 
how far general and popular opinion may ſtand 
ſanctioned or refuted, after cloſe examination, 
by that reaſon which 1s one chief privilege and 
glory of human nature. And fo long as we 
enquire and reflect with reverence, ſuitable to 
the ſolemnity of the ſubject, we cannot offend 
againſt heaven, and ſhould not be conſidered 
as offenders againſt men. 


That popular writer Dr. Dung, in his poem 
on the LasT Day, has given as particular a 
ſketch as could be deſired, of the generally 

received notion; of that tremendous day. | 


& Again the trumpet's unremitted ſound 
© Rolls the wide circuit of creation round, 

« An univerſal concourſe to prepare 
Of all that ever breath'd the vital air: 
; | « On 
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On ſome wide field, which active whirlwinds 
« ſweep, . 
<« Drive cities, foreſts, mountains, to the e deep, 


To ſmooth, and lengthen out th unbounded 


« pace, : 
c And ſpread an area for all human race. 


« Now monuments prove faithful to their truſt, 
« And render back their long committed duſt ; 
« Now charnels rattle; ſcatter'd limbs, and all 
4 'T he various bones, obſequious to the call, 

« Self-mov*d advance; the neck perbaps to 
c meet 

« The diſtant head; the diſtant legs, the feet. 

<« Dreadful to view, fre through the duſky ky 

“ Fragments of bodies in confuſion fly, 

« To diſtant regions journeying, there to claim 


< Deſerted members, and complete the frame.“ 


Again; 


i This ſever'd head wh trunk ſhall join 


<« once more, 
„ Tho” realms now riſe between, and oceans 
© roar. 


« The. trumpet's ſound, each fragrant mote 
« ſhall hear, 


Or fix'd in earth,. or if a- float in air, 
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„ Obey the ſignal, 'wafted in the wind, 
« And not one ſleeping atom lag behind.” 


r A rw — * 


« The body thus renew'd, the conſcious ſoul, 

« Which has perhaps been flutt'ring near the 
« pole, | 

« Or *midft the burning planets, wond'ring | 
de ſtray'd, 

“Or hover'd o'er where her pale corpſe was 
«laid; 

« Or rather coaſted on her final ſtate, 

« And fear'd, or wiſh'd for, her appointed fate: 

*« This ſoul, returning with a conſtant flame, 
Now weds for ever her immortal frame.“ 


The pious Biſhop 7/7/on, whom no man 
will ſuſpect of intentional miſrepreſentation ; and 


Whoſe orthodoxy, according to the uſually re- 


ceived ſtandard, none can find wanting, alſo 
pa himſelf thus :;— 

« For Gop ine wade: known to us, that 
* after death the ſouls of all good people go to . 
ca place of rf, and peace, and happineſs; and 
* the Are. of wicked people to a place of ſrroto 
= and 
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c and miſery, there to remain till the end of the 
© world, and the day of * 
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Others chere are who ſpeak more . i 
of a middle ſtate. 0 


27 ha are alſo many, who, though they 
allow an immediate private judgment to each 
ſoul as ſoon as diſembodied, yet the far greater 
majority of Chriſtians of all diviſions inſiſt on 
one final day of publick and univerſal judgment. 


— T3 - — 
— — . — 2 
2 We a oe x 


Thus all agree that at ſome diſtant, and as 
it is generally ſuppoſed, far diſtant day, only 
known to the Creator. of all things, (though 
ſome have calculated the time, among whom 
Bengelius is the moſt ingenious) when the 
world, and all that are therein, ſhall undergo 

one complete and univerſal change; the vaſt 
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multitude of human beings, of all ages and all 
countries, that ever exiſted, ſhall be ſummoned 
to one grand aſſize or account, in the ſhapes 
and properties of their exiſtence in time, then 
to receive a reward or puniſhment for the deeds 


done in the body, whether _ ſhall have been 
good of evil. 


« 


Mow 
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. Now, however ſupported on the letter of 
ſome paſlages of ſcripture this opinion may 
. ſeem to be, yet are there many parts of doc- 
trine in them, and many inſtances of ſpirits 
depart:d hence, being actually in a ſtate of joy- 
ful ſenſation beyond the grave; enough, not 
only in number, but alſo force, to lay the literal 
conſtruction of other paſſages, pointing to one 
future univerſal reſurrection and judgment-day, 
under difficulties of comprehenſion and belief. 


And therefore, though we may be reverently 
diſpoſed to ſuſpend a curious enquiry into. the 
ſubject on that account; yet as men not extra- 
ordinarily inſpired have been already poſitive 
about the reality of ſuch a future general judg- 
ment-day, we may at leaſt enquire why they 
ſhould have been fo poſitive, and have ſo fully 
decided about a thing, neither revealed in that 
ſenſe, nor reconcileable with our moſt worthy 
ideas of Gov, | | 

The WOES aur be FIRES this: Why they 
ſhould reckon on one future univerſal judgment- 
day, rather than believe that a general judg- 
ment: day, in a ſenſe which the word © day“ 

frequently 
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frequently bears in ſcripture, now is? As, 


« Now is the day of falvation.” “Noro if ye 


<« will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.“ 


« Give us this day.” A thouſand years as one 


« day,” &Cc. 


To prove that ſuch a day of judgment naw 


may be, and that it is moſt probable, it may be 
_ conſidered as ſufficient to ſhew, that the com- 
petent and proper ſubjects of a preſent and 
continued judgment, continued through an. 


uninterrupted ſucceſſion of times and perſons, 


now are, and ever may be. : 


And not to admit the impiety or irreverence 


of a limitation of infinite power, in the infinite 
judge, it may be laid down as a fundamental 
truth, applicable even to the operations of Gop 
himſelf, that there cannot, in his infinite mind, 
be a poſſibility of any ſpace of time between 
one occurrence, and another which is hap- 
pening, or exiſting at the ſame time. This 
admitted, it is next to be conſidered whether 
there may, or may not, moſt probably be any 
diſtinct ſpace of time, however ſhort, between 

Vor, III, 1 the 


F 
* 1 
p 

——— ——— = == 2 
— — 2 2 —— 29 9 
— = — — — 
— — — — — - : 
— ES 2 FFC 


== 
. ˙ 
— 

— — — - —_ 
r — 

8 * 1 


— 


— — — 


— 
—— 


— mc GIS. 2 


= IX ah beers — 


— 


. ̃ ͤ ͤ—. .... IRE W=s 
1 Sh; * 2 WC 


11 
Be 
M 
1 * 
il ( 
19 
f . 
, 
: . 1 
19 
19 
{ Ln | 
15 
5 *% 
114 0 
| 
1 5 
; 1 
þ [1 
i: 
| 3-0 
0 
i 
_ 
i" 


40 CONSIDERATIONS ON 


the death of any one accountable being, and 
that of ſome other, in this world? 


And if the inſtance of our ſmall inſignifi- 
cant world be ſufficient to prove, in the pre- 
ſent inhabited ſtate of it, that ſuch a ſpace, or 
point of time, may not be, we ſhall have abun- 
.dant cauſe to conclude, (taking into our con- 
templation other inhabited worlds, and thoſe 
without number, equally under the infinite 
government) that ſuch a ſpace, or intermiſſion 
of mortality, cannot poſſibly be. 


With reſpect, then, only to this world: We 
will enquire whether, in its preſent ſtate of 


population, ſuch an intermiſſion of mortality 
er may not, be. 


To do this in the ſimpleſt manner, we will 
conſider, as well as we can, what the number 
of human inhabitants is, or may rationally 
be eſtimated at, in the habitable parts of the 
earth, Geographical calculators muſt be in- 
volved in ſome, perhaps in conſiderable uncer- 
_ tainty, on ſuch a ſubject. But if it be true that 

this kingdom, in its | preſent diminiſhed ſtate, 


contains, 
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eontains, as is commonly believed, about eight 
millions of human beings, the following num- 


bers, drawn from the beſt calculations, will be 


eaſily admitted: 


Europe - - - 153 millions. 
Ale - 8 
Als - - <-— 
America = =- =- 150 


Total 953 millions, 


But as many iſlands and tracts of land have 


been newly diſcovered, and found thickly peo- 
pled, and there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


many others yet remain unknown in unex- 


plored parts of the globe; we ſhal} not exceed 
at all the bounds of probability, in ſetting down 
the total number of human inhabitants at one 
thouſand millions: which number may be con- 
ſidered as a general medium, the cont.nuaticn 
of births being reckoned equal to the numbers 
continually deceaſing. 


We will, in the next place, take a number 
for the average term of human life, It would 
N D 2 be 
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be a ſpeculation, bordering on preſumption, for 
ſuch frail beings as we are to attempt the fup- 
poſition of a preciſe number, as the average 
term of life, for thoſe in a ſtate of moral ac- 
countability only ; but ſuch a thought is not 
important, further than to obſerve the non- 
neceſſity of ſuch a point of knowledge, for a 
calculation of this kind. And as we engage 
in this enquiry with all reverence, with a view 
rather to ſhew improbability in popular notion, 
than to ſettle points beyond our reach, we will 
take the average term of the life of accountable 
beings at thirty, though it will be found pro- 
bable, from bills of mortality, that far more 
die under that age than beyond it. 


If, then, we divide the number one thou- 
ſand millions by the number of ſeconds con- 
tained in thirty years, we ſhall have one, and a 
fraction of 18838, which is more than one- 
twentieth therefore we may ſet down at leaſt 
one deceaſe of a human being for every ſecond 
of time in this world. I confeſs, that my firſt 
idea of the reſult of this calculation ſuggeſted 
a greater number; but oz2 may be ſufficient to 
anſwer the putpoſe of our argument, and to 


ſhew 
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ſhew that a world like this can furniſh, in the 
general courſe of the mortality of its inhabi- 


tants, continual ſubjects for an uninterrupted 
judgment-day.* 


It may be argued, That ſuch a ſuppoſition 
| « has a tendency to degrade, in ſome degree, 
<« the infinite power and dignity of the Supreme 
„Being, by giving a kind of proceſs to his 
judgment, incompatible with that ſublime 
*and glorious manner in which it may be 
“ ſuppoſed he will ultimately judge the world.“ 
I grant that piety, as well as oppo/ition, may urge 
ſuch an objection; and I would by all means 


treat a pious diſpoſition with the moſt reſpet- 
ful and humble attention, 


But though it mult be granted that the Eter- 
nal Fiat can adjudge, in the leaſt conceivable 


* Perhaps it may be objected, that © notwithſtanding the pre- 
« ſent tate of population in the world may juſtify ſuch a calcula- 
tion, it muſt have been otherwiſe in the infancy of the world.” 
Granted. - But it does not follow that it was otherwiſe when the 
doctrine of a future judgment, and the promiſes of eternal life, 
were firit proclaimed ; nor that when this world was created, there 
were not innumerable worlds of accountable creatures in being; 
which is a point yet to be further alluded to. 
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ſpace of time, a thouſand millions to their allot- 
ment, with as much eaſe as a ſingle ſpirit ; and 
that nothing can embarraſs the inſtantaneous 
operation of his infinite power, every where at 
the ſame time; * yet is it to be conſidered that 
there is another character, included in the idea 
of the awful tranſaction we ſpeak of—a charac- 
ter which ſtands in direct oppoſition to infinite 
wiſdom and perception, viz. the poor, infirm, 
and trembling patzent, in the judgment. That 
patient, it muſt be granted, muſt ſtand before 
| his 
* I ſpeak here of his eſſential power, in himſelf, abſtracted; 
that is, omnipotent. But his power in act muſt be circumſcribed, 
in every work according to the ſubject wrought on: (and it is 
moſt probable as well as pious to believe, that the whole congeries 
of divine acts, is inadequate to the totality of the poſſibilities of 
divine power) for it is impoſſible, while an ant is an ant, that. 
even the Almighty ſhouid communicate to an ant what he com- 
municates to an angel. The ſuſceptibilities are ſo diſproportio- 
rate! the difproportion is infinitely greater between the inftanta- 
neods all- comprehending glance of the firſt mind, and (in the 
phraſe of a great writer) ©* the conſecutive ſeries of ideas” in the 
human mind. This impoſſibility is no derogation from omnipo- 
tence. The object, the only object, of finite or infinite power, 
muſt be fomew! at poſſible. Every thing is pofſibl- which does 
no: imply a contradiction: what implies a contradiction, is neceſſa- 
1il; irapoſſible to omi ĩpotence. And it is as abſurd to ſuppoſe an 
infinite act to take face, as infinite, on a finite ſubject, as to 


aſſert tha. GoD can make the paſt to be future, og a creature 
equal do him ſelf. | 
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his judge in the weakneſs proper to his imper- 
fection, and muſt receive the awful expoſtula- 
tion of that day, as a creature, not as a Gop. 
with whom a ſecond of time has no diſtinction 
from eternity. 


A creature is finite, and his apprehenſion 
progreſſive. And if we attend to the implica- 


tions of Sacred Writ, we have abundant reaſon 
to coriclude, that the ſcrutiny of that ſolemn. 


interview is, to him, a gradual ſeries of re- 


flections ; otherwiſe what meaneth the teaching 


of theſe words: © When faw we thee a ſtranger 
and took thee in, naked and clothed thee, 


« fick and in priſon, and miniſtred unto thee?” 


What otherwiſe meaneth the anſwer: © In as. 


“ much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt 


« of my diſciples, ye did it unto me??? 


This condeſcending language of the infinite 
Judge, as deſigned to comfort, and be the means 
of admiſſion into eternal bliſs, is not, ſurely, to 


the creature, the ſenſible buſineſs of a mere 
ſecond of ſpace or time. 
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Unity, and the ſtricteſt indiviſibility of ſpace, 
are a part of the undoubted prerogative of the 
infinite mind; but perceptions diſtinctly ſe- 
quent, muſt ever belong to the creatures whom 
God hath made. | 


The reſult of this ſeems to be, that a pro- 
greſſive, and continual day of judgment, ſo far 
as finite beings can be ſenſible of it, muſt really 
be the fat. I mean in reſpect, only, to this 
little dimiautive world, were there no other, 


But when we extend our views, in a manner 

as worthily as we can, towards the increaſed 
grandeur of other worlds, how far beyond diſ- 
pute ſhall we find the numbers, crowding on 

our imaginations, in ſupport of our doctrine, a 
continual judgment-day ! 


That I may the more fully be underſtood, 
Tet me extend the foregoing calculation only to 
the few worlds, or generally acknowledged 
worlds, in our ſolar ſyſtem, In ſo doing, I 
will only have recourſe, in this place, to the 
primary planets, in their different magnitudes, 
thus :— 

Mercury 
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Mercury - diameter 3, ooo miles. 
Venn... '- wo 
Mars _ - - . L 
Jupiter 94,000 

Sat unn 78,000 
Georgium Sidus, about 160,000* 


Sum of the Diameters 349,7 30 


We then ſay, —As 7,970 miles, the diameter 
of our earth, is to 1; {rejecting the fraction) 
ſo are 349,730, the ſum of the diameters of 
the known primary planets of our ſyſtem, to 
43757, the number of inhabitants which may 
be ſuppoſed to become diſembodied, or to 
change their accountable ſtate of exiſtence, 
every ſecond of time. This ſuppoſition muſt 
in its nature be far removed from certainty; but 
it is an opinion ſtanding on the moſt worthy 
reaſoning of learned and ſerious men, that the 
heavenly bodies to which we allude have their 
inhabitants—how far, indeed, reſembling man, 
the principal inhabitant of this earth, would 
be a fruitleſs and improper enquiry; but that 
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*I have taken the diameter of this newly-diſcovered planet at 
the loweſt eſtimation, viz. about twenty times that of our earth; 
W it is now ſaid t to be much larger. 
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thoſe worlds were created and lighted up (if 
we may ſo ſpeak) with any purpoſe in the in- 
finite mind, inferior to thoſe ends of commu- 
nicating happineſs, which he has with regard 
to this world, (a planet either farther removed 
from the fun than the others, or inferior in 
magnitude to moſt of them) is juſtly conſidered 
as an unworthy and irrational ſuppoſition, Net- 
ther is it to be ſuppoſed that infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs ſhould place the inhabitants of 
one world in an accountable ate, or in a capa- 
city for ultimate ſuperior happineſs ; and ap- 
point others, of the ſame ſyſtem, a different or 
inferior allotment. 


It A be conſidered as improbable, that the 
principal inhabitant of this little world thould 
be made the ſubject of laws fo. ſolemn. of a 
government ſo divine and glorious; and the 
principal inhabitant of another, more enligh- 
tened or magnificent world, ſtand unaccount- 
able to his Creator, and unintereſted in the 
infinite benignity of HI who made him! 


It may be objected, that © granting ſuch 
& exiſtences in thoſe other worlds, their ac- 
_ © countabkneſs 
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ce countableneſs to their Creator, and their pri- 
« yileges of increaſing happineſs, it will neither 
% follow that thoſe worlds are peopled in the 
“proportion ſuppoſed in this argument, nor 
e that ſuch beings are ſubject to the fame kind 
of mortality and final judgment.“ 


I have not preſumed to ſet down the ſuppo- 
ſition as eſſential to belief; but as a matter 
which probability ſeems to furniſh for our con- 
ſideration, and which the operations of infinite 
power and goodneſs muſt undoubtedly exceed, 
in reality and glory, beyond all compariſon of 
infinite, with finite and frail conception. 


It is ſufficient for the main purpoſe of this 
conſideration, that ſeeing there is acknowledged 
to be only one infinite judge of all accountable 
exiltences, and all the poſſibilities of things; 

the judgment of that judge may moſt certainly 
be unceaſingly employed, or unceaſmgly exiſtent to 

the feelings of his accountable creatures; and 

that conſequently a moral neceſſity for a periodi- 
cal, or one final judgment yet to come, is put 

out of the queſtion. And that this moral ne- 

city is out of the queſtion, let us draw fall 

ſtronger 
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ſtronger arguments, if not abſolute proofs, 
from a ſtill further extending of our views to 


the mortality and changes of exiſtence, which 


every ſecond of time muſt furniſh, among the 
Inhabitants of innumerable worlds, and ſyſtems 
of worlds, which we may ſeriouſly and de- 
voutly ſuppoſe to exiſt, around the numberleſs 
ſuns, which ſo gloriouſly ſhine, through im- 
meaſurable and inconceivable ſpace! With 
ſuch ideas, how ſhall we be at a loſs for a con- 
ception of the /a/? judgment being, to the feelings 
of accountable creatures, a continual now / 


I fay only to the feelings of accountable crea- 
tures, becauſe with reſpect to the abſtrat or 
eſſential knowledge of the ſupreme, and infi- 
nitely adorable Being himſelf, there cannot be, 
the ſame as in man, a diſtinction of prejent and 
Future time, for judgment—a compariſon of 
now with then! All ſuch diſtinctions muſt be 
created in aid of finite apprehenſion, and muſt 
have their beginning and their end, in the in- 
firmity of a created and imperfe& nature, 


Tf what has been ſaid above ſhall be deemed 
ſufficient to prove the poſlibility, perhaps I may 


ſay 
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ſay without arrogance, the probability of a con- 


tinual judgment, among the created ſubjects of 


that judgment ; it ſeems to me a more worthy 
idea to admit the reality of it, rather than the 
ſuppoſition of a ceſſation of conſciouſneſs, or 
ſleep of the ſoul for a ſeaſon, after the diſſolu- 
tion of its connection with the body, till the 
final deſtruction of this world, or the worlds 
which accountable beings inhabit ; and then to 
ſuppoſe that one univerſal 7eſurrection, or call to 
judgment, and a new ſtate of conſciouſneſs, ſhall 
take place: more worthy, alſo, than to admit 
another ſuppoſition, of a ſenſible ſuſpence and 


uncertainty, among thoſe diſembodied ſpirits who 


may have rendered themſelves the proper ob- 
jects of punihment, which they muſt receive; 
or, a delay of happineſs to ſuch as may have 
prepared themſelves for ſome degree of b/zf5, 
which infinite goodneſs cannot want a diſpoſi- 
tion immediately to confer, 


I fay, it ſeems to me more worthy of our 


beſt ideas of operative, unceaſing power and 


_ goodneſs, in the Supreme Being; unleſs it be 
ſet beyond a doubt, that 4 different ſyſtem of 
government, and final allotment of dependant 
ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, is abſolutely revealed, and declared 


from heaven. But this, it is preſumed, is not 


the caſe. 


It would be far too copious a ſubject, for 
ſuch a work as this, to examine and compare 
all the paſſages of Holy Writ, and the various 
commentaries which the ingenuity and preju- 
dices of men have made upon them, reſpecting 
the doctrine of one final, ultimate, univerſal 
reſurrection of the bodies of all the human 
race, which ſhall have ever exiſted, at the de- 
ſtruction or end of the world; and how far they 


prove or diſprove a poſitive divine revelation to 


the point: volumes after volumes might be 
written upon it, and the reader, who ſhould 
peruſe them, be left at laſt to think as he can, 


by the degree of light and infirmity of powers, 


peculiar to himſelf. 


But it is moſt certain that a good life, and 
the conſequent preſent happineſs, and fitneſs 
for future manifeſtations of celeſtial good, do 
not depend upon common orthodoxy of belief 


in this matter, nor upon any poſitive profeſſion 


of belief at all; an inward reverence of the 
955 ; ſdoul, 


— —— . en Rn re EE 
— —— — — — — — 


* 


THE LAST DA r. 33 


ſoul, as in the perpetual preſence of an omni- 
ſcient, all-good, and glorious Being—who is 
the Gop and Father of us all, and the Gop 
and Father, alſo, of our Bleſſed Saviour, the 
Lord JESus CHRIST, who came and dwelt 
amongſt men, as an oracle of divinity, and a 
pattern of moral conduct that ſhould moſt cer- 
tainly prepare men for the increaſing enjoyment 
of heavenly peace and glory—is the better, and 
grand eſſential part, of a chriſtian, This is an 
obedience better than the ſacrifice, or offering 
up, of particular myſterious opinion; it is the 
« hearkening unto the voice of the Lorp,” 
\ which, under the legal diſpenſation, was © better 
„ than the fat of rams;” and under any dif- 
penſation, general or perſonal, is the great pri- 


vilege and glory of a recipient and accountable 
being. | 
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Many will be found to agree with me in the 
ſubſtance of theſe laſt obſervations; but ſome 
will be unwilling, perhaps «rabie, to give up an 
article of former belief, however incomprehen- 
ſible and pregnant with difficulty. With ſuch 
I urge no acrimonious controverſy ; let them 
believe what they deem moſt ſacred, and with 
| | Which 
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which they are moſt eaſy. Go, of his infinite 
wiſdom and mercy, ſees them, as well as me, 
with a Creator's and a Father's eye; and our 
variety of weak conception, if unaccompanied 
with malignity of will, can never alter -the 
benefits to be derived from more enlarged capa- 


city of enj oyment, whenever He ſhall ſee meet 


But before I cloſe this difſertation, let me at 
leaſt hazard a perſuaſion, which I moſt ſurely 
have in, myſelf, that the more attentively any 
man conſiders the ſenſations of his own mind; 
the inward proofs that are afforded him of his 
. Creator's continual goodneſs towards him; and 
the more ſeriouſly and ſpiritually he conſiders 
the doctrines of Holy Writ, reſpecting a re- 
ſurrection, a final judgment, and the glorious 
animating promiſes of a tranſlation to a better 
world, or ſtate of exiſtence; and conſiders it in 
connection with the doctrines of infinite power, 
and the invariable energy of the Supreme Being; 
the leſs will he be attached to a doctrine which 
implies an unneceſſary void of ſenſible exiſtence 
in the creature, or an unneceſſary ſuſpence of 
goodneſs to him; and in that reſpect, therefore, 


ſome 
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ſome © ſhadow of turning,” in the adorable 
Creator himſelf, 


In ſuch a ſerious employment of thoughts 
and enquiries, I cannot but be of opinion, that 
a religious perſon will be more eaſy, at leaſt 20 
ſuſpend his belief in the doctrine of ſuch an uni- 
verſal 4% judgment as is commonly believed 
in, and be perſuaded that a more ſpiritual con- 
ſtruction of ſcriptural terms than men have 
uſually affixed, muſt belong to the ſubject: 
that beſides the general ſilence of the Old Teſta- 
ment, with reſpect. to the time and mode of a. 
final. judgment, the doctrines of the New Te/ta- 
ment, concerning the matter in queſtion, are. 
abundantly capable of this general ſenſe, that 
the day of every man's death is his LAST DAY, 
and. the ſeaſon of his FINAL JUDGMENT, as to 
the © deeds. done in the body:*” a ſenſe which 
the words prefixed to this diſcourſe by no 
means militate againſt ; but which many others 
that refer to the heavenly enjoyments of good. 
men, and the © ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
* fect, already in heaven,” abundantly conſpire 
to confirm. 
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The doctrine of a Gag and preciſe refurrecs 
tion of the body, ſo particularly believed in by, 
many devout perſons, and ſuppoſed to be eſſen- 
tially connected with that of one univerſal final 
judgment at the end of the world, is a ſubject 
held facred and moſt important in theoretick 
divinity : but althaugh we muſt wave a partj- 
cular and eJaborate diſcuſſion of that point alſo | 
in this place, we muſt not paſs it over in ſilence. 
And a few words may ſometimes be better 
than many, eſpecially on a topick whereon many 

have. proved ineffectual. 


As a believer in ſpiritual chriſtianity, which 
exerciſes the experience, as well as the under- 
ſtanding, I will briefly give it as my opinion, 
that a.man will have, in his laſt day, a poor ac- 
count to render of his knowledge of, and intereſt 
in, the chriſtian religion, who has not learned 
a better, a more ſpiritual ſenſe of the doctrine 
of the reſurrection, than the material one of 
the body—who conſiders not the reſurrection 
of the more divine body of Jesus, as myſti- 
cally inſtructive to man; and a reſurrection of 
man within himſelf, into the principle of ſuper- 
natural, and wholly — life, in which the 

ſpiritually- 


r ö 


THE LAST Day: By 


fpiritually-rainded can only enjoy © life and 
« peace,” while the carnally-minded have the 
oppoſite experience, which is, ſfuritual death. 
from this death they are not to be raiſed by the 
orthodoxy of any theoretick belief, or any thing 
ſhort of an inward experience of IEsus, as 
their rgſurrection and their life; and from which, 
if they thereby riſe not, CHRIST hath yet 
ſuffered in vain for them, 

The more a chriſtian profeſſor becomes ac- 
quainted with the benefit of this ſpiritual ſenſe 
of tie reſurrection, the more he will be deſirous 
of being prepared, and raiſed by it, into fitneſs 
for that /a/? Judgment-day, which the day of 
his diſſolution may, and moſt probably will, 
ſoon bring him to. 


And the more our minds are exerciſed in 
the ſpiritual nature of the ſubject, the more 
we ſhall be awake to the apparent unimportance 
and abſurdity of the oppoſite ſyſtem of opinion, 
however ſacred it has been made; however 
ſanctioned by counſels, and the Jodirines of 
churches, | a 


58 Cons$1DERATIONS ON 


If the word abfurdity hurt any ſerious mind, 
I ſhall be ſorry not to have my reaſons for it 
appear ſufficiently ſtrong, at laſt, to juſtify me 
in the uſe of the term. 


Nothing, ſurely, can well be more abſurd 
than the ideas inculcated in the celebrated paſ- 
ſage, which I have already quoted from Dr, 
Young, The idea of limbs and mangled parts 
of all the old bodies, that ever were mangled, 
disjointed, and ſeparated, in all ages of the 
world, flying together perhaps from diſtant 
parts of the globe; darkening the air with their 
contrary and confuſed flight; and when united 
and aſſociated, occupying one vaſt plain,* pre- 
pared by the burning and clearing away of 
numerons cities and impediments—like a pro- 
digious army drawn up, and ſtanding in the 
ſuſpence of battle—1:s ſurely a moſt wild, ro- 
mantic, and unphiloſophical ſpeculation ; and 

yet nothing more ridiculous in idea than muſt 
naturally refult from the common belief of a 


* Some curious reaſoners, or believers, have made it out tobe 
the valley of Jehoſhaphat 3 but they do not determine whether it 
mall be ho uſes before or after the burning of the world. 
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general reſurrection of the ſame particles, which 


conſtituted every dying body, at the preciſe 
moment of the extinCtion of life, 


But the impoſſibility of ſuch a doctrine being 
divine and true, may ſufficiently appear from 


this; that in the progreſs of the changes of 


natural bodies, whereby, through decay and 
vegetation, and continual incorporation of the 
particles of one body with another, it may, and 
moſt probably does, happen continually, that 
the conſtituent particles of one human body, 
or ſome at leaſt of thoſe which compoſed it at 
the time of diſſolution, become transferred to 
other human bodies, either by the medium of 
air or aliment; and may be conſtituent parts 
of ſuch other bodies, at the moment of their 
diſſolution alſo: yea, it is no improbable ſup- 
poſition, that a conſiderable portion of the par- 
ticles of thoſe human bodies which may be 
buried, in any diſtrict of Europe, on the day 
on which this page is written, may, by the 
revolutions of nature, after paſſing through 
various modifications of ſubſtances both animal 
and vegetable, become, a thouſand years hence, 
conſtituent particles of human bodies dying in 

E . Aſia; 


'S 8 of 1 


— — Ten 

— —— uy — — — " <4 
— — — —— * - * — * 2 * } 4 2 — 

ö —— — — Wu —— rr — 2 
— - * _ 4 — — 3 —_ eee oe. eos 128 — Ix I X 7 2 

en — Et HE 
- * — 5 e 7 2 E - 
- r | 
— PC pad - 


"bo CoNsIDpERATTONS ON 


Afia; two thouſand years hence, ſuch particles 
of human bodies dying in Africa; and ten 
thouſand years hence, be properly parts of fuch 
bodies dying in the remoteſt parts of America! 


And as the ſame particle of matter cannot 
be proper to two ſeparate bodies, and occupy 
a place in both at the ſame time; it follows, 
on a principle of abſolute philoſophical truth, 
that the literal ſenſe of a bodily reſurrection, 
and an univerſal judgment of all human beings 
together, in the ſame material bodies from 
which the ſpirits were formerly ſeparated, is 
à notion not only unfounded in the ſublime 
doctrines of a ſcriptural reſurrection, but poſi- 


tively an impoſſible thing. 


T ſhall add to theſe remarks, one, not in- 
deed of a ſcriptural complexion, or to be con- 
ſidered as logically demonſtrative of what J 
have been attempting to render probable; but 
as a ſtrong collateral argument; viz. that ; in,the 
Lour of death, all ſerious people, whoſe facuities 
are clear and lively, have one general uniform 
perſuaſion, that they are approaching the final 
Jeciſion and judgment of their la? day: an 
| uniform 
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uniform preſentiment ſeems then to obtain, that 
according to their deeds ſhall their judgment 
immediately be: no apprehenſion ſeems then to 
prevail of-an intermediate ſtate, a ceſſation of 
conſciouſneſs, or ſuſpenſion of judgment; but 
ö every perſon ſo circumſtanced ſeems well and 
; feelingly fatisfied, that he is going immediately 
before his judge, either for a joyful or mourn- 
ful purpoſe; and ſerious inſtances frequently 
occur of ſuch perſons appearing to anticipate the 
happineſs, or unhappineſs, into which they | 
either fear to be immediately ſentenced, or hope 
to be moſt graciouſly admitted, 

Thus it ſeems moſt conſonant with ideas af 
divine operation, on the created ſuſceptibilities 2 
of accountable nature;—with the power and 
goodneſs of an eternal cauſe; — with inſtances 
in Holy Writ, of prepared ſpirits being already *. 
rewarded, in another life with thoſe | unpre-, 

| pared for happineſs, being in a ſlate of paniſh-"* | 
ment ; —and with the expectations of ſouls de 3 
parting, to believe that the day « of death 1: is the ” 
ſolemn aff day; the day when the ſpirits of © 
thoſe that go down to the graves finally Hear 
the voice of the Son of Gop, and paſs to 
their 


* 
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their great account. The body returns unto 
the earth as it was, and the ſpirit unto Gon 
Who gave it. 


And it is preſumed, that all ſcripture paſ- 
ſages, which have been made to favour the 
idea of identical reſurrection and re- union, 
while thoſe ideas of them are contradictory to 
the laws of nature and truth, are ever recon- 
cileable to a different and more conſiſtent ſenſe; 
though the limits of this work muſt preclude a 
diſcuſſion, for the preſent, more minute. 


Neither can it be admitted, that a diſbelief 
of ſuch a general reſurrection, can at all inva- 
lidate the evidence and truth of that one great 

and marvellous event the actual reſurrection 

of the body of Jzsus CHRIST; which ſome 
have religiouſly feared would be brought into 

doubt by the prevalence of theſe ſentiments. 
That was an authenticated, divinely ſignificant, 
and awful reſurrection; ſtanding, in the cecono- 
my of ſalvation and glory, utterly unconnected 
with the foregoing ſulyect, and 9 of 
the end of man, 


DISSER- 
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AND THESE SHALL GO AWAY INTO EVERLASTING PUNISH® 
MENT; BUT THE RIGHTEOUS-INTO LIFE ETE ANAL. 


__ Matth. XXV. 46. 0 


OTHING is more common than for 

mankind to cenſure either what they can- 
not eaſily underſtand, or which, through the 
prejudice of education, they have been ac- 
cuſtomed to confider as erroneous. For this, 
four eſpecial reaſons may be aſſigned. 


LAGS” — OS. 
_— - __ 


— 
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- 1/1. The common weakneſs of human na- 
ture. 1 2 


| ah. The unwillingneſs which too generally 
prevails, to undertake the labour of conſidera- 
; pn tion, 


tion, and the calm inveſtigation of a fubjea 
for the ſake of truth. | 


| 34y. The ſhame of ſeeming inferior to an- 
other in receiving information. And, 


A155. The reluQance ef being ifound to 
have erred, by contradicting or relinquiſhing a 
-former opinion, 


And wherever the diſcovery of moral and 
religious truth is not held in the higheſt eſteem, 
as the ultimate and moſt important object, it is 
no wonder that people ſhrink from the labour 
of enquiry, and are without an adequate mo- 
tive to the moſt happy employment of their 
faculties. There are, indeed, few fubjects, not 
mathematically demonſtrable, that the human 
mind can be employed upon with a proſpect of 
abſolute certainty. But as the powers of an 
immortal mind are capable of various employ- 
ments, and muſt be employed upon various 
ſubjects, either of inferior or ſuperior moment; 
it is at eaſt of coniſderable concern, that thoſe 

ge ſhould no not be neglected, the importance 
Tan. of 
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of which is confeſſedly the preateft, boch in 
the Preſerm and in future exiſtence. 


If we admit the higheſt degree of i importance 
to ſtand connected with - /piritual ſabjedts, it 
follows that we muſt conſider thofe fubjeas 
as moſt worthy of our higheft regard. The 
fublimity of their nature muſt ever prechade 
our treating upon them with ſucceſs and ſatis- 
faction, in a trifling and unſolicitous frame of 
mind; but on the contrary, ſo long as we 
engage in ſuch enquiries in an humble and 
earneſt diſpoſition, there is no theme too ſublime 
for our thoughts, or too elevated to be con- 
fi ftent with our reaſonable _ 


— 
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The aids of our weakneſs, to be derived : 
from Satred Writ, and the revelations Wich 
infinite wiſdom has made, are aburidant 'en- . 
couragements to us, for the purſuit of thoſe _ 
contemplations, which the ſloth, diffipation, or 
falſe humility, of the humari mind, arifing from 
various, natural, and accidental cauſes, ' would 
place out of our provirice, and deyond out- 
reach, ana 
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It is excellently written in the animating 
doctrines of revelation, that © light is ſown for 
4 the righteous, and joy and gladneſs for the 
“ upright in heart.” Now as there is no light 
more important and glorious in itſelf than the 
light of knowledge and faith, ariſing to our 
ſpiritual nature: no joy and gladneſs equal in 
degree with thoſe which ariſe from ſpiritual 
faith and hope: ſo there is nothing which we 
ſhould ſeek after, with equal earneſtneſs and 
alacrity of mind. 


We may be ſure of this, that among thoſe 
opinions which are the fruits of paſſion, pre- 
judice, and the common ſupineneſs of man- 
kind, we ſhall meet with very little help, in 
the attainment of thoſe truths, which are above 
paſſion, above prejudice, and only diſcoverable 
by a pat ent and independant ſpirit. There- 
fore we muſt learn to reſtrain our ſolicitude for 
Popular approbation, and endeavour to attain 
Actisfaction from different ſources. We muſt 
elevate ourſelves above the common miſts and 
obſcurity of a cloudy ſituation, before we can 
attain a proſpect at once extenſive, bright, and 
delightful. | 


Few 
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Few men are found ſo great ſcept icks with 
regard to the reality of greater light into things 
not ſeen, as to believe that there are not innu- 
merable truths, which they have never yet 
known, and which they cannot diſcover by 
common-place enquiries into thoſe maxims of 
human pruderice, and the general doctrines of 
religion and futurity, which prevail in the con- 
tradictory and inconſiſtent ſyſtems of chriſtian 
ſocieties, and the world at large. | 


Few men, we may venture to ſay none at 
all, are fo unreaſonable as to believe that the 
fountain of wiſdom is confined in his opera- 
tions, or governs himſelf in an uniform reve- 
lation of all truths alike to all men, in all their 
various ſtates or degrees of ſolicitude: but, 
that as different men have different degrees of 
ſtrength and clearneſs of natural intelleR, pro- 
ceeding from the ſame perfect ſource of wiſdom - 
and goodneſs ; ſo different men are endued 
with different degrees of ſpiritual capacity for 
conception and communication, according to 
the frame of their minds and defires, and the 
unimpeachable pleaſure of the Almighty. ; 


And 
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And as all men have a greater or leſs capacity 
for thinking on abſtruce and ſpiritual ſubjefts— 
as, for inſtance; on the Being of Gop, which 
is a ſubject ſuperior to the comprehenſion of all 
human reaſon, (nor could any finite mind com- 
prehend a full revelation of the infinite) and 
that capacity, however varied, is natural to the 
human mind, though no ſtandard of equality 
be fixed; fo it may be as natural for one man 
to poſſeſs two degrees of capacity, and another 
five, as for another to poſſeſs but one; and the 
employment of thoſe two or five degrees may 
and muſt be as proper to the poſſeſſor, as for 

the other to employ but his one. The employ- 
ment being proportioned to the faculties, muſt 
be productive of effects unequal in the ſame 
ratio as the powers, in the three characters. 


Now all religion, and ſpiritual knowledge, 
or perſuaſion, 1s only valuable to man ſo far 
forth as it enlightens and ſatisfies his mind, 
from conviction, and leads him to a pleaſing be 
lief or hope, reſpecting the doctrine of a future 
ſpiritual exiſtence, in a mode of being to which 
the preſent feeble and tranſitory one muſt ſoon, 
at fartheſt, give place, To be unſolicitous, 

then, 
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8 about truth, in doch. a ſtate as qurs,, and 
implicit in our admiſſion of common opinions 
of futurity, were both unwiſe for -ourſelves ; 
ignoble in the uſe of our different powers of 
conception, and ungrateful towards the ſource 
of all life and particular communication. 


From the foregoing e may be 
inferred a natural and religious right, which 
ſundry learned and pious men have uſed, in 
giving their ſentiments of futurity in a far dif- 
ferent ſenſe from that Which has generally ob- 
tained among chriſtian churches, ſince the firſt. 
diviſions and « corruptions of chriſtianity.” I 
mean chiefly with reſpe&t to the doctrine of 
eternity of puniſhment, or an endleſs infliction of 
torment, upon thoſe who depart this life, not 
being in the one true faith ; or not being fully 
prepared for the joys of eternity. The main 
arguments, which ſuch writers have uſed, have - 
generally been three-fold, viz. 


| 1/2. From the ;nfuilte and unalterable good- g 
neſs of the Almighty, incompatible with the 
idea of unceaſing torment, 


24). From 
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aah. From the original import of terms in 


ancient languages. 


30% From the tenor of faith yy opinions, 


which have been promulgated by inſpired, 


learned, and good men, 


To go over ſuch a field of argument, even 
by a brief retroſpect of all which hath been 
ſaid, and handed down to us by writers in our 


language, would be an undertaking too large 


for the plan of a ſmall miſcellaneous works. 
But as the ſubject is of infinite moment to the 


happineſs of many ſerious people, and the 


harmony of religious ſociety, I cannot be eaſy 
to omit ſome few obſervations, which have 
impreſſed my mind concerning it; and I am 
the more emboldened to ſuch a communica- 
tion, on account of the conſciouſneſs which I 
feel, of a general good- will to my fellow beings, 
and a wiſh to promote the moſt worthy ideas 
of Him, to whom, alone, I hold myſelf ac. 

countable. 


T he general laws of mental pain and puniſh 
ment, laid on all irreverent and unrighteous 
men, 
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men (the fear of whioh is impreſſed upon them, 
during the time of their impiety here) are un- 
doubtedly ordered by the wiſe and good ſpiritual 
agency of the Creator and Preſerver of men: 
the Being who ſuperintends the peculiarity of 
of our nature, for the moſt gracious purpoſes 
of our improvement and our happineſs 


But as, without a direct approach to what 
we deem blaſphemy, we cannot ſuppoſe that 
He is not infinitely good; it follows, that to 
ſuppoſe an infinitely good Being, poſſeſſing at 
the ſame time all power, can cauſe a ſingle ſen- 
ſation. of preſent pain (which includes fear of 
future miſery) to take place, but for the pur- 
poſe of reformation in the ſufferer, would be 
an inconſiſtent and unworthy thought! I will 
not ſay, it would be an impious and puniſhable 
thought, becauſe I am perſuaded that many 
pious perſons have ideas of divine abſtracted 
vengeance, in the Supreme Being, ſufficient to 
make them believe that He can and will puniſh, 
from motives of his own infinite hatred of fin, 
thoſe beings whom they think He has a right 
to deem, and muſt deem, the objects of his in- 
finite diſpleaſure; and that for ſuch unhappy 

Vor, FO 1 patients 


1 
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patients there is no remedy, through the infi- 
nite duration of eternity. 


gome may go ſo far as to have ideas of the 
kind of fin, and àgree of malignity, or diſbelief 
of ſuppoſed divine doctrines, which muſt ſub- 
ject immortal ſpirits te ſuch a doom: though 
I hope but few, in the compariſon, will be 
found to go ſo far: and it is moſt probable, 
that where ſuch inſtances of preſumption occur, 
they are more often ſeen in perſons who poſleſs 
an unamiableneſs, and ſourneſs of piety, which, 
while it renders them the objects of divine 
compaſſion in chriſtian redemption, can never 
fit them for the love and harmony of heaven, 


without the change, which that I 1 is 
intended to Produce. 


But though it may be the prerogative and 
good pleaſure of Infinite Goodneſs to pardon, 
and receive into his favour, all the zealous and 
preſumptuous profeſſors of religion—all the in- 
congruous believers in his pertections—all the 
ignorant confounders of his glorious attributes ; 
yet is this no juſtifiable reaſon for others to 
give that kind of direct or tacit acquieſcence in 

| | apparent 
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apparent error —and error, too, of an s unhappy 
tendency ! 


We are not to neglect the reformation of one 


another's judgments, in this accountable and 
imperfect ſtate, becauſe it is within the power 
of the Gop of infinite goodneſs, ultimately to 
rectify all unworthy thoughts of his perfect 
nature, and pardon all paſſionate and haſty 
opinions. On the contrary, we have a motive 


to the brotherly kindneſs of calm communi- 


cation, becauſe we are aſſured, from examples, 
that much happineſs has ariſen to individuals, 
and ſometimes to ſociety, from new conſidera- 


tions of truth, and more enlarged views of 
ſpiritual things. 


For this reaſon it is that a writer can ſtand 
juſtified, to himſelf and to the candid part of 
the world, in giving forth his opinions founded 
in ſerious thought, and imparted in good-will, 
If any man has to oppoſe general doctrines 
and prejudices, he muſt” expect a conſiderable 
ſhare of popular cenſure, without that degree 
of attention to his arguments, which may be 


neceſſary to give them their full ET and 


muſt 
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muſt not be afflicted at rejection and calumny: 
but it is ſufficient for him to have acted from 
the beſt motive; not to have weakened the prin- 
ciples of virtue, and to have a perſuaſion in his 
mind that he has been attempting a good work. 


80 much may be properly ſaid and con- 
ſidered as preparatory to ſome particular reflec- 
tions on thoſe awful words which ſtand at the 
head of this diſcourſe: © Theſe ſhall go away 
“into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the righteous 
into life eternal.“ 


Upon the right underſtanding of this part of 
the ſentence, depends much of the happineſs of 
believers in chriſtianity: for in all the Bible 
there is not a text of more poſitive declaration, 
with reſpect to the intereſt of immortal beings. 


There is doubtleſs in the eternal mind, an 
immutable diſtinction between good and evil. 
What that good and evil are, and wherein pre- 
.ciſely they differ from each other in all their 
circumſtances, as referrible to the circumſtances 
in which created beings ſtand, is a part of that 
act nn. which ſurpaſſeth all human 
powers, 
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powers, and can be only the prerogative of the 
ſource of wild om and perfection. 


Man is made, in ſome limited degree, the 
recipient of the knowledge of his perfect Crea- 


tor, and according to the degree of his percep- 


tion and capacity for improvement, he is, moſt 
undoubtedly, an accountable being; a being 
who muſt be juſtly puniſhable for diſobedience 


and error, according to the perfection of thoſe 
principles of goodneſs, by which he is conſti- 
tuted what he is. But while a complete know- 
ledge of himſelf, or even of the mode of his 
exiſtence, ſurpaſſes his powers of comprehen- 
ſion, it muſt follow, that his knowledge of the 
eſſence and degree of good which attends, and 
of the nature and degree of any evil which can 
attend him, muſt be imperfect, and ſhould 


preclude all preſumption and poſitiveneſs re- 
e them. 


He feels himſelf b af huppinefs and 
miſery, which he cannot either command or 
remove, at his pleaſure : he feels himſelf an 
accountable being, under the experience of that 
happineſs or. * but to what degree he is 
£ 39 4 accountable, 
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accountable, or to what degree approvable, or 
liable to the puniſhment of unhappineſs, in 
this or a future ſtate he knows not: perhaps 
alſo it may be juftly ſuppoſed, that, becauſe 
being finite, and ever to be finite, in the exer- 
eiſe of his faculties, he never can know. There 
is, then, a powerful reaſon, why he ſhould not 
work up his mind to a poſitive concluſion 
about an eternally miſerable allotment, from the 
will of an infinite and perfectly good Being. 


Man is told, and may thankfully reſt aſſured, 
that eye hath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, 
© neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
* to conceive, the good things which Gop 

e hath in ſtore for them that love him.” This 
muſt be true, both with reſpect to the kind and 
degree of thoſe good things ; and © the peace 

«of Gop” is ſaid to be *a peace which paſſeth 

all underſtanding.” But the actual expe= 
rience of it is the effect of infinite goodneſs 
in the Supreme Being, and every gratefully at- 
tentive creature will believe and truſt in it, as 

tar as his finite powers can enable him to do. 
On the contrary, it muſt needs be, that ever- 
lafting puniſhment, or a never- ending torment, is, 
| in 
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in itſelf, what a finite being not only cannot 
comprehend, or ſee any good in, with reference 
to the tormentor, or the miſerable ſufferer ; but 
ſo far as man can judge, or reaſon of it, ſuch 
a puniſhment of helpleſs -beings muſt be con- 
ſidered as militating againſt our moſt comfort- 

able, endearing ideas, of perfect goodneſs in 
the Creator of all—the infinite ſource of ever- 
laſting benevolence and therefore muſt, by 
us, be unworthily attributed to the operation 
of his will, 


To talk, as ſome have done, of a neceſſity in 
the perfection of the divine nature, to puniſh 
any wicked, finite creatures, with never-ending 
torment, is talking, if poſſible, ſtill more pre- 
ſumptuouſly ; for we muſt, in time, and in eter- 
nity itſelf, remain at an infinite diftance from 
the power of comprehending, what His adorable 
exiſtence is; and conſequently ignorant of ſuch 
an eſſential attribute of His infinitely tranſcen- 
dant nature, were it clearly poſſible for ſuch 
an attribute to exiſt, 


" « Bur, fſays an objetor, © we have the 
« doArine of everlaſting puniſhment, to be be- 
« lieved 
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e lieved in, if the ſcriptures themſelves be 
not falſe: in what ſenſe then are we to un- 
e derſtand the words of the text, and the 
“numerous other ſimilar and equally awful 
te paſſages?” 


Let me ſay, in the firſt place, in reply to the 
common opinion, about the multitude of fuch 
poſitive declarations contained in the Bible, 
that the number is not large, which can be 
adduced in argument. Five places only occur 
in the whole New Teſtament (and the learned 
ſeem to agree in the point) wherein the future 
miſery of the wicked is deſcribed as eternal 
or everlaſiing; and theſe are, Matth. xvii. 8; 
xxv. 41, and 46. Mark iii. 29; and 2 Theſſ. : 

i. 9; unleſs, indeed, the words of Jude in re- 
l ference to Sodom be taken in, ſuffering 

the vengeance of eternal fire. But to come 
to the conſtruction of the expreſſions occurring 


1 thoſe texts, ſo far as the critical conſtruction 


of language is concerned, It is generally 
allowed as a fact, that the original and deri- 
vative Greek words &wy, eternity ; and alcovioc, 
eternal, or everlaſting, may 1n general, as in 
many places they neceſſarily do, ' ſignify only a 

limited 
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limited duration: and that their import, in 
themſelves, is certainly much more general and 
indefinite, than the Engliſh words eternity and 
everlaſting (by which they are commonly tranſ- 
lated in the Bible) are underſtood to be, in 
our language. And as it is further agreed, that, 
in many places of ſcripture, thoſe Greek words, 
and others of ſynonymous import, frequently 
' ſignify a diſtant indefinite period, or periods, 
of duration; it is reaſonable, and conſonant 
with our beſt ideas of the divine benevolence, 
to conclude, that when applied alſo to the un- 
happy ſtate of wicked men, in futurity, they 
were not deſigned to convey, and cannot 


truly convey, -the * ſenſe of never-ending 
torment. . «5 9 


A learned friend very pertinently remarks, 
that © the true meaning of Alo is an unde- 
« fined duration. Undefined, either 1/7. be- 
« cauſe it is not neceſſary to fate the limits; 
or, 24ly. becauſe the limits are not known, 
_ « But becauſs the bounds of the duration are 
not aſſigned, that it has no Howne is not a 
1 conſequence. 


9 Could 
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Could any ſatisfaction to the Deity, who in 
Himſelf is ſuperior to a poſſibility of being made 
unhappy, be conceived to ariſe from the execu- 
tion of ſuch a dreadful ſentence, on offending 
creatures, the caſe would be moſt materially 
altered. But when it is conſidered (as without 
begging the queſtion I think it well may be) 
that no kind or degree of puniſhment (ſo long 
as Gop remains to be love) can poſſibly be in- 
flicted on ſuch creatures, but from a motive of 
reclaiming and refining them for happineſs : 
that znfinite puniſhment could not poſſibly be in- 
flicted, but from motives of overwhelming, in- 

| finite vengeance in the infinite Judge; and that 
the latter cannot poſſibly be true; it ſeems to 
follow, as a cheering and glorious conſequence, 
that everlaſting puniſhment can only mean à con- 
tinual puniſhment, for a limited period, or limited 
periods of duration, and that for the ultimate 
advantage of the puniſhed! 


Buit ſome will objef that admitting this to 
be probable in- argument, it would be a moſt 
dangerous doctrine to promulgate in the world, 
among preſumptuous ſinners; becauſe it wouk! 
give them encouragement to continue in their 

obduracy 


EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT. 81 


obduracy and wickedneſs, ſo long as they were 
countenanced to believe that their future puniſn- 
ment would not be uncegſing; but that they 

ſhould, at ſome future period of exiſtence, be 
delivered from it, and made happy. 


This, were it a ſound argument, would in- 


deed be a ſtrong reaſon why we ſhould continue 


to profeſs and teach doctrines, which we can 

neither heartily believe to be true, nor find 

taught in the pages of Sacred Writ, But ſuch 

a conſequence is not. reaſonably to be appie- 

| hended, We will endeavour to fhew why it 
is not. | 


Let us ſuppoſe any reafonable being, or 
human being, capable of making any rational 
. deduction from given premiſes, to be told that 
for a ſhort uncertain life, or uncertain part of 
that life, ſpent in ſenſual indulgence, or any 


kind or kinds of immoral conduct, he ſhould ' 


moſt aſſuredly receive, not an everlaſting puniſh 


ment of unceaſing torment, but only the puniſh-. 
ment of a continual torment, ten hours, for 


every hour of his tranſgreſſing life. If fuch 


a human being be capable of any eſtimate | 


of 
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of wretchedneſs, from any threatening or doom 
at all, it is impoſſible to conceive that he ſhould 
gather obduracy, and ſet at defiance, ſuch a 
doom as this—or if this could have no influ- 
ence on his conduct, it is not reaſonable to 
_ conclude, that the unlimited doctrine of eter- 
nal, unceaſing puniſhment, would have any 
better effect. Indeed we need not go to ſup- 
poſition on this ſubject; but have recourſe to 
actual fact; by which we ſhall be abundantly _ 
convinced, that this' moſt dreadful doctrine, 
proclaimed and urged in all its terror, is gene- 
rally ineffectual to guard the vicious part of 
mankind againſt thoſe various kinds of wicked- 
neſs which deform the world. 


It may be laid down as a poſitive maxim of 
ad that there is nothing good in human 
conduct, but what proceedeth from the princi- 
ple of love. It may be laid down as another 
maxim equally certain, that there is no mind 
ſo ſuſceptible of that principle, as the mind 
which is fully convinced of the eſſentiality of 
ſupreme love, in the Supreme Being, who go- 


vebrns all nature according to the ſupremacy of 


his love, which is his unchangeable will and 
| . 5 power. 
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power. And to talk of goodneſs and virtue in 
a human being, whoſe mind is not ſtrongly 
influenced by ideas of his Creator's loving- 
kindneſs and mercy, is to talk without wiſdom, 
and even without reaſon. 


A man whoſe predominant idea of his Creator 
is that of his being an inexorable judge, capable 


ol inflicting unceaſing torment upon thoſe who 

tranſgreſs againſt the purity of his laws, can 
have within him no ſacred principle of loving 
obedience towards his Gop, and therefore no 
genuine ſource of good-will towards his fellow 
beings. He may be a terrifying believer in the 
power of the Almighty; or, as a patient, he 
may be a more or leſs miſerable melancholick ; 
but he cannot be a cheerful and exemplary 
member of religious or civil ſociety. 


There are degrees of ſuch an unhappy belief 
reſpecting the nature of Gop, and in propor- 
tion to the degree of belief, will the unhappy 
influence be; but-as the /upreme felicity of the 
human mind is ever dependant upon a ſupreme 
ſenſe of divine benignity, it muſt be our wor- 
thieſt employment to endeavour to propagate 

the 
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the doctrine of that benignity among all claſſes 
of men, while we are not forgetful to remind 
the moſt vicious, that though Gop Almighty 
cannot be ſuppoſed to puniſh them with tor- 
ments without end; yet every addition of their 
diſobedience and obduracy muſt, according to 
the laws of righteouſneſs mixed with mercy, 
be attended with a proportionate puniſhment, 
before they can be refined and made fit for 
happineſs: that they muft have their due pro- 
portion of that puniſhment which is ſaid to be 

eternal, everlaſting, or continual, becauſe capable 
of no intermiſſion from ſenſual gratification, 


when the capacity for ſuch gratification i is diſ- 
folved with the body. 


This obſervation I would particularly addreſs 
to thoſe of my readers, (for many ſuch there 
are) who though they cannot fully believe in 
endleſs divine vengeance, are afraid of pro- 
feſſing a diſbelief, for fear of evil conſequences, 
in hardening the minds of the already wicked 
and impenitent. And I ſhall here declare it to 
be my moſt ſolemn belief, that the moſt power- 
ful charm that can be uſed, for the awakening 

and” reformation of ſuch a | depraved ſtate of 


mind 


EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT. 85 


mind is, the charm of heavenly truth: & Ceaſe 
to do evil, and learn to do well;” becauſe 
the God of love requires it, as the only terms 
on which his creatures can be happy, without 
the puniſbment which He muſt otherwiſe inflict, 
(ever proportionate to their crimes) in order 
to make them fit for the which they 
reject. 


Neither let any man be ſuffered to conſole 
himſelf with the thought, that on account of 
the ſmallneſs of the number of his favourite 
vices, or on account of the comparative ſmall. 
neſs of the evil contained in them, he, on this 
principle, ſhall have the ſmaller, the ſhorter, the 
more tolerable puniſhment, and be ſoon refined 
for happineſs. It is an irrefragable truth, that 
the degree of malignity conſiſts not (in heavenly, 
any more than earthly eftimation) ſo much in 
the action, as in the motive to action ; and the 
violence done to the inward connitions of the 


— 1 the laws of righteouſneſs, 


Human judgment, indeed, principally takes 
cognizance of the motive, as outward circum=- 
. * ſtances 
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ſtances make it appear in evidence; but it is 
the ſupreme prerogative of the Aenbe of hearts 
to be intimately acquainted with his own work 
of grace and conviction, in the mind of every 
man. He muſt know the exact proportion 
which every man's diſobedience bears to the 
degree of his knowledge; and, whether the 
action be ſmall or great in itſelf, or its in- 
tended evil be ſmall or great with regard to 
ſociety we may humbly conceive is not the 


ſole queſtion with the divine and perfect Judge; 


but how great has been the degree of evil pro- 
duced by the diſobedience, in excluding His 
offered good, and ſtrengthening the * in 
habits of malignity ? 


Men do not in their natural tate refrain 
from the commiſſion of the moſt impious 
deeds, ſo much from the fear of future ever- 
lafting puniſhment, as from a fear of temporary 
ſuffering, or as from the fear of being cut off. 
from this world, which they have made their 
licentious home, and the place of their imagi- 5 
nary good. The dread of diſgrace and in- 
famy, among their fellow beings, ſeems to be 
A more powerful incentive to what is called 
moral 
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moral virtue among men, than all the terrors 
which religion has been made to hold out, in 
the doctrines of future unceaſing torment. 


When man comes to regulate himſelf ac- 
cording to the inward principles of virtue, it is 
generally, perhaps always, from the operation 
upon his mind, of a principle different from 
that of a tremendous fear, viz. from the awaken- 
ing conſideration of the goodneſs and mercy of 
his Creator, and the reverence he owes to Him 
on account of his glorious attributes, and he- 
nignant diſpenſations towards his creatures, 


Such at leaft are the ſound operative princi- 
ples of real religion; and were it poſlible to 
_ conceive a religious man drawn to devotion, and 
a regard to righteouſneſs and truth, only from 
the gloomy fear of uncea/ing puniſhment, there 
would be no life of goodneſs or worthineſs in 
ſuch a character, which could either make him 
a good member of human ſociety, or a pre- 
pared aſſociate for redeemed and generous 
| ſpirits, in the element and kingdom of love. 


vouln WV . 
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Fear, in a certain ſenſe, is beyond all eon- 
troverſy injoined us, and a mean of ſalvation; 
thus, when we read fuch an injunction as this: 
« Be not high-minded, but fear;” and again, 
« Work out your falvation with fear and trem- 
ce bling: we are to conſider ourſelves as beings 
who without fear cannot become partakers of 
a lively hope, or confidence, in the clemency 
and mercy. of heaven: but as © love: caſteth. 
e out fear,” fo that fear by which we: can eſſen- 
tially profit, is not a fear of Gap, as a tre- 
mendous and arbitrary: judge; but a fear of 
tranſgreſſing againſt a Gop. of love and of in- 
finite purity, from whom all our mercies flow, 
and who. ſhould be the glorious object of our 
continual love, reverence, and adoration. And. 
thoſe affections are the only means. by which. 
we can riſe to a ſenſible experience of that free- 
dam, pleaſure, and life, which He is calling us 
to enjoy in his ſervice, as preparatory for the 
kingdom of eternal bliſs. The © fear and 
ce trembling” with which ſalvation may be 
wrought out, though inſpired from an awful 
ſenſe of the divine majeſty, is ever accompanied 
with an inward delight, and thus excellently 


© deſcribed: © ſerve the LoRD with fear, and 


e rejoice with trembling,” 55 
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The mam who feels himſelf influenced by 
no better, or more powerful motive to devotion, 
than fear of endleſs puniſhment, may be a 
gloomy and unhappy attendant at the outward 
altar; but no free difciple of IEsus CHRIST, 


or lively and happy worſhipper of the Gop of 
love—the Father which is in heaven! 


It may perhaps be further ſaid in objection, 
that, admitting the original Greek words to be 
capable of a limited conſtruction ; and unceaſing 
tormenis to be conſequently not intended in the 
original language of the New Teſtament; 2 
yet unſurmountable difficulty lies in the way, 
viz. That the ſame word which is uſed to de- 
note everlaſting, before puniſhment, and fire, or 
burning, is alſo uſed before /ife and that, if 
eternity of torment, in. the moſt dreadful ſenſe 

of the terms, be held in ſuſpence, eternal life, 
or the promiſed rewards of the righteous, muſt 
be held as. am uncertain. doctrine alſo; which | 
would be to admit an opinion that would de- 
ſtroy tlie authenticity of the goſpel promiſes, | | 


and make that glorious part of revelation a 
dubious matter, 


| 
G 2 „55 ll} 
| - | 
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But we are not without our ſtrong and 
cogent reaſons to prove, that this objection is 
ill-founded, and without weight, For there 
moſt certainly is a wide diſtinction between the 
different ſenſes taught by the original Greek 
words, when applied to the Supreme Being, 
and his eſſential unchangeable kingdom of life; 
and every other ſubject to which the original 
of our words eternal and — can — 
be applied. 


But with regard to the ſtrict literal ſenſe of 

the original, I ſhall here quote the words of a 
moſt intelligent and learned, though anony- 
mous writer. Al, in facred ſcripture, never 
„means unending duration, elſe it would mean 
© fo always. A word of time always denotes 
© ſomewhat fixed, or indeterminate. If fixed, 
« and if applied to divine duration, it muſt in- 
5 variably mean infinite: but if it be indeter- 
© minate, it may with equal propriety to both 
6“ infinite and finite: for it neither bounds the 


< former, nor extends the latter, Such a word 
« is AI. 


The 
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The idea of unceaſing duration applies with 
peculiar and expreſſive propriety, to the un- 
changeable Source of all perfection, and to 
whatever is the eſſential preſence, or irradiation, 
of that underived and glorious nature; but as 
every thing which partakes not of his ſupreme 
eſſentiality, is neceſſarily finite and mutable ; 
it follows, that the ſame ſenſe of the terms 
cannot apply, with equal propriety, to ſubjects 
of ſuch different natures ; that there muſt be 
an eſſential difference between their conſtructive 
import in the two cafes, however unable man 
is, preciſely to define that difference: and if 
there neceſſarily be ſuch a diſtinction, it follows 
that the duration of all puniſhment, dark- 
neſs, death, and miſery, may be but as finite 
is to infinite! And no greater diſtinction could 
an' humble advocate, for the ultimate ceſſation 
of future puniſhment, wiſh to contend for !* 


* The ray of encouragement thrown out, in ſubflance, by 
Archbiſhop T/lotſon, againſt the dreadful doctrine of wnceaſing 
puniſhment, viz. that the Almighty mutt be morally bound to 
fulfil His promiſes of mercy, while threatenings of judgment are not 
morally binding upon His veracity, ſeems to be a diſtinction, on 
this ſubject, not uſeful; and, not to leſſen that writer's great 
abilities, or his piety, unworthy of him and the cauſe ! 


G7” g But 
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But to inſtance, in the firſt place, ſundry 
- paſſages in the Old Teſtament. No ſerious and 
. conſiderate;perſon, ſurely, can believe, or even 
ſuppoſe, that when we read Gen. xvu. 8, in 
the promiſe made to Abraham, of the land of 
Canaan © for an everlafting poſſeſſion -** when 
ve read Gen. xlix. 26: In the bleſſing of Jacob, 
reſpecting the inheritance of Joſeph, that it 
"ſhould be © unto the utmoſt bound of the 


c everlafiing hills: when we read Exad. xl. 15, 


that the ſons of Aaron were to be anointed 
c an everlaſiing prieihoad :** when we read Hab. 
ili. b, that © the everlafing mountains were ſcat- 
“ tered :** no ſerious and confiderate man, I 
ſay, can ſuppoſe that the ſame duration could 
be intended, as when we read Gen. xxi. 33, 
A the everla/tzps Sad. Deut. xxxiii. 27, „the 
T eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are 
{© the everlaſting arms: Pſa. cxix. 142, thy 
« righteouſneſs is an everlaſting righteouſneſs: E” 
Pja. exlv. 13, © thy kingdom is an everla/ting 


Kingdom!“ Fer. x. 10, © Gop is an peat 
K King. = 


The 1 difference in the ſenſe of theſe 
and ſimilar paſſages from the Old Teſtament, 
it 
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it is preſumed, muſt ſtrike very forcibly, and 
be admitted on the firſt reflection. A latitude 
of conſtruction, then, muſt lie in the-ſacred 
writings, determinable, according to our beſt 
_ conceptions, from the nature of the ſubject. 
Neither is this latitude peculiar to the Old 
Teſtament: the words eternal and everlaſting, 
in the New Teſtament, excepting in the few 
inſtances mentioned before, are applied to, or 
predicated of happineſs, for the encouragement 
of. men to the love of virtue an holineſs, and 
the abundant proportion of phraſes in this 
ſenſe, ſhould be regarded as a proof of the 
ſtrongeſt tendency of the goſpel, to exalt the 
attributes of the divine goodneſs, over every 
other doctrine or ſubject connected with the 
religion of men. 


We have al 5 warnin gs aga mit 3 
puniſhment; but as in the Old Teftament, we 
have, alſo, in the New, a proof, over and above 
that from the unpreſeribed import of the ori- 
ginal words, that a latitude of conſtruction 
wt be uſed, and the idea of unceaſing tor- 
ment mut be rejected: for in Jude 7, where 
the example of the deſtruction of Sodom and 


(Comorranh 
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Gomorrah is mentioned, as © ſuffering the 
« vengeance of eternal fire,” the meaning can- 
not be more than this, that thoſe cities ſuffered 
it /a/tingly and continually, without intermiſſion, 
till they were conſumed by it, or till the purpoſe 
©. the burning was completely accompliſhed ; 
but no longer duration can be underſtood, 
without rendering the ſenſe ridiculous. 


It may perhaps be objected here, © that this 
« text was nor intended to convey the idea of 
e the burning of the cities themſelves ; or as a 
« mere mortal puniſhment of the inhabitants ; 
& that ſuch a judgment was not alluded to after- 
« wards, as a warning to the wicked; but that 
« the judgment was conſidered as inflicted on 
the people, for a preludium of an endlefs 
« ſpiritual burning; and expreſſed by that figure 
« of rhetorick—T he thing containing fer the 1 
* contained.” = 


But this, it bs humbly conceived, could not 

be the ſenſe; unceaſing torment was not then con- 
ſidered as inflicted, or to be inflicted, on the 
ſpirits of the inhabitants, after their bodies were 
burnt with the city: no ſuch thing ſeems to be 
| implied 
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implied in the context. In different ſolemn 
alluſions to this remarkable judgment in the 
Old Teſtament, it is conſidered as a judgment 
particularly inflicted upon the people, as inhabi- 


tants of a city completely burnt up by uncon- 


querable fire, and never more to be built; or 
the place of it to become regarded, in reſpe& of 
its former habitations, The prophets of thoſe 
times had no idea of a puniſhment of unceaſing 
fire—preying, or to prey, upon the people ſo 
Judged, in another life. Had that been their 
idea, no degree of compariſon, in favour of thoſe 
devoted people, would have been made. Burt, 
ſays Jeremiah, & the puniſhment of the iniquity 
« of the daughter of my people, is greater than 
© the puniſhment of the fin of Sodom, that 


« was overthrown as in a man and no 


« hand. * on her.“ 


As the ſuppoſed firongeſt arguments for 
the certainty of uncegſing torments, are drawn 
from the revelation of the New Te/tament, we 
will attend eſpecially to that evidence, and par- 
ticularly to what our LoxD himſelf has ſaid, 
in reference to this remarkable event. | When 
he commiſſioned his diſciples to go forth, and 
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preach the goſpel, he told them; Whoſvever 
* ſhall not receive you, nor hear your words, 
< when ye depart out of that houſe or city, 
ct ſhake off the duſt of your feet. Verily, I ſay 
cc unto you, it ſhall be wr? tokrable for the 
< land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of 
< judgment, than for that city.” £4 _—_ which 
I would obſerve, 


1/. That the people on 8 the judgment 
above alluded to was inflicted, muſt here be 
meant; for the land itſelf was not a ſubject of 
puniſhment; and another generation of men 
were not blameable for the faults of a former 
wicked one. 


244. That on our LoRD's veracity we are 
authorized to conclude, that the puniſhment of 
the ſouls of thoſe wicked inhabitants could not 
be © ſuffering the vengeance of eternal, or an- 
ceaſing, fire; for had that been the caſe, as was 
argued. above from Jeremiah, no degree of com- 
pari/on would lie in their favour. It could not 
have been ſaid to be ore tolerable in the day of 
judgment, for thoſe who were < ſuffering,” ot 
_ doomed to ſuffer (in an infinite ſenſe of the 
words) 
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words) © the vengeance of eternal fire, than 
for ſuch as ſimply rejected the meſſengers of 
the goſpel! A ſin, which, however great, ſome 
of the primitive chriſtians themſelves, and eſpe- 
cially Paul, afterwards not a whit behind rhe 

chiefeſt of the apoſtles, had been guilty of. 


It has been objected to the oppoſers of the 
doctrine of uncea/ing torment, and it has been 
objected to me, © that there is a ſtate, ſpoken 

“. of by our LozD himſelf, than to be in which, 

4 man had better never have been born. But 

« that upon the univerſal principle of ceaſing 

„ puniſhment, for the purpoſe of refinement 

« for after enjoyment, ſuch a ſtate never could 

© be; for that, howſoever long or miſerable a 

« ſuffering which terminates may be, it can bear 

no proportion to eternity of joy afterwards, 

« and therefore it muſt, on my principle, be a 

4 good to the moſt wicked, and the moſt miſer- 

“ ably puniſhed, % have been born,” 


I grant. that ſomething diſtantly reſembling, 
ſuch a declaration, is made by our Loxp, re- 
ſpecting the man who ſhould betray him; but 
as, in many other —_ where an ill- founded 

cauſe 
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cauſe is in danger of being overturned, ſo in 
this a ſenſe is borrowed, and brought in aid of 
the difficulty, which is not ſtrictly true. Our 
LorD does not uſe (according to both Matthew 
and Mark) a word of compariſon : he does not 
fay, in alluſion to the treachery of Judas 
better had it been—but © it had been good for 
* that man if he had not been born.“ 


But when we conſider a little the character 
of Judas, who, though among the choſen 
apoſtles, was become ſo corrupt, that his maſter 
ſaid of him he had a devil; when we conſider 
that he was become ſo diabolical in his mind, 
as to be, perhaps, the only profeſſed friend and 
ſervant, capable of ſo foul a deed as betraying 
the Lord JEsus; we cannot wonder that an 
expreſſion, particularly ſtrong and emphati- 
cal, ſhould be uſed on that occaſion. And 
more eſpecially when it is certain that ſome of 
the expreſſions of the holy JIEsus, tending to 
impreſs the minds of men with a ſenſe of the 
enormity of a ſinſul ſtate, are not to be under- 
ſtood by finite capacities, according to the 
common import of human language —as for 
inſtance; © it is egſer for a camel (or according 

5 : vi cc to 
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te to ſome interpreters, a cable) to paſs through 
« the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
« enter into the kingdom of heaven.” It is, 
however, eaſier to conceive, that it were gosd 
for the ng diabolical of men never to have been 
born, than that, being born, annihilation would 
be better than ultimate unceaſing happineſs, 
after the moſt long and painful proceſs of re- 
finement. But annihilation of the being of 
wicked men, by ſome writers conceived to be 
implied by the frequent mention of the death 
of the wicked, in oppoſition to the happy and 
ſeriouſly eternal life of the righteous; would, 
T think, be a belief more conſonant with the 
eſſential goodneſs of the Almighty, than an 
unceaſing torment for their n erimes. 


Others hn attempted to refute the doctrine 
of a ceſſation of torment, and an ultimate reſto- 
ration of all accountable beings to happineſs, 
by urging, as the ſtrongeſt argument of all, 
what is declared reſpecting him who: /inneth the 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoft; ; that he “ hath never 
« forgiveneſs, either in this world, or in that 
_ which 1 is to come.“ | 


'T his 


in betraying his maſter. 
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This paſſage, the ſabtance- of which 1 is re- 
hted by ſeveral of the Evangeliſts, as the doc- 
trine of JESUS CHRIST himſelf, hath x moſt 
ſerious afpect ; and it is eertain that human 


learning hath been often baffled in attempting 
to expound it, eſpecially where the preciſe 


nature of the fin itſelf hath been taken inte 
conſideration. And perhaps with a view to 
elucidate the terms of the penaliy, it may not 
be neceſſary previouſly to conſider the ſin at all. 
Neither would I be preſumptuous in giving my 

own opinion, unſanctioned as perhaps it is by 
that of any other perſon. But as I ſhall do it 


with humility and reverence, as in the preſence 


of the Searcher of hearts, I truſt I ſhall at leaſt 
not injure, and hope I may do ſomething to- 
wards advancing, the iwplicity of goſpel truth. 


Fhe opinions of others: have been various; 
fome of — are the Tg" — | 


I. That the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is 
finning againſt light and knowledge. 


II. That it was particular fin of Judas, 


LIL, That 


) 
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III. That it is the imputation of the divine 


and miraeulous works of FzsUs, toa diabolical 
agency. 


But refpe&ting each of theſe I vn Juft 
obferve, : 


x. If ſinning againſt light and knowledge 
were the particular offence mentioned, then 
every ſin, or every puniſhable tranſgreſſion, 
muſt be the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; for 


nothing can be a puniſhable fin but what 


is committed againſt conviction, againſt light 


and knowledge, more or leſs clear. 


2. The fin of Judas ſeems. to have lain far 
more in the previous wickedneſs of his, own 
heart, which was known to his maſter to be 
diabolical, than in the act itſelf of giving the 
ſign: for if the ſin could lie in the act of be- 
traying, then, at leaſt equally, in the act of con- 
demning him, when the evidence again him 


was oppoſed by ſo much ſtronger evidence 


for him, in the mind. of Pilate, that he was 
convinced of the iniquity of the ſentence, and 


hypocritically | 


— ——— 
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| nypoeritieally waſhed his hands, ſaying, © I 
will be clear of the blood of this man.” 


3. If the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt were, 
imputing the works of JesUs to a diabolical 
agency; then were the mere rabble among the 
Jews (under the prepoſſeſſions of their doctors 
and their laws) ſinners againſt the Holy Ghe/?, 
in the worſt ſenſe; and could never have been 
intitled to forgiveneſs, notwithſtanding their 
ignorance: then, alſo, muſt that memorable 
prayer of Jzsvs himſelf, to his Father, on ac- 
count of the darkneſs of the Jews, have been 
impertinent ; © Father, forg:ve them, for they 
« know not what they do!” 


It ſeems, therefore, probable, that all theſe 
three different opinions have been at leaſt er- 
roneouſly conceived. 


And it ſeems highly reaſonable to conclude, 
that before any accountable being can be ſaid, 
in the ſenſe our Lord intended, to be a ſinner 
\ againſt the Holy Ghoft, he muſt firſt be con- 
vinced in his mind that there is an Holy Ghoſt, 
as the miniſtration of ſpiritual life in man; and 
that 
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that muſt be after a general belief hath taken 
place with reſpect to the ſpirituality of the 
chriſtian religion: thus Paul, upon a certain 
occaſion, addreſſed ſome of the chriſtian be- 
lievers: © Have you received the Holy Gho/? 
« fince ye believed? Their anſwer was, © We 


have not ſo much as heard whether there be 
ce any Holy Ghoſt.” 


10 this ſtate of bg at leaſt, muſt thoſe 
Jews be ſuppoſed to have been, who imputed 
our Lord's miracles to a diabolical power, 
And it is very remarkable, that when he made 
his declaration concerning the ſin againſt the 
Holy Ghoft, he did not addreſs himſelf to thoſe 
who reproached him, and denounce any judg- 
ment or threatening upon them, who were ſo 
far from having received the Holy Ghost, that 
they had not believed in his divinity, or the 
divinity of the diſpenſation of Gop through 
him: our Lord ſeems to have conſidered them 
in a ſtate of darkneſs, as thoſe who knew not 
what they did: but he doubtleſs addreſſed him- 
ſelf, for the purpoſe of particular inſtruction 
to his diſciples, who were behevers, and wo 
therefore could underſtand the doctrine of the 

Voi. ö : Hy 
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Holy Gho/?, and the danger and penalty of fin- 
ning againſt him. This ſeems to be manifeſt 
from the diſtinction he makes, viz. between 
ſpeaking or blaſpheming againſt the Son of 
man, and ſpeaking or blaſpheming againſt the 

Holy Gho/t, The unbelieving Jews only con- 
ſidered him as Son of man they could therefore 
only ſpeak againſt him as fuch: and their fin, 
of conſequence, might be forgiven, according 
to the prayer which he afterwards made. But 
the diſciples, who had more divinely believed, 
ſtood on different ground, and therefore he 
warned them of the danger of ſpeaking againſt, 
blaſpheming, or reſiſting in his acknowledged 
offices, the Holy G Het; admoniſhing them, that 
all other fin and blaſphemy might be forgiven; 
that thoſe who ignorantly ſpoke againſt him as 
Son of man, might be forgiven, and all manner 
of fin and blaſphemy might be forgiven, except 
the fin of thoſe, who, being in the light and 
belief of his ſpiritual miſſion, as the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſhould blaſpheme againſt, and reproach, the 
meſſenger of their ſalvation. Neither was this 
an unneceſſary admonition, ſince it appears (an 
humiliating leſſon for all chriſtian believers !) 
that an eminent diſciple was, ſoon after, (not- 
| withſtanding 


—— 
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withſtanding he had made profeſſions of in- 
violable attachment) ſo near to blaſphemy 


againſt his Loxp and maſter, that he thrice 


denied him, and began to curſe and to ſwear ! 


But Peter went out, and © wept bitterly :* he 


had indeed denied his being a diſciple of IEsus, 
and prophanely denied it; but this was the wweat- 
neſs of human nature: he had not blaſphemed 


- againſt the heavenly nature and holy offices of 


Jesus, in his adorable character of the Holy 
Ge his ſorrow. was therefore accepted, and 
he experienced forgiveneſs. 


With theſe diſtinctions in view, it may be 


profitable further to conſider the danger of the 
ſin againſt the Hoy Gh, among believers in 


_ chriſtianity, in the preſent goſpel-day ; in which 
our ſolemn attention is called to a belief in, and 
a reception of, the Holy Ghof?, as the heavenly 


miniſter and high-prieſt, in the church of 
God, for ever. It is not neceſſary for us to 
believe that all men, under a chriſtian pro- 
feſſion, are called to the ſame degree of emi- 
nence, in the experience of the light of the 
Holy Gheſt, that the apoſtles, the immediate 


“ miniſters of the word,” had: the contrary, | 


Ws 
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in the œconomy of Gop's government and 
providence, is moſt likely to be the fact; but 

ſince the promiſe of the aſſiſtance and heavenly 
agency of the Hoh Ghoſt, is a chriſtian and 
acknowledged doctrine; and all rational chriſ- 

tian profeſſors are the acknowledged ſubjects 
of ſuch a divine miniſtration, according to their 
capacities, it follows, that they are ſolemnly 


called to a willing reception of the Holy G9, 
1 ince they have believed. 


Whoſoever receiveth, and acknowledgeth 
this divine miniſtration, proportionably recei- 
veth the means of, and the indiſpenſible obliga- 
tion to, obedience; and is ſo far advanced on 
his way towards the appointed refinement 
and perfection of his nature; — a refinement 
and perfection which u take place, through 

the divine ceconomy of redemption and ſalva- 
tion, before men can be fit for an immortal 
ſtate of - purity and joy in another life. In 
proportion as they are illuminated in this, they 
receive a part in the “ myſtery of godlineſs; 
the © unſpeakable gift” of the Holy Gheſt. If 
they have not, on account of their negligence 
and refiſtance, jo received the Holy Ghoſt, ac- 


cording 
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_ cording to their capacities, (of which God is 
the only judge) and conſequently have not 
profited by the privileges of heaven, they may 
ſeriouſly be aſſured, that ſo much the more of 
their refinement, and preparation for heaven, 
under the chriſtian redemption, remains- for 
them yet to experience, if ever they hope to be 
admitted to the joys of the juſt. | 


But theſe doctrinal hints being briefly,. as I 
hope plainly, ſuggeſted ; we will draw towards 
_ a concluſion, by inferring, that thoſe who have 
received the Holy Gho/t, and who, therefore, 
being enlightened by Him, and are fully made 
capable of ſinning againſt Him in this world, are 
the perſons moſt highly obligated to avoid the 
fin, which hath never forgiveneſs either in this 
world or that which is to come. Gop Almighty 
grant, that thoſe who have fo received, and are 
ſo far advanced in their capacity for endleſs com- 
fort, may never become ſo fallen, as to ſpeak a 


blaſphemous word, or entertain a blaſphemous 


ſentiment, againſt their only teacher of heavenly 
wiſdom, and their only deliverer from earthly 
trouble and ſorrow, the Holy Gheſt and Com- 


—— ͤ — —— —— ͤ ͤ — — 
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+ forter, which was to come! But ſince even 

the beſt, and the higheſt, may fall; and ſince 

even © Lucifer, the ſon of the morning,” fell; 
it is a poſſible thing, and to be devoutly guarded 
againſt, by continual © watching unto prayer, 
leſt they ſin the ſin againſt the Zo Gh, which 
never hath MAX 


But for ſome ray of comfort, under the poſſi- | 
| bility of ſo much calamity, we recur to our prin- 
ciple, of the divine juſtice being ever mingled 
with mercy; and to the unity of Gop's glorious 
attributes, tending to an ultimate redemption 
from all iniquity, and an univerſal conſumma- 
tion of happineſs ;—a theme anſwering to his 
own infinite goodneſs in creating man, and | 
giving exiſtence to numberleſs myriads of be- | 
ings, capable, and to be made capable, of the 
interminable benefits of his kingdom! 


hbus, even thoſe who may have ſinned the , 
fin againſt the Hh Gho/t, though they ſhall 

never have forgiveneſs, either in this world, or 

in the world to come; but, as unpardonable 

criminals, at the bar of the divine juſtice, muſt 

e | * 
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be doomed 1 ſuffer, in time or in eternity ;* 
yet, having ſuffered, according to the infinite 
perfection of that juſtice, attendant on which 
there is no revenge, they may return again, re- 
fined, to the long-forfeited privileges of their 
immortal nature. 


To conclude my remarks on this ſubject: 
Thoſe who can receive my belief, whether they 
be or be not ſatisfied with my reaſoning, will 
not be diſſatisfied with my freedom. Thoſe 
who ſhall not be ſatisfied with either, I have 
at leaſt not intentionally offended. And I am 
eaſy, under the full perſuaſion that nothing 
which I have ſaid can poffibly have a ten- 
dency to make rational beings leſs pious; or 
relax at all the reſtraints of the wicked: 
while I cannot but cheerfully hope, that every 
effort to diſincumber religion of principles not 
ſupported by prophetical, chriſtian, or apoſto- 
lical documents, will have lone friendly ten- 


*I ſay in time or in eternity becauſe I hold it preſumptuous to 
reſtrict the idea to eternity, when it 1s certain that ſevere puniſh- 
ments for fin have, in different ways, been inflicted on men in 
this world ; and becauſe it is poſſible with Gop to effect any thing, 
not involving a contradiction, in any way or period, conſiſtent 
wich his infinite power, wiſdom, and Soodneſs. 


dency, 
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dency, i in promoting the cauſe of nt virtue, 
and eternal happineſs. ä 


The longer I read mankind, and the more 
I ſee of human imperfection, appertaining to 
every character; (among which religious pre- 
ſamption, and the arrogance of ſelf-righteouſneſs 
among ſectaries, 1s not the leaſt conſpicuous ; ) 
the more am I perſuaded that nothing ſhort of 
the divine pardon in this, or a purification in 
another world, can be ſufficient to fit the far 
greater part of profeſſors for the innocence of - 
angelick intercourſe | 


That pardon, and that mercifully propor- 
_ tioned refinement, can effect every thing great 
and glorious; and realize the ultimate har- 
mony, when n ſhall be utterly deſtroyed; death 
and hell ſhall be no more; CHRIST ſhall deliver up © 
bis kingdom to the Father; — GOD _ Wu all 


in all. 


Having written what had occurred to me on 
this head, I ſubmitted my MS. to the inſpec- 
tion of a learned and ingenious friend, who 
Happening 


* 
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happening to be a ider to the Jefig, 
ſubjoined the following Pos rSscRI r; which 


the reader will perceive (for I give it entire) 
was deſigned to connect with the foregoing, 


as the production of the ſame hand. But 1 


would not plume myſelf with the laurels of a 
man, whoſe juſtneſs of reaſoning, and method 


of arrangement, while aiding the cauſe of pure 


divinity, would have done honour. to the pen 
of Eraſmus, or of Quintillian. 


p OSTSEE 


By way of Poſtſcript it may not be impro- 
per to ſubjoin an argument or two, which, in 
my way of treating the ſubject, could not ſo 
well, connectedly, be produced in the body of 
the diſcourſe. Nor let it diſpleaſe the reader 
if they be brought in as ſome of Bacon's expe- 
riments, in his Natural Philoſophy, “ ſolitary.” 


Though in truth they are more nearly relative 


than his experiments to the firſt topick. 


Hirſi; Ilay it down as a maxim to be doubted 
by few, and denied by none, that whoſoever 
an f 
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doth any thing, foreſeeing the certain event 


thereof, willeth that event. If a parent ſend 


children into a wood, wherein grow poiſonous 
berries, and certainly know that they will eat of 
them, it is of no importance in the conſidera- 
tion of common ſenſe, that he cautions, for- 
bids, forewarns, or that they, having free-will, 
may avoid the poiſon. Who will not accuſe 
him of their death, in ſending them into cir- 
cumſtances where he foreknew it would hap- 
pen? Gop foreknows every thing. To his 
knowledge every thing is certain. Let us ſup- 


poſe Him about to create twenty men. He 


knows ten of them (or any number) will be- 


come vitious, therefore damned, thence inherit 


the unceaſing penalty. Who doubts, in ſuch 
a caſe, that HE wills the end, who being all- 


mighty, and all-knowing, does that without 


which it could not come to paſs? But He has 
ſworn by Himſelf, for HE could ſwear by no 


greater, that He willeth not the death of him 


that dieth. That is, He willeth it not finally, 
or ſimply as death, or deſtruction irrecoverable. 
And if it occur, it is a part of his ceconomy of 
grace, a miniſtration unto life. For He hath 
declared that his will is, that all ſhould be Javed. 

Therefore 
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Therefore the doctrine which forges any other, 
_ contrary will, falſifies ſupreme unchangeable | 
| 1 | truth. And were not reaſon on my fide, I | 

5 ſay to all objecting reaſoners, Let Gop 
« be true, and every man a lyar.” I need not 
add what a different view is preſented from the | 
doctrine I defend, | 


| Secondly; I lay it down as another indu- | 
bitable maxim, That whatſoever is done by a 
being of the divine attributes, is intended (by | 
his goodneſs) conducted (by his wiſdom) and 
accompliſnt (by his power) to a good end. 
| Now all poſſible good ends may be enumerated 
under three words; Honour, Pleaſure, Benefit. 
And every one to whom good can accrue from 
endleſs puniſhment, muſt be either puny/her, 
puniſhed, or fellow-creature to the puniſhed, Let 
us try every one of the former three to each of 
the latter, 


1. The puniſber. Would it be a greater 
honour to the puniſher to have his creatures 
miſerable than happy? I will venture to fay, 
by proxy, for every heart, 8 No.“ Would it 
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be greater pleaſure? * No.” And ha to 
Him can be none. 


6.5 Puniſhed. Endleſs puniſhment can be 
neither honour, pleaſure, nor benefit, to them. 


Though puniſhment, on my Fhente, will be 
of endleſs benefit. 


2. The fellow-creatures.——It will be as Ho- 
nourable to them as to have one of their family 
hanged. If they have pleaſure in it, they muſt 
have a diabolical heart, and muſt by the juſt - 
Searcher of hearts be committed to the place 
prepared for the devil and þis angels. Benefit 
they can have none: except ſafety. And that 
is fully anſwered by the great gulph, by con- 
finement till reformation. 


As then unceaſing torments can anſwer no 
"2 woe good end to any one in the univerſe, 

conclude them to be neither the will nor 
work of God, . Could I ſuppoſe them, I muſt 
balieve them to be inflicted by a wantonneſs or 


cruelty, which words cannot expreſs, nor n 
conceive, 


But 
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But let this be the comfort of every humble 
ſoul, - Knovn untoGop are all his works; the 
Judge of all ſhall do right; and Hz ordereth 

all things well. It hath pleaſed Him to re- 
concile all things to Himſelf. Therefore to 

HIM ſhall bow every knee; and every tongue 


ſhall fay, In the Loxp J have * and 
wa have righteouſneſs.” | 


THE foregoing diſſertation I will ſuppoſe 
to have been audibly read in a circle of friends, 
who had met for the purpoſe of converſing on 
moral and uſeful ſubjects: that they ſoon 
found themſelves equally divided in their opi- 
nions about it: that two of them thought the 
writer a well-meaning man, who had argued 
his ſubject with candour and piety; and the 
others, that he was a ſceptick, and little better 
than an infidel: at leaſt that he had written 


with no good deſign, 1 that ſuch * f 
Were dangerous. 


1 advocates, whom I ſhall diſtinguiſh 
by the names of Amicus and Frater, ſincerely 


thinking 
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thinking better of my morals, and my love of 
truth, ſoon drew the others into a Dialogue on 
the ſubject; which, as it may not be wholly 
unintereſting to my other readers, I ſhall here 
introduce a part of, under the title of - 


A SHORT 
DIALOGUE OF THE LIVING, 


before I proceed to DiaLoGues IN THE 
 WoRLD OF SPIRITS. The names of the 
oppoſite parties were, Clamator and Timidus. 


A SHORT 


A SHORT 


DI A LO 6s 


L' 1 V 


AMlcus. 


I Cannot, my friends, readily apprehend the 

ground of your haſty objections: but I 
ſhould be glad, and fo I conclude would Frater, 
if you would coolly ſtate your objections, and 
let us judge of them, 


FRATER. 


I certainly thould be glad; and freedom of 
communication is the profeſſed — of our 
meeting. 


| CLAMATOR, 
What Timidus may have to object on my 
ſide of this important queſtion, I cannot ſay; 
but for my part, I think little need be faid 
| | to 


- 
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to prove that this writer's ſentiments are too 
freely expreſſed, be the doctrine he holds true 
or falſe. 


'Trmidus. 


* I think ſo ; but I would not haſtily 
condemn him, after the ſerious declarations 


which we have heard from him, of his religious 
dehign. 


AMICUS, 


That, Timidus is candid, and worthy of a 
chriſtian, 


FRAT ER. 


Certainly. J hope we ſhall converſe with 


_ temper, and give an abſentee all deſerved at- 
tention. Indeed the ſubject is now our own, 
and we muſt treat it according to the freedom 
of our own opinions. 


CLanaror, 


Well, then, my friends; what think you, 
what can you think, of a ſyſtem that contra- 
dis, at once, the whole tenor of ſcripture; 


makes 
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makes a noſe of wax of the doctrine of immor- 
_ tality; and does away the uſe of all admo- 

nition to ſinners, on | the * of eternal 
puniſhment? | 


Trurpus. 


True: I cannot, Awicus, ſee haw you will 


reconcile ſo much violation of facred truths, 
with the charatter of a chriſtian ! h 


i RATER. 


But, gentlemen, I am ſorry to hear you 5 
gin your objections in ſo eenſorious a ſtyle; I 
ſee no cauſe for you to be thus alarmed; and 1 
am perſuaded that if the AxdELs, that be in 
Heaven, were privy to the controverſy, their 
happineſs would not be leſſened by fear of con- 
ſequences from the writer's opinion; but I 
humbly coneeive they would rather rejoice. 


AMICUS» 


Ilaam fare, my brother #**##, I rejoice in 
having ſo able, and ſerious a condiztos, upon 
this occaſion. And we may fairly preſume | 
that our ſubject will n * 12 in re- 

Vs II. 1 ligious | 
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ligious diſquiſition, is the greateſt advantage of 
all. But our object not being conqueſt, or the 
diſplay of logical argument, I ſhall endeavour, 
from a better motive, to keep cloſe to the ob- 
jections which Clamator has made. 


Thoſe objections are not new; ſo far from 
it, they are the common ones, by which moft 
people begin and end their controverſy, on that 
ſide of the ſubject. But it is the unhappineſs 
of you, gentlemen, to have begun by falling into 
the common error - to have begun by begging 
the queſtion taking, for true principles, thoſe 
points which have been only arbitrary deduc- 
tions; and which, had you attended to the 
foregoing arguments, you would have ſeen zbey 
were intended to diſprove. And unleſs you 
ſhew, that the opinions you hold againſt the 
writer, have not been diſproved, or have not 
been ſhewn' to abound with far greater difi- 
culties than their oppoſites, it will become you 
to treat him with chriſtian charity and reſpect. 
I dare fay that is all he would wiſh at your 
hands, and that principally for your advantage 
for he ſeems to be a man of a diſintereſted 
| independant ſpirit, who has neither fears to 
: embarraſs 
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embarraſs him, nor ambition of f party applauſe 
to  gratify. 


Chan ſays, a “ item which contradiQts 
e the tenor of ſcripture.” Now the writer of 
the Diſſertation makes it a main point to ſhew, 
that the original meaning, and tenor, of. the 
ſcripture are repugnant to the idea of unceaſing 
torments: that the idea exiſted not in the times 
before the goſpel; and that the Author of the 
Goſpel, and thoſe whom he inſpired, taught no 
ſuch thing. They taught the doctrine of future 


puniſhment, as certainly as they taught that of 
future bleſſedneſs; as certainly as they taught 


that of „life and immortality,” which was 


c brought to light by the goſpel.” But he 


contends, from goſpel authority and analogy, 


that the moſt ſerious and poſitive terms which 


are uſed in ſcripture, . to deſcribe puniſhment, 
not only require a limited ſenſe, but that 
any other ſenſe is incompatible with  Jesvs 
 CarisrT's delivering up his kingdom to his 
* a when death and hell ſhall be no more. 


As to the charge of b « a noſe of wax 
&« of the doctrine of immortality,” that is a 


1 = MY | charge 
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charge of mere ſornd; and found, too, of 4 
-reproachful kind; for if, as he contends, and 
as J alſo preſume will be found to be true, the 
origin rid conſbnance of ſeripture doctrine 
N are 1 tlie interpretation of emal, tor 
nem; it follows, that thoſe who give fuch a 


:fenſe to the feriprie are tlie * who 


Make its döctrine & a noſe of wan; and while 
'they wreſt and pervert it to their own pür- 
poſes, are either igrorantiy, or intentiohally, 


perverting the Ay of the N 
Hithſelf! 3 


Witk regard to © doing away the uſe of ad- 


* monition to ſintiers, on the principle of 


er eterrial (uncenſn) puniſhment;“ let me aſk, 
Do yon khow by what means to admoniſh 88 
ners to reformation and virtue, better than 
mefrhrttE Wiso himſelf? Do yon think 
that a primeiple is true, in the unchange- 
ability of the DIvINnt NATURE; and yet that 
fuch 4 principle muſt be thated and dif- 
guiſe by human policy, in order to ſecure 
to man the ends of the divine government and 


* 


T iMIDus. 
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Trulrpdus. 


But this, my friend, with ſubmiſſion, ſeems 
to be little leſs than begging the queſtion on 
that ſide: Clamator and I do not allow that 
ſuch a charge can lie againſt us. We contend 
that the DivIxIr v hath taught, and hath ex- 
horted to teaching and admonition, by the 
ſeriouſneſs of endleſs puniſhment: and ſo long 
as we ſay no more than He hath thought pro- 
per to ſay, we are exempt from all preſump- 
tion in the matter; we ms ſupported by the 
W . 


S 


That is the point; and we will not fear an 
imputed conſequence, ſo long as we only repeat 
what the ſcripture ſays; it muſt be preſump- 
tion, and furely a ſinful one, for any finite and 
ignorant being to attempt an alteration in the 
terms and the mode of teaching heavenly terrors. 
I had rather be on the fide of divine example, 
than run the riſque of fo awful an innovation 
in divinity, be your human conſtruction of 
language ever fo plauſible. Moreover, I have 
a 3 very ſtrong in my mind, and fo 1 
13 preſume 
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preſume has every accountable man, in his, 
from terror that the doctrine of eternal judg- 
ment is not to be trifled with. | 


AMlcus. 


All this, my friends, is at leaſt ſtrong decla- 
mation, by which you continue to evade the 
great fact, that divine language does not expreſs 
your ſenſe of divine threatenings; nor is it more 
certain that divine policy ever gave a ſanction 
to it, The contrary is moſt clear, and has all 
the advantage of a conſonance with the re- 
vealed origin, progreſs, and end, of the divine 
economy; and the powerful evidence from na- 


ture and grace, of the divine goodneſs. Cla- - 


nnator appeals to internal evidence, of the terror 
of the human heart. I will meet that argu- 
ment willingly. Recollect, both of you, as 
well as you can, your firſt impreſſions of re- 
ligion: what were your firſt feelings and ap- 
prehenſions about endleſs torment being the por- 
tion of the wicked? or (to come to common 
expreſſions) the never-ending * torments of the 
fire of hell ?—You look one on the other, and 
ſeem to change countenance z and ] wonder 
not 
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not that you ſhould. Did you, or did you not, 
firſt conceive of it, in childhood, (when per- 
haps you were too young to relieve yourſelves 
by reflection) without loſing ſomething of your 
love and reverence towards the God who made 
you? You pauſe: but we are all ſerious, 
as becomes us: anſwer me truly as you can. 


Tiuipus. 
I cannot fay, truly, that I did. 


CLAMATOR. 


To be ſure my firſt, childiſh apprehenſions, 
(if they can poſlibly affect the argument) were 
not in favour of my preſent ſentiments ; but I 
do not think I am warranted in concluding 
from thence, that I was moſt right in the weak- 
neſs of childhood: that would be a vague kind 
of argument on any ſubjet ; and the apoſtle, 
who ſays, that © when he was a child he ſpake 
© as a child, and thought as a child; but that 
e when he became a man he put away childiſh 
ce things,” —ſets the matter beyond a doubt, 
that the notions of children are of ſmall 
account. 


 AMICUS. 
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LH Auicus. : 

A word, by the way, to that point. The 
apoſtle was not then literally ſpeaking of his 
natural childhood—for he had outwardly be- 
come a man before he put away, in a religious 
ſenſe, childiſh things. Few men had been 
more childiſh in errors, and weak apprehen- 
ſions of religion, before he was miraculouſly 
converted to greater knowledge. He conſi- 
dered his whole life, previous to his converſion, 
as childhood, in which (though he afterwards 
faid; in rp of his '/incerity, © T have lived 
in all good conſcience until this day; he 
knew not What it was to be * a man in CHRIS T 
te IE SUs.“ And this, by the bye, though wan- 
dering a little from our point, may ſerve to 
admoniſh us, that childiſhneſs, in religious 
faith, is not inſeparable from outward man- 
hood, Remember, my opponents, that hint 
and then tell me further: Do you think 'that 
there ever was a ſenſible child in the world, 
who was early told of his Creator's inflition 
of wnceaſmg torments upon ſinners, without 
feeling ſuch impreſſions as you confeſs? 


CLAMATOR, 


or THE LIVING, 127 


Cx AMATOR. 
Perhaps not. 05 


Trurpus. 
I ſuppoſe there never was. 


Amicus. 


and; ever ſince you have been able to reaſon | 
on the ſubject, unto this day, have your infant 
impreſſions been wholly eradicated? or, inde- 
pendantly of your ſenſe of ſuppoſed ſcripture 
doctrine, and the commentarjes of .divines, do 
you nw feel yourſelves naturally, or rationally, 
or divinely, ſatisfied, that ſuch a puniſhing will, 
or attribute, exiſts in the adorable fountain of 
wiſdom, love, and grace? 


'CLAMATOR, 


That i is not, ſurely, a pertinent quali 
our finite minds cannot comprehend infinite 
attributes, and therefore our mere e 
can be no 9 of truth, * | 


'Timipvs, 


128 A ShokT DIALOGUE 


Timipus. . 


: Certainly not: we muſt guard religiouſly 
againſt arguing from ſuch premiſes, elſe con- 
fuſion would never have an end. 


FRATER. 


1 think, in part, as you do; but (without 
meaning to take the buſineſs out of a good 
hand) I preſume that Amicus will not be driven 
to the neceſſity of laying his main ſtreſs upon 
your confeſſions: and yet, what is there to be 
reckoned ſtronger in religious affairs, than the 
| ſecret, ſpontaneous, uniform evidence of the 
mind, through our whole lives? 


AMICUS. 


I do not mean to lay ſuch a ſtreſs on thoſe con- 
feſſions as might be laid, were arguments wanting 
in number and force, which now we have fo 
fully to our purpoſe; but, as Frater very juſtly 
obſerves, much reaſon ſeems to be derived from 
your ingenuous acknowledgments, why you 
ſhould not be cenſorious on the writer of the 
Diſſertation: you believe, or you do not be- 
lieve, the doctrine of —_—_ ng torments, and 

their 
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their application to thoſe who die in a ſtate of 
unrepented, or unatoned, ſin; i. e. to all who 
are not received into everlaſting bliſs. For the 
ſyſtem you attempt to defend admits of no 
medium or qualification of the alternative; to 
ſuppoſe a medium, or any conditional eſcape 
after death, would overturn your principles. 
If you ſay you do believe it, you believe againſt 
the evidence of your own minds, without be- 
ing able to prove any command upon you ſo 
to do; but I acquit you of the inconſiſtency; 
for, ſo circumſtanced, you cannot be in a ſtate. 
of belief, to the point. If you do nt believe, 
and can adduce no fair reaſon why another 
ſhould believe what you cannot; why do you 
_ contend for the promulgation of that which is 
confeſſedly uncertain, and moſt probably falſe ? 


CLAMATOR. 


I do not wiſh, and am confident my friend 
Timidus does not, to add any thing to the ſenſe: 
of divine revelation; we ſhould both, I am ſure, 
be preſumptuous in ſo doing; but I cannot, 
after all which is contained in the Diſſertation, 
. that Jxsus CRHRIST and his apoſtles 
would 
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would have denounced judament, in an eternal 


ſenſe, ſo fully; and that ſo much ſhould have 
been faid by pious divines, for the inforcement 
of what they believed to be the goſpel method 
of teaching, viz. by the threatenings of endleſs 


-torment for ſin, if it were not divinely in- 
' tended that men /hould be taught, in that ſenſe, 


to fear the judgments of Gop: neither can 1 


think that wicked men would be ſo fully de- 
terred, on your and the writer's plan of inter- 


pretation, from continuing in ſin, and becoming 
more abandoned, in a courſe of ickedneſs 


| | Timipus. 
That, at leaſt, Amicus, ſeems a very obvious 


truth, and we ſhould be extremely cautious 


how we weaken the motives to virtue. 


— 


AMICUS. 


es them, Timidus, by every 88 
every worthy—by every perſuaſive argument. 
Heaven forbid that we ſhould weaken them. 


You ſeem as though both of you wauld con- 


feſs, with regard to yourſelves, that the belief 
of the doctrine you contend for is not eſſential 


to 


2 — — — g . 
* 


- 
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to making you religious; but that ſuch a belief 


may de neceſſary for others, whom therefore 


you muſt conſider as differently conſtituted; or 
inferior in their ſuſceptibility of motives, to 
order and happineſs. The vulgar muſt be 
c taught and deterred after a more vulgar way. 
This is no uncommon notion; but in my opi- 
nion a very arrogant one, and very unworthy 
of any man, who would aſeribe moral fitneſs, 
force, beauty, and a fupreme excellence, to 
truth, rather than to faihood + very unworthy of 
any man who would not wilfully pervert his 
Maker's authority and wiſdom, and faſhion 
His plan of ſalvation, according to his own little 
cunning, and ſhort-fighted policy. But the 
true, unchangeable, and undefiled religion of 

Almighty God, hath been perverted and mif- 
repreſented by the forwardneſs, and various 
contrivance of man, through almoſt all ages: 


perverſion of truth has been the cauſe of error, 
and infidelity and wantonneſs have been the 
unn 8 


Infidelity is not a as fome people 


ſeem to think, to the more learned ſpeculatiſts 
in divinity and ſcience, It is found among the 


illiterate ; 
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 Miktvrate; and though they have not philoſophy 
Bau to reaſon themſelves into confuſion 
upon matter and ſpirit, and get into difficulties 
about the ſource of volition, or eternal power ; 
they are very commonly infidels reſpecting the 
doctrine now before us: endleſs duration of tor- 
ment ftrikes their rational minds as too mon- 
ſtrous to be true; and finding themſelves called 
upon by prieſts, and by erroneous interpreta- 
tions of the bible, to believe it, they revolt 
from the idea, or perhaps ridicule it; and hence, 
J fear, too often, learn a kind of contempt. for 
things ſpiritual. So far, in my opinion, is the 
doctrine, which you wiſh to contend for, from 
having a general good effect, that it ſeems to 
be in itſelf a frequent cauſe of weakening the 
"Ine of 8 wy | 


Would men confine themſelves, in exhorting 
by puniſhment, to the principle of continual 
miſery, for a ſeaſon, always awfully and di- 
vinely proportioned to the degree of ſin and 
tranſgreſſion: would they earneſtly teach that 
ſuch a puniſhment is not what the Supreme 
Being wills to inflict; but that there is a ne- 
lie in the nature of the thing, for our ſuf- 
Op tering 
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fering the penalty of ſin, in order that we may 
be made free, the long painful purification in 
order that we may be made pure; and be fitted, 

through puniſhment, if we will not fit ovitfelves 
through obedience, for the good and virtuous 
ſociety of angels; (all which is the true ſerip- 
ture faith :) we might hope to ſee a rational, 
and effectual impreſſion, often made; and the 
authority and goodneſs of Gop more generally 
acknowledged. But this is not enough for the 
zeal and wiſdom of man; and from them 


much miſchief inſues. The good that can ariſe 


may be better comprehended, when it ſhall be 


ſhewn that a terrified mind, and a truly reli- 
Tiny one, are ſynonimous KT, 


As to what 'Clamator has nN fn the 


concurrent practice of divines to inſtru by the 


terrors of unceaſing puniſhment; I would ob- 
ſerve, that all the oppoſition, and errors of 
doctrine, which have exiſted in the church, 


have been the invention of divines, or the 


* I do not mean by this remark to caſt any reflection on a parti - 
cular claſs of men, againſt whom I have no ill-will: they have 
neceſſarily treated on the ſubject in queſtion: ſome of them have 


proceeded according to their beſt opinion, under the influence of 


their prejudices and fears. I wiſh others among them had been 
more attentive to the * of truth, than to intereſt and ſyſtem. 


fruits 
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fruits of their erroncous conſtruction of Gain. 


ture truths, Therefore, from their practice, 
nothing concluſive can be inferred in a matter 
of fo much importance. And as to the repe- 


tition about the declarations of the New Teſta- 


ment, that has been ſufficiently ſpoken to 
already: it has been contended, and muſt ever 
be contended, that endleſs torment is an un- 
ſcriptural and unſupported notion. That it is 
unſcriptural, as to an infinite and poſitive ſenſe ; 
that the terms eternal and everig/iing are not 
neceſſarily predicated of endleſs duration: but 
that they have an acknowledged different im- 
port in various places, I ſhall further endeavour 
to put beyond a doubt, and conclude this Dia- 
logue by ſubjoining a few quotations from 
Unferent authorities. 


= 
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FORMER SUBJECT. 


HE words dio, eig Tov div; fs 129 
Atavas, & c. do ſignify any remarkable 
period of duration, whether it be of life, or diſ- 
penſation, or polity. So Heb. i. 8: * Thy 
« Throne, O Gop,” (viz. JesUs CaRisT) & is 
« for ever and ever:” and yet he is at laſt to 


give up the kingdom to Gon, &c. 


See M. B. prefaced to Bp. WIILsox's Notes 
on the New Teſtament. 


I will give unto thee, and to thy ſeed after 
© thee, the land wherein thou art a ſtranger, 
© all the land of Canaan, for an everlaſting 
* poſſeſſion." 


Gen. xvii. 8. 


&« Everlaſting poſſeſſion. This muſt be under- 
« ſtood according to the capacity of the ſubject; 
 S0LNE © K om 
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« ſometimes for a perpetual duration ; ſome- 
ce times for a certain number of years, according 
to God's appointment or purpoſe.” 


Bp. WiLsoN. 


« Unto the utmoſt bounds of the everlaſting 
© bills” 


Gen. xlix. 26. . 


« The bleflings promiſed unto thy father, 
« and my fore-elders, go mightily after the 
« deſire of the 9 in the world.” 


COVERDALE. 


„The Jewiſh ſtatutes and ordinances are 
ce tiled 9:40y40:, and ſaid to be tis Tov aiwyn, in 
ce the following places as they are enumerated 
_ « by Mr. FI hiſion. Exod. XXVll. 21.—XxXViil. 

* 43- —XXIX. 28,——XXX., 21-—XXX1, 10. Lev, 
© vi. 18, 22.—vii. 24, 20.—X.1 5. Xvi. 20, 31. 

© —XVil, 7ꝗ.—Xxili. 14. —Xxxi. 4I.—Xxiv. 3, 
00 8, 9. Numb. x. 8.— Xv. 15,—XVvIll. 8, 19, 
24. —xix. 10.—Xxv. 13. There is no end 
c citing n more ordinances, or te; or grants, 
„e which 


2 0 ee 0 
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« which were to be eternal, or everlaſting, or to 


« laſt for ever, in our modern way of inter- 

« preting thoſe Greek words, which yet were 
« to laſt no longer, at the utmoſt, than the 

« Moſaic ceconomy itſelf ; and have many, very 
« many, of them ceaſed, or at leaſt have been 
« * intermitted above ſixteen hundred years! 


Etern. of Hell Tarm. conſid... 


That the preciſe duration of the words aw 
% and aw, in any particular place, cannot, 


_ < with certainty, be collected from the force of 
© the words in themſelves ſimply conſidered ; 


but muſt be determined, either by the nature 
« of the thing ſpoken of, or other paſſages of 
« ſcripture that explain it. As, to illuſtrate 
« this, in a few inſtances, when it is ſaid of 


.— I as in Rom. xvi. 26, that he is Ozo05 


c 241105, we cannot argue that His duration 


is boundleſs and unlimited, merely becauſe 


c the epithet ao; is applied to Him. But 
« we may reaſonably conſtrue it. in this ſenſe, 
© becauſe he is previouſly known to be a Being 
« capable of this kind of duration; and the 
« word 9s allows of the conſtruction, as it 

— 2 = naturally 
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« naturally ſignifies an age, or period of FUTON 
<« in general, leaving the circumſtance of longer 
&« or ſhorter, definite or indefinite, to be ſettled by 
ce the nature of the ſubject with which it is 
“connected. : 
The fame may be ſaid with reſpect to the 

© happineſs of the righteous, and the miſery of the 
. wicked; they can neither of them be certainly 
<« fixed to this or that preciſe duration, whether 
<« longer or ſhorter, limited or unlimited, MERELY 
« from the joining the word «wo with them; 
© becauſe this word properly ſignifies a Period 77 
duration, without taking into its meaning its 
preciſe length, or determining whether it is 
bounded or unbounded. | 


In order therefore to fix the true duration 
© intended by this epithet, thus applied, we muſt 
« recur to the nature of the fubjett, or what 
may be ſaid with reference to it in other texts; 
< nor can it, with any manner of certainty, be 
done in any other way: though I would 
<© obſerve here, and the obſervation may be 
e worthy of ſpecial notice; if we will confine 
* ourſelves to the mere force of the word melt: 4 

| {= it 
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« it more probably means a limited, than an 

ce endleſs, duration; and for this very good rea- 

<« ſon, becauſe this is, by far, the moſt frequent 

« uſe.of it in the ſacred writings ; as any one 

* may ſoon ſatisfy himſelf by the * of a 
Greek Concordance. 


„And from hence it appears, at once, that 
e the ſcripture account of the future miſery as 
« everlaſting, is no ways inconſiſtent with the 
« foregoing ſcheme of univerſal ſalvation : nay, 
from the proof above offered, that mankind. 
c uniuerſally ſhatl be ſaved, we are clearly and 
“ certainly taught how to underſtand the word 
& ziwv05;, When joined with the future miſery, 
« namely, as meaning, not an unlimited, but 
« limited duration. For, as this word is evi- 
* dently found, in fact, to be capable of being 
« underſtood in either of theſe ſenſes, it is now 
ce put out of all doubt, in which of them it is 
« to be underſtood, namely, in the 4mzed ſenſe. 
Jo illuſtrate this by an example. It is faid 
« of CHRIST, Dan. vii. 14, that his dominion 
ig an everlaſting dominion; and again, Mic. 
4 iv. 7, that he ſhall reign in Mount Zion Jews 
by & henceforth even for ever. e 
7 * 3 8 The 
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, The 8 and gig Toy awe, in 


e the Septuagint, in themſelves fimply conſi- 
* dered, do not abſolutely determine, whether 

the reign of CHRIST hall be endleſs, or for 
a period, or diſpenſation orily: but when an in- 
<« ſpired apoſtle expreſsly declares, that after the 


reduction of all enemies, CHRIST Hall de- 


< liuer up the kingdom to the Father, and be him- 
« ſelf ſubjac to him, that Gow may be all in all; 


« the preciſe meaning of theſe words is now 


e £xed, and we are no longer at a loſs to fay, 
that they are to be underſtood of a limited 


duration, though a long one. So, when it 
© is affirmed of the wicked, that they fall go 
& away, eis v0Auew aiwvicv, into everlaſiing + 


( guniſbment, the certain meaning of this word, 
& aroviov, everlaſting, is clearly and fully fettled 
by the above proof of the fnal ſalvation of all 
© en. We are no longer left in fuſpenſe, but 


% may aſſuredly ſay, it is to be underſtood i in 


* the Amitad ſenſe.” 
SALV. or ALL Mer. 


„Could it be proved, that the fire itſelf will 
© be abſolutely without end, it will not neceſ- 
« farily 


- 
LE TR 


— 
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* follow from thence, that every indivi- 
6 dual fubjeft, which is caſt into it, muſt be ſo 
too: becauſe Gop may either think fit to 
< continue this fire in being, as a perpetual monu- 
ment of his juſtice; or becauſe, in ſo large 

© a ſyſtem of rational beings as the univerſe 
contains, there may be, as well in future ages 
<& as in the preſent, beings that abuſe their moral 
<« ageney, and became proper ſubjects to be 
<« puniſhed in it. I ſay, either of theſe propo- 
< ſitions may be true, and, as ſuch, ſufficiently 
« account for this phraſeology (if underſtood 


© in its utmoſt rigaur) and yet no neceſſity of 


<« inferring, that every indiuidual ſubjeft, that is 
<« caſt into this fire, ſhall be continued alius in it 
&% withaut end. 


NicnorL Scor. 


It may be of more importance to remark, 
< that there is no good reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
< the word a:wwou, cuerla/ling, here joined with 
<« the fire of hell, is to be underſtood, as pointing 
out a ſtrictly and abſolutely endleſs duration, 
« And, I believe, nothing but mere cuſtom 
< prevents our perceiving, at once, the abſur- 
« dity 
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« dity of ſuch an interpretation. No one ever 
« jmagined himſelf obliged to think, that this 
*< zarth will continue, ſtrictly ſpeaking, to all 
« eternity, becauſe it is ſaid, in ſeripture, to abide 
4 for ever. No one ever ſuppoſed the hills and 
„ mountains to be abſolutely endleſs in duration, 
„ becauſe the term everlaſting is applied to them 
« by the ſacred writers. And, in fine, no one 
ever imagined there had been an eternal ſuc- 
« ceſſion of prophets, becauſe the ſcripture ſpeaks 
e of prophets, am ivo, from eternity. Com- 
* mon reaſon, in theſe caſes, readily under- 
* ſtands the word eternal in the limited ſenſe. 
e And the fame reaſon, one would think, if 
4 not under ſome previous bias, would as rea- 
« dily underſtand the ame word, in the ſame 
« ſenſe, in the preſent caſe. For it is, perhaps, 
as great an abſurdity to ſuppoſe fire to be 
e frifily and abſolutely eternal, as to ſuppoſe the 
« earth, or mountains, or prophets in ſucceſſion, to 
« be ſo. Fire, as ſuch, naturally tends to an. 
ce end, and will, in time, actually come to an 
c end; and it is impoſſible, according to the 
« eſtabliſned laws of nature, but that it ſnould 
4 certainly do ſo. The nature of the ſabject 
> 3 obliges us to put a limitation on the 
| « word. 
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cc wmv, everlaſting, when joined with fire. 
« And this is ſo often the ſenſe. of this ſame 
cc word, in like caſes, even in the ſcriptures 
tc themſelves, that it is ſtrange any ſhould be 
« ata loſs in this matter. A re/tramed inter- 
ec pretation of the word, when connected with 


c fire, is certainly the moſt natural, as well as 
© rational. And I ſee not but an age, difpenſa- 


ce tion, or period, for the continuance of this fire, 
© will very well anſwer the full import of the 


© word auwyiov, everlaſting; eſpecially, if we 


s ſuppoſe this age to /a/?, till the fire has apavyd 
0 1 the end for which it was enkindl 


Sar v. OF ALL Max. 


© We know of no ſubſtances that will en- 
dure the force of fire without diſſolution, in 
time. And as fire is that by which, in thoſe 


texts, the puniſhment of the wicked is faid to 


ce be effected, the nature of the ſubject obviouſly, 
ce and, I think, neceſſarily, leads us to conceive 


e of this puniſhment as  ever/a/ting, not in the 


2 ſenſe in which the ſcripture ſays that.Gop is 
« everlaſting; but in the ſenſe in which it ſays 


1 . hills are . and the r have © 


e been 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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©« been for everlaſting, that is, for a Eitel du 
4 ration ang. * III. 


It is edel that the word albu, 
& which is uſed to point out the duration 
* of the future torments, is the very word 
* which is uſed alſo to point out the abſolute 
e eternity of GOD. But this criticiſm I take 
e tobe of very little weight; inſomuch that l 
e ſhould not have mentioned it, but that I 
« have often heard, and ſeen, it urged in the 
ce preſent controverſy. It might indeed be 
< mentioned to good purpoſe, could it be 
« ſhawn, that the word aiwviog is joined, in 
es ſcripture, with nothing but what is /fri&y 
« eternal: but, as it is otherwiſe in fact, this 
* remark can be of no real importance; be- 
s cauſe, if it proves any thing, it proves a great 
deal too much. If the puniſbment of the 
_ < wicked muſt be ever- ending, MERELY be- 
*© cauſe the word aiuwyos, which is ſometimes 
joined with the word Gon, is joined with 
ks thet alſo ; it will follow, as this fame word 

< is joined with the earth, and hills, and gene- 

* ratios, and prophets, that they muſt all of 
D them and — the ab- 
| ce ſurdity 
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| « furdity of which is too glaring not to be, at 

ec once, perceived. The plain truth is, the 

'© nature of the ſubject treated of, together with 

'« other ſcriptures; muſt always be taken into 
© conſideration, in order to 'fix the - preciſe 

meaning of this word, with * e ob 
* certainty: 8 


Teck aner objected, « The mifery of the 
wicked is not only ſaid to be everla/img, but 
<« FoR EVER; and, as though this was not 
< ſufficiently expreſſive of its endleſs continuance, 
it is further declared to be FOR EVER AND 
< EVER, the ſtrongeſt phraſe uſed, in ſcripture, 
* to deſcribe the 3 aternity of the Supreme 
9 Being. 25 

Mvzr. HID FROM AGES. 


A valnable author has the following reflec- 
if tions in a note upon Fſalm xli. 13; © Bleſſed 
| be the Lord Gon of Hrael, from everlaſting, 
| « and to everlaſting! Amen, and Amen.” 1]. 
< am apt to think,” ſays he, © that many Eng- 
e liſh readers ſuppoſe, that the words, from 
« everla/ting, fignify a duration that was paſt in 
the days of the Pfatmiſt, - But, upon ſecond . 
120 thoughts, | 
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« thoughts, the Engliſh reader will perceive, 

& that this cannot poſſibly be. The Pſalmiſt 
& here expreſſes his deſire, that Gop may be 
e bleſſed. But it is impoſſible to deſire, that 
«« Gop may be bleſſed, heretofore. To fay, 
. Bleſſed be GopD in paſt ages, would be ridi- 


cc culous. The text then muſt be rendered, 


ce Bleſſed be the Lord GoD of Iſrael FROM AGE 
cc TO AGE! that is, from this time forth, 
cc throughout all ages. Every one will allow 
« that the Hebrew word, Olam, here rendered 
cc everlaſiing, does frequently ſignify an age, or 
cc generation, Nor will any one object to this 
c interpretation the word AND ; from everlaſting 
« AND. t everlaſting, as if this would hinder 
« us from rendering the expreſſion, from age to 
c age; when he ſhall conſider, that the word 
« and, in ſuch-like expreſſions, is redundant, 
« or ſuperfluous, - in our language, whatever 
« grace it adds to the Hebrew phraſe. Thus 
« the Hebrew expreſſion, 2 Chron. ix. 26, is 
« literally. to be rendered—from the river and 
cc unto the land of the Phih/tines. Our tranſla- 
t tors have rendered the Hebrew particle by, 
cc even ;—from the river even unto. the land of 


the Philiſtines. It would have been as 
tres: © well 
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c well if EY had dropt it quite, and had 
ce ſaid, from the river to the land of the Phi- 
* Puke See alſo 2 Chron. xxx. 5. So the 
<«« paſſage of the Pſalm now under conſidera- 
tion may be rendered, Bl:fjed be Gon, from 
« age even to age, or, more ſimply, from age to 
* age, In the fame ſenſe the expreſſion is to 
E be underſtood, P/alm ciii. 17. The mercy of 
p the LORD is from everlaſting to everlaſting, or 
rather, from age to age; that is, from this age to 
the next, and ſo on throughout all future ages” 

__ HarLerTrT's N on pecul. Tee, 


—.— Enough, 1 truſt, has now wa ſaid, to 
e make it f ufficiently evident, that the doctrine 
« of univerſal ſalvation may be admitted as a 
* {cripture-truth, notwithſtanding the objefed = 
© phraſeologtes, in favour of never-ceaſing miſery, 
<< with reſpect to wicked men, as a contradic- 
e tion thereto. Did the ſcripture contain no- 
« thing that might be thought to countenance- 
ce the opinion of final univerſal happineſs, there 
« would be good reaſon, as we have ſeen, to 
3 think, that the future torments would have an 

* end: but it is much more reaſonable to be- 
hs ' lieve this, while we take into the argument 

« the 
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« the -&bvve proof of this doctrine; becauſe, ſo 
« far as it carries with it any real wright, it 
r ought to be looked upon as a good reaſon, 
 « hy we ſhould underſtand zhoſe phrajes in a 
<< Zmited, and not an 2 ſenſe, which ure 
* 2 8 of — 


e ſhall now finiſh my reply to this #/? 
* ohjeckton, with the following general remarks, 
« which, perhaps, may not be alrogether un- 
" Fg rn of notice, 


It 95 not t appear to me, that it would be 
« honourable to the infinitely righteous and 
c benevolent Governor of the world, to make 
ce wicked men ever/aftingly miſerable. For, in 
c what point of light ſoever we take a view of 
c en, it is certainly, in its nature, a finite evil. 
« Tt is the fault of a finite creature, and the 
« effect of fmrite principles, paſſions, and ap- 
« petites. To ſay, therefore, that the ſinner 
« is doomed to infinite miſery for the faite faults 
« of a finite life, looks like a reflection on the 
&« infinite juſtice, as well as goodneſs, of Gop. 
*I know it has been often urged, that /in is 
7]  infinite-evil, becauſe committed againſt an 
oj * infinite 
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« 1nfinite object; for which reaſon, an infinite 


ce puniſhment is no more than its due deſert, But 
ce this metaphyſical nicety proves a great deal too 
« much, if it proves any thing at all. For, ac- 
« cording to this way of arguing, all ſinners 
cc muſt ſuffer to the wime/? in degree, as well as 
ec duration; otherwiſe, they will not ſuffer /o 
e nuch as they might do, and as they ot to 
« do: which is plainly invonſiftent with that 
cc difference the ſcripture often declares there 
ce ſhall be in the puniſhment of wicked men, 
s according to the 4:fference there has been in 
e the nature and number of their evil deeds, 


© The Jnaliuj of the Aenne between 
ce thoſe, in this world, to whom the character 


« of wicked belongs in the lowe/? ſenſe, and 
« thofe to whom the character of pod is ap- 
ce plicable in the /i#e ſenſe, renders it incredible, 


that ſuch an amazivgly great difference ſhould = 


« be made between them in the future world. 
« The former differ from the latter, by a dif- 


« ference, as to us, ſo imperceptible, that it is, 


ce perhaps, impoſſible we ſhould be able fo 


« much as to diſtinguiſh the one from the other, 


« with nd manner of certainty: and yet the 
- «Ka * 


— 
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vc difference between them, in the other world, 
© according to the common opinion, will be 
cc doubly infinite; for the good are ſcreened from 
ce ;nfinite miſery, and rewarded with infinite hap- 
ec pineſi; whereas the wicked are excluded from 
© infinite happineſs, and doomed to infinite miſery. 

< For the reward and puniſhment, being both 
« eternal, however ſmall they may be ſuppoſed 
© to be in each finite portion of time, they 
e muſt at laſt become infinite in magnitude. 
How to reconcile this with the abſolutely 
te accurate impartiality of Go D, is, I 2 
cc beyond. me. 


4A * great part of thoſe, who will be 
« miſerable in the other world, were not, that 
« we know of, INCURABLY ſinful in his. 
< Multitudes are taken off before they have 
© had opportunity to make themſelves har- 
* dened, abandoned ſinners : and, ſo far as we are 
able to judge, had they been continued in 
life, they might have been formed to a vir- 
ie tuous temper of mind by a ſuitable mixture of 
& carrection, inſtruction, and the like. And can 
© it be ſuppoſed, with reſpe& to ſuch, that an 
* infinitely benevolent Gop, without any other 
2 friah, 
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" trial, in order to effect their reformation, | 
e will conſign them over to endleſs and irrever- 
te ſchle torment? Would this be to conduct 
te himſelf towards them like a Father? Let 
the heart of a father on earth ſpeak upon this 
ec occaſion. Nay, it does not appear, that any 
* ſinners are ſo INCORRIGIBLE in wickedneſs, 
« as to be beyond recovery by {till further methods 
ce within the reach of infinite wiſdom - and if 
© the infinitely wiſe Gop can, in any wiſe 
* methods, recover them, even in any other Hate 
F trial, may we not argue, from his infinite 
ce bencvolence, that he will? And is it not far 
© more reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the miſeries 
*© of the other world are a proper diſciphive in 
© order to accompliſh this end, than that they 
* ſhould be final and vindiZtive only ? 
* fmallneſ of the number of thoſe who 
ce ſhall be ſaved, in the next fate, ought, in all 
© reaſon, to be eſteemed a weighty argument 
32 interpreting any texts of ſcripture ſo 
* as to mean abſolutely eternal miſery. . It is a 
« plain caſe, if the next ſtate be final, but very 
ce few, comparatively, of the ſons of Adam will 
e be ſaved. Our SAVIOUR bimſelf-has faid, 
Vol. W * Marth, 
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ee Aal. vii. 14, Strait is the gate, ne narrow 


cc ig the way, which.leadeth unto life, and few there 
<< be that find it. Nor will. there be any room 
cc left to contrive ſhifts to elude the obvious 


.Cc natural ſenſe of theſe words, if we conſider 
cc the neceſſary qualifications in order to the find- 


ce ing this life, and- then compare the character 
.cc of mankind herewith. The choſen, and faith- 


ce ful, and true, though in the world, are not We 


« the world, but a peculiar and ſeparate people. 
c The whole world lieth in wickedneſs. It does 
< ſo at this day; as we ourſelves know, and 
s cannot but know, if we do not ſhut our eyes 
«c-apainſt the light. So it has done in the ages 
« that are paſt, if we may believe the inſpired 


* writers of ſcripture. And ſo it will do in 


the ages that are yet to come, if the ſame ſacred 
4 penmen may be depended on: for they aſſure 
„ us, that the earth that now is, with its inha- 
— bitants and works, are 4ept in flore, and re- 
ſerved unta fire, for the ungodhneſs, and infi- 
* delay, and wnrighteoufneſs, which, in rture 
** 77265, ſhall he nine gal prevalent. 


„New, if a few only of mankind, in the 


© fra! ne of things, are to be ſaved, and.the 


tc reſt 
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« Amed that is, ſentenced to endure neber- 
& ppding torments in hell, what a ſtrange idea muſt 
e have of the MERCY of the Chriftian dif- 
ce penfation, which is fo celebrated, in the New 
Teſtament writs, for its anfaredadl riches. 
% and glory? The birth of IEsus, the Saviour, 
ve into the world is fpoken of as glad tidings of 
great joy to all people, and an anthem of praiſe 
« was ſung, on this account, by the heavenly 
« hoft, to Gop, becauſe of the good- cuil hereby 
* diſcovered towards mankind, But if the 
greater part of mankind by far will eternally 
* perih in hell, notwithſtanding the incarnation 
ce of the Son of Gop, and all that he has ever 
re fuffered, or done, or will do, for their relief, 
* what occaſion was tliere for ſuch univerſal 
« joy? And with what propriety could glory 
« be given to Gor for his good-will towards 
« men? The total ruin of ſuch multitudes of 
the ſons of Adam appears to me a moſt pal- 
** pable inconſſſtenty with the grace of Gon as 
« exhibited in the goſpel of CHRIS. And it 
eis indeed incredible in itſelf, that God ſhould 
- © conſtitute his Son the Saviour of men, and 
ct the bulk of them be finally and eternally damned. 
Nor can it be any other than a baſe and groſs 


a 15 L reflection 
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ce reflection on the Saviour of men, whoſe pro- 

ce per buſineſs and office, as ſuch, it is, to defeat 
e the deſign of the Devil, and reſcue mankind 
c« out of his de/troying hands; I ſay, it cannot 
ce but reflect great diſhonour on him to ſup- 
ce poſe, that the Devil, notwithſtanding his 
cc mediatory interpoſition, and all that he could 
« do in oppoſition to him, ſhould finally get the 
« better of him, by effecting the everlaſting 
« damnation of the greater part of thoſe whom 
« he came from heaven on purpoſe to ſave. 
c To me, I own, the thought is ſhocking; nor 
« can I ſee how it is poſſibly reconcileable with 
cc the Honour that is due to CHRIST, in his 
ec character as the Saviour of men. The con- 
ce ſideration of bell as a purging fire* is that only 
«© which can make the matter ſit * upon 
« one's mind. 


2 Mr. 3 as I think, very jet * 6 The doQrine 
« of Furgatory, as now taught by the Papiſts, ſeems to be a cor- 
c ruptien of a genuine doctrine, held by the ancient fatbers, con- 
c cerning a pur ifying fire. It may, perhaps, be, that the abſolute 
«eternity of puniſhment was not received, till after the introduc- 
& tion of metaphytical ſubtleties, relating to time, eternity, &c. 
« and the ways of expreſſing theſe : that is, not till after the 
Ic Sagan philoſophy, and vain decem, had mixed itſelf with, and cor- 
46 N * ty.” OW: $ © on . vol. i ii. 2 429. 


« In 
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In fine, it ought to be particularly remem- 
ec bered and conſidered, that the proper tendency, 
ce and final cauſe, of evils and ſu ufferings, in this 
« preſent flate, are to do us good, in the natural, 
cc or moral ſenſe, or both. They are a ſuitably 
« adapted mean to this end; and the all-wiſe 
ce merciful Governor of the world makes uſe 
« of them as ſuch. This is the voice of rea- 
« ſon, confirmed by obſervation and experience; 
ec and the ſcr;pture concurs herewith in ſpeak- 
« ing of the puniſhments, evils, or ſufferings, 
« which it pleaſes God to bring upon the ſons 
« of men, as a proper diſcipline in order to hum- 
« he, and prove, and do them good in their latter 
end. The texts to this purpoſe are ſcattered 
c all over the Bible. And we have ſuch an 
«« obſervable paſſage as that, P/a. Ixxxix. 31, 
. 25. if his children forſake my law, and 
« walk not in my judgments; if they break my 
« fatutes, and keep not my commandments ; then 

« will I viſit their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and 
their iniquity with ftripes. NEVERTHELESS, 
«© MY LOVING-KINDNESS WILL I NOT ur- 
© TERLY TAKE FROM THEM. Whether theſe 
words are ſpoken of the children of David, 
ET or of the children of CHRIST, of whom David 
9 « was 


te was an illuſtrious pe, the leuing-Rindngſt of 
« Gop is repreſented as finally prevailing to- 
* wards them, And his viſiting their tranſereſ- 
ie fions with the rod, and their inaquity with ftripes, 
** is ſpoken of as the man, in a way of ici 
te dine, correction, or chaſtiſement, in order to 
e promote this end. And if cuil, puniſbmant, 
* or myſery, in the preſent life, be mercifully in- 

" tended for the good of the patiauts themſelves, 
de why not in the next life? Is the character 
of Go, as the Father of mercies, and God 
* of pity and grace, limited to this world only? 
Why ſhould it not be ſuppoſed, that the in 
2 i finitely benevolent Deity is the ſam? good being 
* in the other world, that he is in -s? And 
0 that he has the ſame kind and good intention in 
« the puniſbments of the nent ſtate, that he has 
e in this, namely, the profit," or advantage, of 
te the fufferers themſelues. This is certainly 
** moſt agreeable to the natural notions we en- 

e tertain of the any good Gon: and it is 

_« agreeable alſo to the ideas, which the ſerip- 
*© tures give us of Him. For they repreſent 
« his mercy under the emblem of the tendereſt 
4 paſſion in men, that of a father” s pity towards 
his children ; yea, they: deſcribe it $ by cp 
«of 
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« of Him, as afflidlad with: us in our aſſicliant, 
« and as grieved at the heart for the miſeries of | 
« Jfraet. And why ſhould: not theſe repreſen« 
« tations of the mercy of Gop be. extended to 
ec the future world? Why ſhould. He not be 
« looked upon as pitying ſinners, and puniſhing 
te them, in the next ſtate. as well as this, in 
t order to their benefit? Surely. a change in 
t the node, and place, of wicked men's exiſtence, . 
«will not infer a change in. the nature of that 
Gon, who is. the ſame. yeſterday, to-day, and 
&« fx ever, and muſt, in = other warld as well 
*" this, be diſpoſed to make it evident, that 
«he is a being of Bound and * 
2 | 


«Tt may be worthy of « our periel notice 
« here, not only the language of mankind, in 
* all ages, and in all places, as grounded on 
2 the moſt obvious reaſoning from the 20h 

« courſe of nature, but even the revelations of- 
a 2 conſlantly ſpeak. of Gop as the uni- 
derſal Father, as well as Governor, of, men. 
« And our Saviour, Ixsus CHRIST, has par- 
* ticularly taught us how to argue from this 

OM "_ pen a in to us. The argu- 
0 „ | 
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4 ment is, that (Arth. vii. 11.) If ye, FN | 
cc evil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
cc dren, how much more ſhall your Father, which 
« ig in heaven, give good things to them that aſk 
cc him? What now is the temper and conduct 
« of fathers on earth, though they are evil, to- 
« wards their off5pring? They readily do them 
« 700d, as they are able, while they behave 
« ſuitably ; and as readily cha/tie them for their. 
20 profit, when they need correction: but they 
do not put off the bowels of parents, and 
« puniſb their children without pity, having no. 
« view to their advantage, We ſhould enter- 
< tain an opinion of thoſe parents, as degene- 
ce rate to the laſt degree, who ſhould inflict 
s miſery on their own children, without any 
. * intention to promote their welfare thereby, 
ein any ſhape whatever. And ſhall we ſay 
that of our Father in heaven, (who, inſtead of 
being evi as all earthly fathers are more or 
* leſs, is infinitely ' good) which we cannot ſup- 
i <c poſe of any father on earth, till we have firſt 
te divefted him of the heart of a father? Can 


4 _** 1t reaſonably be conceived, that that Gop, 


who calls mankind his offipring without ex- 
TA pon, and him/zf their father, ſhould tor- 


O« ment 
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et ment them 2 without any. intention to do 
& them the leaſt imaginable good, as muſt be the 
cc caſe, if the doctrine of never-ending miſery be 
true? Will not God be as truly the father 
cc of wicked men in the other world, as he is 
« in this? And, if he puniſbes them there, muſt 


e jt not be in the character of their /ather, who 


cc deſires their good, and corrects them with a 
« kind intention to promote it? No good rea- 
ce ſon, I will venture to ſay, can be aſſigned, 

_ « why our SAvIOUR's argument, founded on 


g the nature of things, the relation that ſubſiſts 


ee between Gop and men; I fay, no good rea- 
ce ſon can be given, why our SAviouR's argu- 
e ment Much more will your Father in heaven 
give you good things —ſhould be confined to the 
“e preſent, and not extended to the future world. 
And, perhaps, the only thing that has led 
1 writers to confine the pity of our Fatber 
in heaven, and the merciful intention of his 
7 «uni his rebellious children, to the preſent 
« life, is, the notion they have previouſly im- 
e bibed of never-ceaſmg miſery; which, having 
* no real foundation in the ſacred books of 
de revelation, as has, I would hope, been abun- 
© dantly _—_— we are at liberty to conclude, 
r 275 09 © that 
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« that the n of cuil puniſhment, e 

& in the FUTURE WORLD, as well as this, is 
© fo DISCIPLINE wicked men, and, in this 
ce way, to effect their own SIONAL 6 


ct well as the general, good.” 
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DIALOGUE I. 


- TrEOPHILUS, ZELOTES, and PURGATUS. 


_ TapopuiLUs, | 
L225 Zelotes; "a — Doft tho 
remember it? 25 
. 1 
I think it is — I « -once 
knew i in our FRO ** 
B ; = io as 


- Had I not already ſeen ſeveral in a ſtate of 6 
— happineſs here, whom, white 'on 


d e 


4J2 ( — 


——— — — 
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earth we accounted adverſaries of religion, or 
of that which we eſteemed the truth, I ſhould 


not ſo readily conceive that ſtranger to be 
PuxcArus! 


ZELOTES. 
PuRGATUs! There is, indeed, ſome re- 
ſemblance; but it cannot be a reality! Thou 


remembereſt, 'T heophilus, under what ſentence 
I left him! 1 


THEOPHILUS. 
'T remember the fulneſs of thy aſſurance, 


when I heard thee pronounce a doom upon 


him for futurity ; but at that time I thought 


the language was harſh—accuſtomed, as 7 had 
been, to be confident. But as thy language, 
the effect of an ardent zeal, and a perſuaſion 


of thy being inſpired, I did not then preſume 


to rebuke thee. I did not indeed, myſelf, con- 


ſider him as an heir of falvation. But, how- 
ever God Almighty bath wrought, in the 
exerciſe of his power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, 
it muſt be Purgatus He approacheth us—let 


us meet him ! 


ZELOTES. 
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ZELOTES. 


Not as Purgatus; be not deceived, Theo- 
philus, 1 pray thee! 


THEOPHILUS, 


Zelotes, we have yet ſomething—ſome of us 
may have yet much, to learn, of the mercy of 
Gor !—that mercy which firſt reached us on 
earth, and which 1s eternally over all, in every 
ſtate of reflecting exiſtence! My preſent life 
is ſuſtained in mercy, but I cannot comprehend 
Before Thee, O LorD!- I marvel; and 
may all Thy dependant creatures praiſe Thee, 


on account of thy infinite * O Gon 
of Hoſts! | 


| ZELOTES. 

Amen! But let us paſs by the ſtranger for 
the preſent: it may be a temptation, even in 
this heavenly ſtate, for us to believe a lie. Re- 


member, Theophilus, the inhabitants of an 
higher heaven were tempted, and fell fl | 


THEO. 
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Taxorhixus. 


They were not tempted. in ee 

glory of the power of Gop; a power which is 
in and through all in all heights, and in all 
depths. Zelotes, 115 ſoul is filled, even now, 
with that faith, and runneth over; mercy raiſes 
its evidence above all doubt. x muſt ſpeak to 


Purgatus. 


E I greetr thee, our new companion, by the 
name of Purgatus—albeit thou haſt attained, 


ag I humbly truſt, another, and better name, 
* in the Lamb's Book of Life.?“ 


Potoaros, 


There is only one ſource of boundleſs good- 
neſs, to whom to aſcribe all praiſe, for ſalva- 
tion in Heaven, as well as from the earth. 
And ta Him muft every thing be aſcribed, that 
is worthy, and good, and glorious! But I 
find hate are degrees: of belief reſpecting tlie 
infinite nature of that goodneſs! I recog- 
nize thee; hy the name of Theophilus; a name 
which was among thoſe of the valiant in 
the church militant; 3 I knew it, and ſecretly 


honoured 
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honoured it, although I Toft the eompaniom- 
ſhip which I once had with thee, I greet thee 
now with ardency of affection. I alfo greet 
Zelotes—and that with as much affection as 
his preſent ſtate of faith can receive; for, as 1 
ſaid before, here, even here, are degrees of faith. 
Thou canſt nor, Zelotes, fully believe that I 
am the ſame on whom thou paſſedſt ſentence. 
Neither, indeed, am I. But for a change from 

my former ſtate, I never could have reached 
this! To Gon, as A ns and merciful - 
judge, be * e 


ZELOrEs. 


I would gladly believe all that may be aſcribed 
to the glory of Gop. But while I eon- 
ſider thy countenance, correſpondent as it is 
with the happineſs of this ſtate, and yet think 
I am beholding the face of one, who was Aua 
thema Mearanatha;; I remember the fervency 
and. aſſurance. with which I pronounced the 
wond of the Lon. upon him, and then belief 
fails me. I eannot believe that Go Almighty | 
uould inſpire me to pronounce a ſentence in 
His name, upon an adverſary of His truth, 


wick. He would not fulfil, But if thou art 
n 
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the redeemed ſpirit of that offender, thou re- 
membereſt, and wilt repeat the words of the 
ſentence; for Theophilus, who was preſent at 
my death- bed, promiſed di thould * con- 
veyed to thee. 


Tnzorhilus. | 
In my well-meaning zeal ! cauſed it to be 
done. : \ 8 ; 0 | 
; PuRGATUS.. 


a 2 | 
I remember them, Zelotes, and can now 
repeat them without the wrath and contempt 
which they once excited; and in which, with 
greater bitterneſs, though perhaps with leſs 
enthuſiaſm, I afterwards condemned thee! 
Thoſe were the days of our different weak- 
neſs and preſumption ! | | 


Thy words, as conveyed to me, were theſe: 
« He is a ſon of darkneſs, and a co-worker 
with the prince of the bottomleſs pit, in 
cc which his inheritance ſhall be for ever. And 
the judgment which I then (formerly) de- 
KL clared 3 him ſtands 9 by the Spirit 

FRY ek 


BYE 
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cs of the Los, by which I then declared unto 
<« him, that, in the name of that Gop that 
« ſpanneth the heavens with his ſpan, and 
« meaſureth the waters in the hollow of his 
“hand, I bind thee here on earth, and thou 
es art bound in heaven. And in the chain, 
cc under darkneſs, to the judgment of the great 
« day, thou ſhalt be reſerved, and thy faith and 
« ſtrength thou boaſteſt of I defv, and trample 
under foot &c.” 


ZELOTES. 


Is it poſſible that my words ſhould have 
been ſo full of judgment? Alas! they have a 
moſt preſumptuous ſound in this place. The 
Almighty, however, if He did not command, 
hath pardoned them. Therefore to Him be 
_ thankſgiving and glory; though I am amazed 
as in His preſence, and cannot underſtand His 
infinite plan of government and mercy! 


THEOPHILUS. 


But, Zelotes, thou confeſſeſt, alſo, that the 
| Almighty hath really reſtored to us the ſpirit 
of our brother Purgatus, doſt thou not? 


Vol. „ Z ETO. 
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Airs. | 


1 muſt, and 1 do confeſs; but how, * : 
Theophitus ! was it that thy faith was fo much 
more ſtrong, unto the glory of our Heavenly 
Father, than mine — even in this ſtate of fel- 
oP: | 


T HEOPHILVS. 


Our Creator and Preſerver knoweth us ſtill 
better than we know ourſelves. We may ever 
learn, if we are but ever willing to be taught. 
Our meekneſs ſhall furniſh our capacity for 
continual learning, by which we may con- 
tinually riſe higher in wiſdom. Therein is 
the power of God ſet over all, and the meek 
and joyful riſe in faith and happineſs by the 
2 ww that power. 


Poncarvs. 


can ſet an heavenly ſeal to the truth of the 
doctrine of Theophilus, having myſelf learned 
the leſſon, and experienced the power, of meek- 


neſs, through abundant tribulation. And, dear 
- Zelotes, thou wilt know more of this, when 
thou ſhalt have paſſed the heavenly © ſilence of 


th half 
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« half an hour,” which J preſume thou haſt 
not yet known in all its folemnity; but which, 
in the mercy of Gob, whoſe progreſſive plan 


of redemption and refihement paſſeth our com- 


prehenſion, thou * be brought to. 


| 221 rA ; 

I receive thee now as an angel of light, whom 

J had once rejected as a child of darkneſs; I 

receive and acknowledge thee now, as one 
anointed in Heaven, above thy fellows! 


PURGATUS. 


| Zelotes, thy ſoul is yet the ſeat of fervor in 
the extreme: thy faith in this heavenly ſtate 

partakes of it. Thy views and apprehen- 
ſions begin to enlarge into the divine fulneſs 
of celeſtial charity, and thou art tranſported 
with the change. But there is an heavenly 
temperance, which good and redeemed ſpirits 

increaſe in. I am not thy ſuperior by any di- 

vine decree. . I have no pretenſions here, any 
more than I ought to have had on earth, to 
ſuperior dignity. Our Gon hath made us, 
and will keep us, fellow ſervants; and therein 
| M 2 will 


Fd 
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will our harmony be complete. I have alſo a 
ſeal for the verity of theſe things ; and am a 
witneſs that the . heavenly ſilence of half an 

hour, which Purgatus hath . quoted from the 
revelations, will yet, Zelotes, remove all the 
remains of that imperfection, which ariſes from 
the quickneſs and ardour of thy ſpirit, ſo much 
-accuſtomed, as it once was, to religious zeal ! 
It is the laſt conqueſt, not over fin, but imper- 
fection, that we have to make. I had frequent 
convictions of this ſort, in the infirmity of 

| the lower world, and 1 needed them. 


Z ELO TES. 


May my eonvictions alſo, here, 1 and 
the ſeaſon of effectual heavenly ſilence come! 


TazprutLos. 


Thus i is fulfilled, in an high and hs 3 
ſenſe, this word: Thy people ſhall be a willing 
cc people in the day of 6 


Exkrorzs. 
35 pray Gov that this may be alſo redllized, | 


in my experience here, for ſurely it appertaineth - 
to 


WoRLD: or SPIRITS. 177 
to the heavenly ſtate, more than to the earthly,, 
Be ye perfett, even as your Father which is in 
Heaven is , / 


T HSOPHILUS.. 


Thou ſayeſt well, and it is well with thee: 


in that thou ſo ſayeſt, We are miniſtring 
ſpirits one unto another, and I rejoice in, 
miniſtring this unto thee; be it according to thy. 
prayer and thy faith — But, Purgatus, why 
ſeemeſt thou thus penſively and inwardly af- 
fected, ſince it was written, that the Lorp /hall- 


wipe away all tears from off all faces—and none 
ſball Ee that they are ſick? 


Puk GA Tus. 


Thou kneweſt well the difference on extth? 
between tears of ſorrow and tears of joy; 4 
though ſorrow and fighing ſhall be no more; 
and though we be all changed; and in the 
mercy of Gop ſhall be changed, from glory 
to glory, as in the preſence of the Loxp; yet. 
are the children of the ranſome, and of the 
reſurrection, both on earth and in heaven, but 
creatures creatures that cannot but be affected 
55 with the TAY theme of mercy ! 


M * 


1 
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 TaeoPHILUs. 


1 rejoice, then, in theſe thy feelings; they 
become thy ſtate ; but ſeeing, Purgatus, that 
thou haſt joined us, through much tribulation, 
and haſt been marveljouſly refined from the 
droſs and from the tin of thy own works, 
relate to us, if it be permitted thee, thy re- 
demption, and let us conſider it as a ſubject of 
| thankſgiving and praiſe! 


 ZELOTES, 


Let me : allo add my wiſhes, what. we may 
edify together, from the detail of a work of 
judgment, crowned with everlaſting mercy |! 
Purgatus, thy preſence hath already done me 
tood. And notwithſtanding my unbelief at 
the firſt, I now rejoice with unutterable joy 
for thy ſalvation. Proceed if thou canſt, as 
our brother Theophilus requeſted: for every | 
theme, and every ſtage of ſalvation and peace, 
on earth, is worthy of being remembered in 
| Heaven, and dwelt upon with thankſgiving ! 


PuRGATUS. 


Moſt readily, and moſt gladly, wauld I relate 
to you, if it were poſſible, the whole that I 
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have known of te the loving kindneſs of our 
« God, in the land of the living:” but had 


not the ſubject exceeded all power of human 


conception, or heavenly ſpeech, ſurely I had 
not hoe boy? 


Taxorhlkvs. \ 


We were animated on earth by a lively faith 
in this divinity: O the depth of the riches 
« both of the wiſdom and knowledge of Gop! 
« How unſearchable are his judgments, and 
e his ways paſt finding out! In that ſtate of 
ignorance, in which * we ſaw but darkly as 
„through a glaſs,” we had ſometimes 2 
« zeal not according to knowledge; yet our 


faith in the plenitude of immortal goodneſs, 


and the taſte we had of immortal love, kept 
us alive, in a ſtedfaſt and fervent hope; —a 
hope that prepared us for rejoicing in all the 
good in which we now rejoice ;—yea, and 
in which we ever will rejoice | Proceed, we 
pray thee! Wa 


PURGATUS. 


How ſhall I relate the conflict of that dir, 
_ when judgment began its work unto victory? 
Ho 
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How ſhall I ſet forth the ſolemnities of that 
ſeaſon, when I laid me down' in ſickneſs, 
„ mourning, lamentation, and woe?“ 


The work of my repentance, for the deeds 
done in the body, was indeed cut ſhort in 

righteouſneſs! The weight of the judgment 
that was upon me, was as the mountains; and 
the over-flowings thereof as the waves of the 
troubled ſea. The awful ſentence of Gop's 
judgment, ſeemed to me irrevocable. Death 
itſelf ſeemed to lay in wait for my ſoul, to take 
it; and all its terrors laid hold upon me! I 
had nothing to plead: the merits and the 
atonement of him who died for all, had no 
language of application for me: and though 
they were tranſiently thought upon, it was 
only in ſecret horror and inward deſperation. 
Then cried I, the bitter cry of Cain; * My 
“ puniſhment is greater than I can bear: and 


þ in all the bitterneſs and anguiſh of my diſtreſs, > 


I wept, inwardly, thoſe tears, which ſoftened 
the hardneſs of my heart, and I was enabled to 
cry for mercy in the name of Jesus. 


; "0 
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In the accumulated darkneſs and diſtreſs of 
a moſt tremendous night, my ſoul ſeemed: to 
take her journey from that world! But whither 
ſhe was journeying, or to what depths of miſery 
bound, was then an awful uncertainty, But 
as the mercy, ſo the judgment (which indeed is 
' mercy too) of the Moſt High, is not to be ſet 
forth. My ſuffering was a ſeaſon. of peculiar: 
pain. The miſery, likewiſe, was felt, and the 
wailings were heard, of unnumbered furround-. 
ing ſpirits! I loſt, by degrees, all recollection 
of time, of paſt tranſgreſſion, and of paſt tribu- 
lation! I ſeemed in the chaos of eternity, wherein 
one day is as a thouſand years, and a thouſand- 
| years as one day. How long, therefore, the du- 
ration was, aſk me not. Conſciouſneſs at length: 
became loſt in theghaos : and I afterwards found 
that I had ſlept, but through what periods of 
duration, I had no power of eſtimation afforded 
me to judge of. But that ſleep was a ſleep of 


reſt, and the entrance into the unſpeakable 
mercies 0 our Gop! 


When awoke, out of that ſleep, I found my 
ſelf ſtanding on the borders of a pleaſant land, 
which a good angel told me was the verge of, 


the 
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ke region of the ſpiritual Paliſtine. I fell down, 
with my face to the ground, and werfhipped, 
and pave thanks; and with me was a company 
af the tranſꝑreſſors of many nations, who, be- 
| cauſe of the bitterneſs of their cry, and their 
fincere mourning and penitence before Goo, 
were delivered from the judgment, and found 
themſelves clothed with new bodies, as I alſo 
was. I lifted up my eyes at the inward ſenſe 
of a privilege to look up, and thoſe who were 
with me alſo looked up. And lo! MouNr 
S1oNn was before me, and behold a clear 
and glorious light appeared upon that moun- 
tain! And the Lokp of the whole earth, and 
of all redemption, was there, and angels mini- 
ſtered unto him. His face was the likeneſs of 
the mercy of Gon; and as the glory of Gop 
was the ſhining thereof. His raiment was as the 
| brightneſs of the fir ament when the ſun goeth 
down; and the croſs on which he was crucified 
ſtood on the mountain beneath him, and ſhined 
as burniſhed gold. And a multitude, which no 
man could number, ſeemed to flow in; ſome 
from under clouds of darkneſs, as from long 
puniſhment, tribulation, and woe; and others, 
more ſerene and happy, from brighter quarters 
: | . 
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of the earth, as though their ſins had gone 
« before-band to judgment.” And they all 
ſtood ſtill, and were aſtoniſhed at the glory of 
the mountain; yet no man faid unto another, 
here is no. room for thee; neither © ſtand 
& thou behind me.” And as I ſtood amongſt 
them I heard the ſound of melody from the 
mountain; and I heard, as it were, the found 
«of harpers harping with their harps.” And 
while I was beholding, one of the angels 
ſounded a golden trumpet, and ſaid, Draw 


& near unto the great ranſome of the day of 


E continual mercy, that was ſealed on Galvary!” 


- adm | 


Verily the Loxp our God is wonderfuts in 
all his ways, glorious in mercy as in holineſs! 
I 'was made to partake, though in a viſion, of a 
different ſolemnity, of the ranfome on Mouvr 
1 CaLvaRy, alſo! 


Tnrernirus. 


And my ſoul beareth witneſs in this ſtate, 

as it did on earth, that there is no name given 

by ven any can be ſaved, and juſtified, and 
admitted 
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admitted into this reſt, but the name of Ixsus. 
He was, indeed, and ever is, to his- militant 
church, IMMaxueL! He ſaveth, and deliver- 
eth from temptation, all them that believe in 
his name; and inwardly prepareth them for an 
Inheritance in his glorious kingdom, for ever : 
But the 44 preparation for that inheritance, 
and by which men are fitly convinced that their 
falvation is «not barely by works of righteouſ- 


4 neſs which they have done,” muſt be effected 


through the ſpiritual viſion of MounT Car- 
VARY! I alſo was brought to the celeſtial 
righteouſneſs of that place, in my paſſage to 
this heavenly kingdom, leſt any tincture of the 
nature of my former ſelf ſhould remain, and 
unfit me for that joy, which only is complete 
| in che reign of CaurIsT and of Gop!. 


Zxlorks. 7h 


44 perceive, my ever dear and Win 
brother, that thou haſt a ſermon for me in 
heaven! I, truly, was brought to CaLvary, 
and ſuffered much abaſement, as well as deli- 
verance, there; but I fear I brought away with 
me a tincture of my own zeal, which till now, 
impeded the divine ___ of my faith, and 

mixed 
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mixed with the ſincerity of my love. Hence 

it was, that I was rather diſpoſed to wiſh, that 
this our pardoned and ranſomed brother ſhould” 
never be numbered in heaven, than that my 
prophecy ſhould fail! Alas! the myftery of 
that refined deceitfulneſs, which enters into a 
zeal. for the 1 cauſe of the Lonp of = 
hoſts ! | 


I wiſh 1 my dear friends, whom I left behind, 
may not have publiſhed the ſenterice which I | 
ſo raſhly pronounced; death- bed declarations, 

though ſometimes the effect of diſcompoſure 
of the mind, are liable to wrong eſtimation and 
uſe, among poor imperfect over-zealous men. 
But why ſhould I be ſolicitous about it? Gop. 
hath pardoned and rectified what was amiſs in 
me, and he will moſt certainly prevent any evil 
ariſing to other beings from any words of mine! 
Glory to him for ever. 


58 e 925 
Thy deliverance from the remains of thy 
imperfect zeal will more fully come! And 
thou wilt ſee, yet more clearly, and feel, as 
Trrits, refined through greater ſuffering, have 
Ss learned 
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learned to feel, the e of the love of 
our Go 


ö Turornil b 8. 


Thy infirmity, Zelotes, was not that of a 
Wert will; and though thou wert wantmg 
in meekneſs, thou hadft thy uſefalnefs among 
men, and in thy zeal waſt accepted as a ſervant 
of thy own order. Thou haſt not been alone 
in thy infirmities. The prophet Fonah, though 
deeply convinced of the love and mercy of his 
'Gob, towards all who become penitent, even 
through terror, was afraid to propheſy of judg- 
ment, left repentance and pardon ſhould fol- 
low. And after he did prophefy, with an 
effectual alarm of deſtruction, it ſeemed as 
though he would rather the whole city of 
Nineveh ſhould have periſhed, than that tlie ac- 
compliſhment of his prophecy ſhould have been 
9 by the divine mercy! / 


But the infinite nature of the . and 
goodneſs of the Loxp Almighty, is more than 
ſufficient to correct, and reduce to heavenly 

order, whatever hath been amiſs in his ſervants. 


PVR CGATus. 
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— 


Pux S ATruv s. 

Thany liſtened, with delighted 2 
your reflections, and am thankful that the work 
of additional conviction, is going forward in 
this preſent ſtate, as the means of advancement 
2 oh, higheſt wiſdom as well as the higheſt 

love. My happineſs. will be increaſed, if the 
; 3 of my relation may be the means 
of enlarging your convidtions,, to the glory of 
Gop, and the increaſe of thankſgiving. For 
I perceive, that though we have all been ran- 
ſomed, ſanctified, and juſtified at CaLvary, 
yet have we been there benefited in different 
companies, or claſſes of companions z have had 
different views of the ceconomy and ſalvation 
of the laſt glorious audit; and that in pro- 
portion to our different prejudices, ſuffermgs 

for ſin, and degrees of reſinement, whieh-v we 
had «ning experienced ! | 


FHEOPHILUS. 
That is undoubtedly true—proceed now, 
we intreat thee, in thy ſolemn narrative, 
PURGATUS. 


When the angel ſounded the golden trumpet, 
and gave permiſſion to draw near; the multi- 
tude | 
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tude that had been waiting, in ſilent aftoniſh- 
ment at the glory which they beheld, moved 
towards the mountain. And I fav among 
them that moved with me, a company of many 
people, that ſeemed to be incumbered with a 
number of earthen veſſels, ſome carrying them 
in their hands, and others on their ſhoulders ; 
while others again had various inſtruments of 
muſick, much reſembling thoſe that were ſeen 
on the earth. And behold there was another 
angel employed to ſound, and he ſounded theſe 
words; © approach no farther.” And all the 
multitude ſtood ſtill, and were filent, and waited 
till - they ſhould be commanded what to do. 
Then the angel ſounded again, and faid unto 
them who were incumbered with earthen veſſels, 
e What have you brought with you?” And 
they anſwered, © The ſum of the righteouſneſs 
of the whole law, which we have kept, and 
de have not tranſgreſſed; therefore have we 
brought it as the proper purchaſe of our 
„„ 
But 5 angel ſounded again, and anſwered 
in the name of the Loxo of the whole earth, 
5 * away thoſe earthen veſſels from you, 
« their 
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c their contents are babe and their weight 

* alſo. Your righteouſneſs availed much in 
ce the world, both to yourſelves and your fellow 
< beings; it had its reward there, and ſaved you 
from judgment ; but this is the day of ; 3 


Then ſaid he angel unto pa ik had 
brought muſical inſtruments, „And wherefore 

c have you brought theſe?” But they began 

to be confounded, and anſwered with ſhame, 
« We had brought theſe with us to make melody 
ce in heaven; having weakly conceived that 
cc the muſick with which we had been delighted 
© on earth, was in itſelf divine, and muſt enter 
into ſongs of heavenly praiſe.” Then the 
angel anſwered them alſo, « Caſt away theſe 
« from you, for of ſuch things ye ſhall have 
« no need: neither, indeed, can you enter with 
« them into heaven: but you ſhall all 1 
your melody in yourſelves.“ 


The veſſels and instrumente being caſt away, 
the multitude were directed to move again to- 
ward the mountain; and they accordingly 
moved, till they came within the diſtance of 
two hundred cubits of the foot of the moun- 

Vor. III. e tain, 
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tain, which was the ſpace appointed for the 
attendance of- the angels before the throne on 
which the LoxD of the whole earth fat, for 
the ſanctification of the multitude. And when 


we had approached to the ſpace of the angels, 


the multitude ſtood ſtill of their own accord, 
as not being able to endure a nearer approach 


do the glory of the mountain; and there we 
fell down on our faces, and worſhipped, and 


gave thanks; ſor the love of Gon and of the 


Lamb had reached us, and the hearts of the 


hindermoſt of them that had moved towards 
the mountain, became melted thereby; through 


all the multitude a voice was not heard, for no 
one retained the power of utterance: but tears 


were on all faces the laſt tears of penitence 


for tranſgreſſion, and forgetfulneſs of Go; 


tears of tenderneſs for the ſufferings of Ixsus; 
tears of joy for the boundleſs benefits of his 
covenant! It was then that theſe words were 
moſt divinely verified : “ Blow the trumpet in 


« Zion, any a faſt, call a ſolemn Ry Th | 


- he profiration of this. multitude con- 
tinued for a ſhort ſeaſon, till the firſt angel 
n ſounded from the mountain, and ſaid; 


N t Ariſe bf 


U 
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Ariſe and ſtand on your feet; your tears and 
« your thankſgivings have been accepted, and 
« your tribulations are finiſhed!” And when' 
we had all ſtood up, we beheld the glory of the 
mountain inereaſe, and our fight was ftrengthen- 
ed to behold it. And we beheld the face of 
the Long of all the earth, that ſhine with an 
| indifcribable glory. We heard the found of 
the melody of the angels, that was made with- | 
cout any viſible inſtruments; the ſmell of the 


place was ſweeter than the finell of Leba- 
non; the odours' of all Arabia ſeemed to be 


thre; and there ſeemed to be the ſpiritual 
| We of the ſacrifices of all altars, and of all 
hills! 


And as we ſtood before the mountain, and 
beheld the glory, and rejoiced in the preſence 
of the Loxp, and of the angels, the angel 


which had the golden trumpet ſounded the laſt 


time, and ſaid: «© Bleſſed are ye penitent from 
* all the ends of the earth; ye have been re- 
c deemed through judgment, and ranſomed in 
« the love of JesUs, our Lord; and death 
and hell ſhall be no more unto you! Depart 
« therefore 1 into everlaſting habitations!“ 


N2 . As 
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As ſoon as the angel had ia theſe words, 
the viſion of the mountain, and of the glory, 
and of the angels, became changed for a ſen- 
ſible abode in theſe realms, in which we have 
now the happineſs to be united, and to enjoy 
this new and unſpeakable reſt! The power 
which we now have, of recollecting the ſorrows 
that are paſt, we feel to be a triumphant power, 
cover death, hell, and the grave, unmixed with 
any conſciouſneſs of guilt, or any fear of falling 
again into a deſire of any other enjoyment, 


than the ſong of Holineſs unto the LoRD for 
ever : ALLELUJAH| | 


1 Tnzorhilus. 
Glorious and triu mphant 1251 


1 © 


To be acknowledged, and magnified, for 
ever and ever. ALLELUJAR! | 


DIALOGUE 


DIALOG K« 


Henry VIIL.—Dules of SOMERSET and 
NoRTHUMBERLAND. — 


HENRv. 

O I not, after this long experience of 

miſery, behold the faces of two of my 
old friends, Hertford and De Liſle? I ſhould 
have been glad, once more, to ſee you, if any 
_ recollection of our former intercourſe could. 
give me pleaſure. But if I rightly judge, 
though you ſeem to have newly met in theſe 
unjoyous ſhades, you have but little ſympathy 
with each other in your unhappineſs! You 
look rather with mutual jealouſy and envy. - 


Tell me, Hertford, are not my ſentiments 
ri * 


SOMERSET. 


Your. majeſty, or rather, as I ſhould have 
ſaid, your once-acknowledged majeſty, has rightly 
remembered my perſon. And the diſcovery 
of you gives me ſome ſmall alleviation of 
5 en and ſolicitude, But K muſt tell you, 


that 
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that for want of being acquainted with the 
latter part of my life, you: have miſnamed my 
dignity. 


5 Dp On HzNRv. 
O, my old friend ! what a word is dignity /— 
De ee how has it long fared with thee ? 


— 


If T ſhould attempt to tell, words muſt fail 
me! But hope 1 have not been more miſer- | 
able than Somerſet : neither is he more intitled 
to di ;/tinfion than myſelf. I alſo am a duke; and 

you cannot expect that I ſhould recognize your - 


majeſy, it you 1 at my dignity, tod. 


; Henry, 

I ſpurnat nothing, my friend; that is all paſt 
with me: I have learned to condemn myſelf, 
and therefore I pity you, My maje/ly has long 
been no more: remembrance that it ever exiſted, 
has coſt me many a heavy thought! Your 
remaining unhappineſs ſeems to ariſe much 

from your yet- unconquered pride. _ Whatſo- 


4 
ever of evil was | not conquered, in the will, 


3 2 | 
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before we quitted the body, remained to be 
ſubdued through greater n Fi maſt 
have its end. 


Sous. 

| I do not, for my part, feel a very ſtrong 4. 
tachment to my former title. It brought me 
but little comfort, in the world which gave 
it me; but I do not like to be treated with diſ- 
reſpect by one, who, admitting he ever was a 
duke, was made fo after my days: I knew no- 
thing of his dukedom. He was known, when 
I left the world, only as Earl of Warwick; but, 


perhaps, I was put to death to make way for 
his agerandizement. 


N ORTHUMBERLAND. 


» As thou wouldſt have ſacrificed me in og 
circumſtances! 


> | | SOMERSET. | 


Aa as thou (I have been informed) waſt, at | 
length, Oy ſacrificed, thytelf. 5 


TEE F ' Henry. 


Ps 
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Henry. 


| What do I hear? and what miſerable com- 
forters am I like to have in you? You boaſt 
of dukedoms, give hints of late murder, and 


what beſide I know not; but ſay, my old 


friend, didſt thou really come into theſe regions 
by the title of _— of as 


Ca 


T hat is a trying queſtion ; I was ; ſuch a 
duke, in a world of ambition, which I made a 


| prelude to the greater calamity, that is now upon 


* 


me; but the queſtion, by what title I came 


Ale awakens me to more humble Nee 


HENRY. 


When I knew thee in the mortal body, thou 
waſt not the moſt envious or malignant of men 
And I am perſuaded thou haſt not been the 
laſt to humble thyſelf here: thy thoughts muſt 
have wandered again into new dangers of 
ambition !-——But, De Lite, didſt thou come 
hither by the title of duke of Northumberland ? 


NoRTHUM- 
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NoRTHUMBERLAND- 


Ves. That was my title; and ſince I have 
here found no better dignity, I have an equal 
right with Somerſet, to aſſert and maintain a 
diſtinction, which I obtained at leaſt by an 

equal * 


HENRY. 

Somerſet was urged by ſurpriſe into new jea- 
louſies; but he has corrected himſelf of this 
_ folly, and is growing wiſer. He, I hope, will 
ſoon be ſufficiently weary of ſuch vain and 
wretched ſtrife. My title was. once deem a 
great; that ſuppoſed greatneſs was a ſource 6f 
much unhappineſs, and ſucceeding woe; but 
humbled and afflited as I am, I ſeem to 3285 
ſome ſuperiority over you, in that I have learned 
to renounce a boaſting diſpoſition. Even that 
ſuperiority I wiſh not that you ſhould ſuffer me 
to maintain: perhaps I have gained it through 
degrees of miſery, which you can never expe- 
rience, becauſe your crimes may have required 
eſs atonement : leſs poignancy of puniſhment 
may be your portion, for we cannot under- 
tand the rules by which the infinite Judge 


diſpenſes 


\ 
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diſpenſes of eternal judgment; the ſoul that 
| hath been moſt polluted may become ſooner 
changed than that which hath been leſs; but, 
the quantity of the miſery muſt be ever propor- 
tioned to our crimes. Some purpoſe, as well 
as the eternal righteouſneſs, of the Judge, is 
hence deducible. And what ſhall that purpoſe 
be, but good? Are ye not capable of a wiſh 
for good? . Evil was never fo reſolutely borne 
as that. But while /?rife of pride is maintained, 
good, however to be received, cannot come 
Fo apply this, then, to preſent means of unhap- 
pizeſs. Former titles were at leaſt but former 
vapities; and to keep up the remembrance of 
them here, could avail nothing, to the leaſt 
guilty: to the moſt guilty, it muſt be to aug- 
ment their wretchedneſs. But if we are to uſe 
ſome diſtinction of name, your titles, being as 
empty as any other ſounds to me, I will call 
you by them; and unleſs you can find a name 
for me more Simple, call me Henry, and addreſs 
me as your fellow. So much for titles and 
names. Let us turn our thoughts, I pray you, 
to ſomething. more important, 


We | 
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Me have done with the bufineſs of that world 
of wickedneſs—a world in which you, as well 
as my unhappy ſelf, muſt have borne an un- 
worthy part—otherwiſe ye had not been here: 
but the ſpirits whom I left behind, were immor- 
tal! (Seriouſneſs ſhall reſt for ever on that 
ſound!) They muſt nu exiſt : the where, and 
the how, concern us next to our own cala- 
mities: with thoſe calamities, indeed, they are 
mingled, I have found it ſo; but while thoſe 

whom I jr have been here conſtantly pre- 
ſent to my mind, and have thereby augmented 
my wretchedneſs ; thoſe in whom I took de- 
light, and on whom only my ſoul reſted for 
pleaſure, have not been permitted to leſſen one 

gloomy reflection! You will perceive that I 

allude, among others, to my child Edward. 
Can you give me any tidings of him? 


SOMERSET. 


I left him living, when this 7/arwick brought 
me to the ſcaffold ; but as a part of my offence 
was loving thy ſon. too well, and enjoying too 
much of his princely favour, I know not of a 
certainty whether he was protected or ruined: 
| erhaps 
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perhaps the latter for it was not probable that 


ſo much malignity, as my enemy poſſeſſed, 
ſhould be ſatisfied with one object. 


NortTHUMBERLAND, 


Thy infinuations partake of thy earthly na- 
ture; and thou, who in that ſtate of being 
hadſt ever an ear open to calumny, betrayeſt 
in this, thy former liſtening againſt me, to vile 
and ſlanderous ſpirits ; but I defy thee to prove 
againſt me the treachery wich thou wouldft 
load me with. 


SOMERSET. 


A guilty conſcience, even "RY will betray 
itſelf! But I have nothing to do with proof; 
againſt thee, for thy evil deeds: thou art under 
the puniſhment of eternal juſtice—that is ſuffi- 
cient for thee! 


HENRV. 


es! T begin to fear the reſt. * "IR MEER 

land, tell me, I pray thee, what became of my 
. fon? But why do I aſk for the poſſibility of 

more unhappineſs? Have I not had enough? 
| - And 
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And how ſhall the gratification of ſuch curio- 


ity either help me, or diminiſh evil that 4 is not 
to be prevented? 


| NoRTHUMBERLAND. 
He died! He died while yet a youth, 


SOMERSET, | 
That was no Arrange event. 


Henry. 


But, Somerſet, (to hazard at leaſt one parti- 
|  eular enquiry) by whom was thy warrant of 
| death ſigned? Surely not by my child, 


SOMERSET, 


- By the hand of Edward; but I believe his 
heart was far from it. Would to the righ- 
teous King of Heaven, that I could blot out 
from the fair page of thy child's infancy, ſo 

great a contraſt to the wiſdom and virtue of his 
other deeds! But had I the power of con- 
cealing it from thee, JY/arwick would tell it 
thee from motives of malignity, to augment 
thy trouble. 


Hinzy. | 
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| HENRY. 

J afked not, Somerſet, for another reflection 
on thy former competitor it may be true 
but ſeeing, as thou haſt confeſſed, that he is 
under his due degree of a righteous retributive 
judgment; from which alſo thou thyfelf art 
not yet delivered, becauſe thou art not puri- 
fied for deliverance — let that ſuffice, If thy 
ceearthly injuries and ſufferings have been com- 
penſated here, already, with ſome degree of 
evidence that MERCY lives for ever think 
moſt on that! It is poſſible for us to protract 
the period of our poſſible releaſe which is to 
renew our guilt! All the advantage to be reaped 
from alluſion to the former ſcene, if that ſcene 
be found full of infirmity, error, and wicked- 
neſs, is to be the more convinced by i it of the 
general evil of human nature, that we may 
reverence the holineſs of Gon! 


SOMERSET. 


That is moſt true! I wiſh to correct my=- 
- felf from all remains of an upbraiding diſ- 
poſition | 0 | | 


NoRTHUM- 
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_ _ _ NoRTHUNBERLAND. A 
By that calumniating tongue of thine, Sam- 
erſet, thou haſt given full proof that thou wert 

juſtly puniſhed. Thy ambitious ufurpation of 
authority, fully called for the ſaerifice of thy . 
head, and proved that thy prince was the vice- 
gerent of Heaven, in- 2 thee to de- 
ſtruction. 


0 HzxN nv. 

I conjure thee, Northumberland, e to 
juſtify on the one hand, nor to reproach on 
the other: I have found, by woful experience, 
that all former diſcord had an infernal ſource, 
and muſt be atoned for in alten 6 2 


ert SOMERSET. 


Dash as I have been, to theſe a | 
regions, to bear in this poor exiſtence, a judg- 
ment upon certain impieties of my nature; I 
can yet, Northumberland, (1 renounce envy, and 
give theo that name) I can yet acquit myſelf of 
evils which thou wouldſt impute-to me. I feel 
myſelf leſs malignant than thyſelf at leaſt, even 
in this miſery. And though I have learned that 

| thou 
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thou, in thy turn, waſt brought to the ſcaffold, 
(in conſequence of the progreſs of thy ambi- 
tion) I wave any further reproach on that head, 
and look upon thee with pity, as more deeply 
3 than myſelf! Bt” 


. NoRTHUMBERLAND. 5 
How is it that thou wilt make thyſelf 0. 
wretched? Surely thou haſt no claim to 
favour, more than others! Haſt thou not had 
| Frarricade to atone for, among, thy erimes? 


SOMERSET. 


I thoupht myſelf obliged to conſent to the 
| Ang of one,* whoſe turbulence was not to 
be governed; and I conſented to the ſacrifice, 
not of a brother, but of a citizen, who troubled 
the government, and endangered the peace of 
the people. I lamented the loſs of a brother; 
while juſtice to the community required me to 
relinquith him! But ] would not plead for 
purity of motives, where jealouſy of power, and 

the ſacrifice of blood, were ſo nearly connected. 


His brother, Sir 7. bomas Seymour, one of the Council. 


NoRTHUM- 


WorLD OF SPIRITS, 199 


Monza. 


Neither, if theſe motives could warrant this 

in facrificing thy own brother, can I be at-a 
loſs to juſtify whatever I did, to counteract the 
purpoſes of my enemies. Thy own death, fo 
far as I was concerned in it, ſhall be pleaded as 

a virtuous meaſure; and even all the political 
facrifices that were made at the inſtigation of 
Henry himſelf, will become juſtified, and placed 


among the good deeds, which have brought 
him to this happy exiſtence! 


Hawks: 


Alas! Alas! What a world of. wicked- 
neſs and deſolation was that! And what a. 
Nate of hardneſs in guilt is this! What words 
ſhall befit me better in this place, than thoſe of 
poor ambitious and ſuffering Woolſey: © Had I 
« but ſerved my God!” Had I but ſought 
counſel of Him, and walked obediently before 
Him! then had my kingdom been exampled 
in fear, in reverence, and in truth! then had 
TI not been doomed, myſelf, to theſe woes, and 
to the ſorrows of beholding the victims of the 
_Uvi ine juſtice! Put my polluted days were 

Vox. III. 0 e 
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ſpent in the wantonneſs of ſenſuality and blood- 
ſhed, which gave a ſanction to oppreſſion, and 
rendered crimes familiar 


I cannot 3 thee, Northumberland, if 
reproaches would avail either thee or me. My 
own moſt impious example forbids it: I ſhould 
rather attribute thy ſufferings, and thy  vain- 
_ glorious ſtate, to the influence of my own 
abominations! All the innocent, abuſed, and 
righteous friends and relatives, who fell victims 
to my paſſions and hypocriſy, are witneſſes 
againſt me, that I laid the foundation of trouble 
to my fellow beings, by my own crimes. Ye 
alſo are witneſſes: but in the reverent acknow- 
ledgment of that juſtice which is for ever, how 
' ſhall we hope any deliverance from this kind of 


intercourſe, but by our continual endeavours 
to be humble? 


we, my 8 companions, may tor- 
ment one another by mutual recrimination— 
ſuch is the power to be derived from that dia- 
bolical agency which ſurrounds us. But ſince 
the deeds that are paſt, are not now. to be re- 
medicd ; and there is an eternal Gop in Heaven 
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to be acknowledged with trembling, let us not 
- farther provoke his judgments upon us, I con- 
jure you both! O for ſome portion of that 
ſpirit which once dwelt in Cranmer/ Is it im- 
poſſible that ſome miniſtration of ſuch a ſpirit 
may attend us, unworthy as we all have been 1 


SourRsET. 


He, indeed, was once © a burning as a 
* ſhining light. But he alſo was human, and 


his perverted hand became ſtained with blood! 


My death warrant was ſigned by his conſent ! 


Henry... 


Was it poſſible that he ſhould leave the altar 
for ſuch a deed! He who once virtuoully fled 
from holding counſel . againſt his inveterate. 
enemy! Your times muſt then have been 
perilous and moſt bloody! And if his hand 
was found ſtained with blood, in ſtate policy, 
then may it poſſibly have been ſo in religion; 
and then may the judgment of a righteous 

Govy have fallen upon him alſo! For, moſt 
awfully juſt and equal are the diſpenſations of 


* nn of Norfolk, leſt under ſontence of death by. Henry. | 
O 2 the 
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the Almighty! Let us then talk no more of 
Cranmer—let us not attribute to humanity any 
ſtability of excellence; but, as only one is good, 
that is, Gop himſelf—let us not think of in- 
ferior aid; or of any poſſible purification, but 
from boundleſs mercy, 3 Him, who eter- 
nally was of Gop. 


SOMERSET. 


Henry, thy fervency affects my es foul, ' 
and excites a congenial cry within me. O 
that all remains of my impenitence were as | 
much done away, as thine? 


Hxxxv. 

And far more fully! T.have ſuffered, alſo 
moſt deeply, and moſt juſtly I hope, to ſome 
happy purpoſe of refinement ; but when I re- 
flect how much remains of me, that can never 


enter a celeſtial place, I tremble at the fear of 
the pains which are yet to come ! 


* 


SOMERSET. 


Were it poſſible for my deli iverance to be 
-wwrought out, by © pains yet to come,“ I ſurely 
"A | could 
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could do, what I have not yet been able to 
effect, as I wiſh—grve thanks! But I have 
_ injured my deſperate cauſe, by vindicating my- 
ſelf, and drawing, in my own favour, againſt 
a fellow-ſufferer, one ſhadow of a grain of 
righteouſneſs. 


HENRY. 

That, Somerſet, is the diſpoſition which be- 
fits our ſtate the beſt. We have nothing to- 
plead in extenuation of the guilt which hath» 
occaſioned our long and painful doom! And 
if there be any ultimate mercy for us, we muſt 
attain it through ſubmiſſive ſilence, and a peni- 
vence equal to the duration. of our ſuffering ;, 
which, however long and afflictive, is allotted 
to us, in the meaſure of heavenly Juſtice. 
| NonTHUMBERLAND. 


Your is now become inglorious as 
your doom; and if you have nothing more 
heroick to communicate, I ſhall take my leave 
of you! To play the coward at laſt, in theſe 
circumſtances, may accord with your former 
deeds; but my reſolves of bravery are invincible, 


03 FHaxzx. 
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HENRY, 


Thy th: Northumberland, may be thoſe 
of an hardened offender; but they can only 
_ increaſe thy torment; while Gop, who is 
' Judging thee in righteouſneſs, and is acquainted - 
with all thy thoughts, cannot, in the conſiſtency 
of his glorious attributes, ever grant thee par- 
don i in this thy ſtate of impenitence. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. | 


It will ſuffice me that my torment ſhall not 
really exceed yours, while my fortitude ſhall 


| make me your ſuperior. 


EL 
* 


SOMERSET. 


Talk not, Northumberland, of ſuperiority, 
in rebellion againſt thy Maker! The Devils 
_ themſelves, who believe and tremble, might be 
faved before us, in ſuch a hardened ſtate! The 
_ doctrine of endleſs torments may be realized; on 
| thoſe who /irive to maintain their infamy. I 
have . erred, moſt unhappily, by vindicating 
myſelf in a compariſon with thee; but I would 
do ſo no further: Gop is 1 i in greatneſs, 35 
| which requires our ſubmiſſion—infinite i in wiſ- 
dom, 
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dom, which requires our reverence—and in- 
finite in goodneſs, which requires our ac- 
knowledgments. We cannot acquit ourſelves 
in either, equally with His perfections; but let 
us, under our preſent ns N learn to do all 
we can! 5 
HENRY, | | 

Northumberland, relent, relent; if it be poſſi- 
ble for thee to bear an increaſe of thy puniſh- 
ment, without blaſphemy, what wilt thou yon? - 
If not, what wilt thou not loſe? 


a 


NorTHUMBERLAND. 

I have nothing now to loſe but my bravery; 
and as the prince of darkneſs, and all his hoſt, 
can ſuſtain themſelves by that, I ſhall have 
companions in my triumph! You pretend to 
hope for better fare therefore to your miſer- 
able hopes I ſhall leave you. | 


- 


Haun v. 


Not without our prayers for thee; they ſhall 
mingle with thoſe for ourſelves, and for all 
that exiſt under the puniſhment of a righteous 
condemnation! 
Nox rh. 
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'NoRTHUMBERLAND. 


Fare ye well, in your cowardice! 1 may 
never ſee you more; but if you think of me, 
conſider me not as one who wiſhes for ſociety 
with any, ſo baſe as ye have proyed yourſelves! 

[ Departing. 
| SOMERSET. 
Northumberland, do not depart thus! Thou 
wouldſt not go to greater wretchedneſs, deter- 
mined, as thou ſeemeſt, to triumph! If thou 
| haſt not relented, and wilt not relent, under 
the conſciouſneſs of thy ſins, and thy own 
mexited ſufferings ; yet conſider the tendencies 
of thy former deeds, and whether the ſufferings 
gt others, whom thy devices injured, may not 
call for thy remorſe. It was not, on earth, 
the part of a brave man to be untouched with 
calamities which he had brought on the inno- 
cent and the good! Haſt thou nothing of this 
kind to trouble thee, and to excite repentance? 
Thou carrieſt within thee a dark tormenting 
horror, which yet thou diſdaineſt to confeſs ; 
but wilt thou triumph, alſo, becauſe that horror 
has been the conſequence of ruin to thoſe wha 
never injured thee? „„ 
0 NoRruUu- 
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'NoRTHUMBERLAND. 
That, Somerſet, hath hit me to the quick} 


SpIRIT. 


[The inviſible ſpirit of Lord Guilford Dudly 
is ſuppoſed to exclaim—] © My father! my 
« father? O my moſt preſumptuous, unhappy 
father! Relent, and be not for ever at that 
« dreadful diſtance from me!“ 


Another gn 


[ The inviſible ſpirit of Lady Fane Gray is 
ſuppoſed alſo to exclaim—] * Thou, who by 
<« a falſe ambition procuredſt an ignominious 
« death for thy ſon; and for me the mortal 
& ſhadow of a crown, at the ſame time that 
thou cloſedſt up a life of trouble to thyſelf, 
«in a ſtate of impenitence before heaven! 
« how long wilt thou refuſe to be penitent?”? 


NoRTHUMBERLAND. 


Whom, alas! have I heard reprove me? 
Thoſe are the voices of the innocent, and the 
injured, indeed! Whither ſhall I now flee? 

How 
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| How ſhall I eſcape from all the wretchedneſs 
that my * nature can bear! 4 


Henry, 
What, Northumberland, haſt thou heard ? 


NoRTHUMBERLAND. | 
I perceive, then, the voices were only heard 
by me. "They were thoſe of my injured chil- 
dren—who are, undoubtedly, faints in the 
heavenly reſt; but made acquainted, for ſome 


. _ purpoſe of more affliction to me, with my ſtate 


of terror! 


Henry. 


I heard them not; but if thou haſt had a 
warning admonition. from an higher ſphere, re- 
gard it not as a ſign of evil, but of ſome good, 
to be yet attendant on thee: albeit thou haſt a 

large portion of miſery yet to come, before 
thy ſins can be ſufficiently atoned for, Purged, 
and conſumed away! 


win SOMERSET. 


Such, might I now preſume to counſel, 
would be my advice; but if, e 
| thou 


WORLD OF SPIRITS. 209 _ 


thou haſt been ſo ſignally admoniſhed, I muſt 
preſume to hope that our admonitions will -be 
the leſs neceſſary. If any thing which I have 
ſaid already, unworthy as I am, have prepared 


thee, but as an hair's-breadth, for better 
thoughts, my unhappineſs will be ſomewhat 


leſſened; and J will hope for better nn, 
as oy (hall * for better. 


| NoRTHUMBER LAND. 


But how ſhall I hope for relief, from better 
thoughts, when the injured monitors that ſpake 


to me are the tender children, whom my ambi- 


tion ruined? Henry! the ſtory of thoſe chil- 
dren, whom I embroiled, I fear, in bloody 
miſchief, would give thee new diſtreſs; it muſt 
be borne by myſelf alone, if I and this in- 
creaſed trouble can exiſt together! O Gop 
of juſtice! Thy terrors are indeed upon me! 


Thy judgment burns within me, while Thou 


yen art hid! 


HENRY, 


I have had enough, my friend, of earthly 
information; and unleſs by imparting thou 


could(t 
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couldſt leſſen thy own calamity, ſay nothing 
more; in condemnation of thyſelf. Thou art 
under the judgment of that righteous One, who 
knows all the malignity that may have polluted 
thy better thoughts. In His judgment only 
thou art now accountable: bear thy woes, in 

abaſement before Him, for from Him only can 
the poſſibility of help come. This may be a 
comparatively happy period of our preſent in- 

ter view! 


T he Gos of celeſtial ſpirits keep us from 
falling again into a ſtate of wrath! And 
bring us, with all who mourn in ſuch a tri- 
bulation, to the day of his heavenly power, 
and the light of his eternal mercy! We 
now muſt part: my ſummons draws me again 
to ſolitude—to wander—where hope is but 
another name for gloom! 


SOMERSET. 
And mine alſo; but, O Henry! I fear that 
the gloom, yet to be endured by me, is darker! 


VNoxrhu w 
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m 


With trembling, not with pride, I now bid 
you farewell To miſery, far more than 
gloom, 7 muſt turn away O ye ſpirits, that 
dwell in diſcord, torment me not But 
thou, moſt righteous Gor, who canſt only 
puniſh them that were 'once thy creatures, for 
a purpoſe of good, that ſhall reſt far below Thy- 
| elf, (for Thou canſt not be pleaſed with the 
endleſs torment of ſuch as I am) give me, of 

thy mighty and infinite power, to call upon thy 
terrible name! That in all my anguiſh, I may 

remember Thee and, of thy mercy, be delivered 
from „the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever!“ 


brlaLOGUE 


DIALOG UB bk 


DD AposTLE PAUL, and a PROTESTANT 
MARTYR. 


: APOSTLE. | : 
N all this multitude of happy ſpirits, with 
whom we are permitted to have our celeſtial 
abode, I have been reflecting that no two coun- 
tenances have an exact reſemblance of each 
other, any more than I could formerly obſerve 
among the inhabitants of the earth: yet all par- 
take of joy from the one ſource of rejoicing! 
- The very thought of that is a ſubje& of de- 
light. Thou, my friend, whoſoever thou art, 
haſt a peculiar caſt of ſerenity; thy reward is 
undoubtedly a rich one, and I congratulate 
thee upon it, moſt feelingly! But tell me, if 
thou canſt without pain to thyſelf, whence 
thou cameſt from thy firſt ſtate of exiſtence, 


MARTYR. 
| I was a poor proteſtant chriſtian miniſter, 
who ſuffered martyrdom on the earth, in a 
| | notable 
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notable maſſacre, inflicted on one chriſtian coi- 
munity by another; on the eve of a religious 
feaſt, about fifteen centuries after the apoſtles, 

| APoOsTLE. 


I was. acquainted with martyrdom. I alſo 
was a martyr. Thou mayeſt have heard of 
me, for my life was not ſpent in a corner. I 
was born in Tarſus, "0 my name was Paul. 


. | 
Indeed I have—I have largely read of thy 


character, and of thoſe writings attributed to 


thee. From them, as well as from thoſe of 
thy brother apoſtles, I learned much of the 
cconomy of chriſtian miniſtry, and the forti- 
tude of the chriſtian faith, Many have been 
the followers of thy doctrines, as thou pro- 
feſſedſt to follow the example of JIEsus. 


APOSTLE. 


Tam not without hope, in this glorified ſtate, 
that my labours were made effectual to the ſal- 
vation of ſome, who lived with'me upon the | 
earth, and who may have ſucceeded me in tri- 

a bulation 
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| bulation there; but had I that period to paſs 


through again, with the celeſtial knowledge 


that I have ſince gained, I might ſtill be a more : 


uſeful, —a more pure and divine teacher 
| 67% . 1 


That! is poſſible, and indeed I do not won- 
der at thy thinking ſo, after thy experience of 
this more perfect ſtate. My own, perhaps far 
inferior, capacity for heavenly wiſdom, can diſ- 

cern an abundant difference between what I 
am, and what I was. But that was a ſtate of 
infancy, in celeſtial knowledge and love. And 
though thou waſt a father in the militant 


church, in compariſon of multitudes engaged 


in that warfare—and waſt diſtinguiſhed for di- 


vine eloquence. and fervency—l perceived; ac- 


cording to thy own confeſſion, that thou ſome- 
times ſpakeſt as a man of human prudence, 
rather than as an oracle of divinity. 


3 APOSTLE. T2 
1 did fo; but, perhaps, in ſome ſtates of my 
mind I ſoake enough alſo of fallible aſſurance. 
I was undoubtedly, after a miraculous con- 
Vor. III. EL verſion, 
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verſion, an inſtrument of divine communica- 
tion, and had in my real experience the fer- 
vent ſpirit of piety. But while I was in the 
body, I was human, and liable to infirmity. 
In that ſtate I was ſometimes largely convinced 
of it; but afterwards much more abundantly ! 


MarTYR, 
Various were the ſentiments formed he 


men, before and in my time, reſpecting the 


preciſe and comparative inſpiration of the 
apoſtles; and almoſt endleſs the commentaries 
made on their writings, to prove, or to refute, 
different ſyſtems of religion; and it often hap- 
pened, that men of directly oppoſite ſentiments 
religiouſly concluded themſelves ſupported from 

the ſame ſource of authority. 5 


h 


And fo you had our writings handed down : 
to that period, and in religious uſe among you. 


M ARTYR. 


We had; and after thoſe - gs: of our 
Lord Trove ChRISTH, which were included 
l | in 
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in your teſtimonies, yours were regarded as the- 
facred documents of all the different chriſtian 
communities. All agreed generally in regard- 
ing them as divine; but differences often aroſe 
about their particular import. 


y 
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That I forefaw might be the caſe among 
our ſucceſſors in the miniſtry; for even my is 
brother apoſtles and myſelf diſagreed in ſomes if 
inſtances ; particularly in external matters, re- | 


lative to the law, and the ſignificance of Jewiſh, 5 
peculiarities. 


A | 


So i it appeared to ſome of us on the earth, : 
and in my time I remember it ſtood recorded 

in our ſcriptures, and in words ſet down as 
thine, that thou ww:zh/?ood/7 a brother apoſtle © to 

4 the face, becauſe he was to be blamed; but 
| we were not without our doubts, that in ſome 
inſtances, the apoſtles* words were a little varied 
from their original ſenſe, to anfwer ſome oc- 
caſional views of early thurchmen. 


— 


P a2  . Aber... 
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Apos TIE. 


Ir is poſtible 3 you might be ſornetimes right 
in your conjectures ; but as to the paſſage 
quoted, I believe it was ſo written and upon 
that occaſion we parted, © walking no more 
c together.” We both, I conclude, believed 
ourſelves reſpeCtively right; but it could be no 
otherwiſe ſo, than by furniſhing an inſtance to 
prove, that infallibility was not an eſſential 
quality in the apoſtolick character, merely as 
diſtin from other men; as ſhewing a reaſon 
to the church for mutual forbearance; or, as 
a proof that the eſſential part of the chriſtian 
religion conſiſted not in a preciſe external uni- 
formity. But perhaps our ſentiments, or 1 
may rather ſay my ſentiments, about infallibi- 
lity and uniformity, were as liable as any to 
perverſion ; for 1 had much natural fire! 


Marr. 


1 conclude thep were; for we diſcovered on 
earth, in my days, and it ſeemed to have been 
the caſe in preceding ages, a very general diſ- 
poſition, in religious profeſſors, to avail them- 
Alves of all ſanction for dominion over the 
ELTINES 
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conſciences of their fellow-beings. And I 
often privately regretted, that ſeeing there was 
ſuch a reluctance to ſuffering one paſſage of 
ſcripture, or doctrine, to explain another in a 
liberal and worthy ſenſe, there ſhould have been 
any poſſibility of miſconſtruction, or any marks 
of e in the ſacred W ! 


w 


_ APOSFLE. 


| Perfection | is a ſtate much to be defired:; in 
any ſtage of rational exiſtence; but it apper- 
tained not to human nature, however refined, 
or capable of refinement : the perfection to 
which we aſpired, and exhorted our fellow 
beings, was comparative, —and, in compariſon of 
intelligences in ſuperior ſpheres, might well 
have been deemed inſignifieant as. that of our 
preſent ſtate is, in compariſon with the higheſt 
orders of beings. Vet we were right! in deem- 
ing the higheſt poſſible attainment of love 
and wiſdom, to be our duty, and our greateſt 
happineſs, in the body. Our duty in this re- 
ſpect could not have been diſcharged, nor any 
ſubſtantial happineſs attained, without ſetting 
before us a purpoſe of advancement, towards 
even the divine perfection itſelf, The expe- 
F3 rience 
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rience of gaod, I mean of wmnwverd delight, which 
was conſequent on every reſiſtance of evil, and 
every conqueſt over evil propenſity, produced 
an —— of ſoul for the completion of con- 
queſt, both in ourſelves and thoſe to whom 
ue miniſtered. The means by which we were 


cConſcious of improvement, became a kind of 


ſtandard of divine regulation, which, ſome- 
times without a poſitive aſſurance of particular 


inſpiration, we were naturally prone to conſider 


as indiſpenſible, or divinely fixed for the human 
race. And though it was poſhble for us to be 

the ſubjects of immediate divine inſpiration 
1. e. the recipients of a power and wiſdom, 
| which we could not obtain by common reflec- 


tion and rational exertion ; and though we 


undoubtedly were ſo influenced on many oc- 
caſions; yet, being human—being men of like 
'paſhons with our fellow men, we ſometimes 
_ tpake the language of infirmity. Neither per- 


aps was it in our power, I mean within our 


inſpired ability, preciſely to diſtinguiſh when 
we were under ftricdy divine infallible influ- 
ence, and when we were not. It was ſufficient 
- for our character, as ſervants, as inſtruments 
f * tat our — Father knew; 


and 
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and that his power was ſufficient to ſecure every | 
. purpoſe of his own providence, through us! 


MAR TTR. 


| Theſe truths are equally worthy of thy ex- 
alted ſtate ſince out of the body, and ſatisfac- 
tory to one who was a ſufferer by the malice of 
miſguided zeal; for though I am abundantly 
fatisfied, independabe of this communication, 
that the conſequences of apoſtolick doctrines 
were, in ſome inſtances, ſuch as the apoſtles 
would themſelves have been aſtoniſhed and 
afflicted at, could they have foreſeen them, yet 
is it exceedingly delightful to me to converſe 
with one of them, in a ſtate, wherein their 


wiſdom is enlarged and perfected! The trouble 


and pains of ſuch ſufferings as mine, were 
grievous on earth, for a moment; but when 
we feel the immenſe counterbalance of all ſuf- 
fering, which now attends us, we have no 
longer, on our own account, any cauſe of re- 
gret, that our path was once thorny and afflic- 
tive. Neither can I, as a late martyr, attribute 
my earthily ſufferings ſo much to any neceſſary 
. of apoſtolical imperfection in doc- 

trine, 
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vine, as to the general perverſeneſs of human 
nature, which perſecuted the apoſtles them- 


ſelves, and inflicted :heir ſhare of thoſe ſufferi 
which the Lord JESUS bore! | mM 


APOSTLE. 


* he r of the Lord 1 were in- 
er a moſt inconceivable proof, of the per- 
verſeneſs and depravity of that world! That a 
character perfectly divine and merciful, breath- 
ing nothing but benevolence, and, the eſſence 
of celeſtial love, ſhould be liable to calumny 
and perſecution, from beings incapable of any 
happineſs but through him, is a ſubject that 
might well affect the heavenly angels them- 
ſelves! No wonder, then, if his oracles were 
perverted and blaſphemed, and himſelf treated 
as a malefactor, that the pureſt of our precepts 
ſhould be perverted! No wonder, that our diſ- 


proportionate wiſdom and labours ſhould be 


ineffectual to an holy reformation! But Gop, 
only powerful and infinitely gracious, can 
change the. malignity of a mortal will, and, 
when He ſhall pleaſe, turn the hearts of on. 
nite ages of tranſgreſſors, to the acknowledg- 
ment of himſelf, and make an univerſal heaven 


'T his 
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This is a poſſibility which fills my contempla- 
tions with a fervent delight. This is the theme 
which I conclude is connected with eder 
the W celeffinl regions! 


| Marys, 5 


Undoubtsdhy ſo; and of which 1 rejoice i in 
the conſciouſneſs ky! ſome conception | 


APoSTLE, 


But not to aſpire to the hidden, exleſtial 
councils: let us advert, again, to the remaining 
imperfection. of inferior exiſtences - for, from 
the yet remaining valley of the ſhadow of death, 
mult a part of /uch a general redemption be; 


and the loweſt ſalvable ſtate of intelligence is | 


under the ſupreme notice; therefore not too 

low for us to be concerned for. I obſerved in 
thy account of thy ſituation on the earth, 
that thou declaredſt thyſelf to have been a pro- 


teſlant martyr: pray what am I to underſtand 
by . | 


An rn 


The name of proteſtant was firſt given to a 
few profeſſors of the chriſtian religion | in the 


German | 


— 


224 DiAlocuEs IN THE 


German territories, who protefled againſt arbi- 
trary power, in the religious decrees of ſome 
_ Princes of the Romiſh Church. (This hap- 
pened about half an age before left the world.) 

And after that event, thoſe who teſtified againſt 
the Romiſh Church, were ranked under the 


__— name of proteflants. 


APOSTLE. 


I learn, then, from thy account, that Rome 
gave name to a JO chriſtian church? 


MaRTYR. 


Ves, it was ſo; but though ſhe gained much 
diſtinction, and ee it for a ſucceſſion 
of ages, ſometimes being more, and ſometimes 
leſs celebrated for her antiquity, and the mag- 
nificence of her eſtabliſhment; ſhe came at 
length to be loudly complained of by a multi- 
e of chriſtians, as a church that had gra- 
dually become the creature of power, luxury, 
and intolerance; a church that ſpread herſelf 
under the pretended banners of apoſtolical 
authority; dating her prieſthood, in a direct 
line from St. Peter, whom ſhe affected to con- 
r ier 


* 
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| Kder as her tutelar angel, and keeper of the | 
n. 


bett e Arosrix. 
What, my brother Peter, my fellow-labourer 


in the goſpel, a keeper of the keys of heaven! 


Was it poflible that ſuch a power ſhould be 
aſſigned. to him; and a large body of chriſtian 
profeſſors, for a ſucceſſion of ages, believe him 
do be veſted with ſuch an office? I may well 
fear, then, that if 7 obtained among after-ages 
no ſych imaginary dignity, yet that ſome of 
my doctrines were ſtrangely _ if 
| 2 wreſted to unhappy purpoſes ! 


MARTYR. 5 


That, indeed, ſeems to have been ha 
in ſome particular inſtances, eſpecially with re- 
gard to church authority; and I know not 

whether more ſtreſs was not laid on fome of 

thy expreſſions, to the corruption of chriſtian 
ſimplicity and meekneſs, than on all the do- 
cuments of the other apoſtles put together. 

There was, if I rightly remember, a paſſage 

in the conduben of the laſt book contained in 

.» 
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the canon of aim intitled Revelatiiny of 
John the Divine, which exceeded moſt others 
in poſitiveneſs ; but though the language was 
bold and threatening! i it ſeems to have had no 
remarkable effect in the inſtigation of human 
malignity. The paſſage 1 allude to is this :— 
« I teſtify unto every man that heareth- the 
& words of the prophecy of this book, if any 
< man ſhall add unto-;theſe things, Gop ſhall 
« add-unto him the plagues that are written in 
this book. And if any man ſhall take away 
| & fromthe words of the book of this prophecy, 

« Gop ſhall take his part out of the book of 
N 6c * and out of the holy city, &.“ | 


APOSTLE, 


1&; not remember the writing alluded to, 

| Ws perhaps I never ſaw it. Was it on ſubjects | 
of practical virtue, and reſpecting points of 
rational conſideration? (But I ſhould, indeed, 
rather ſuppoſe etherwiſc, tom its title.) 


MARTYR... 


No: that is not characteriſtick of the 
beok of Revelations, It is highly figurative, 
viſionary, 
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viſionary, and prophetical; and contains many 
things, which, as Peter once faid of thy wri- 


tings, are © hard to be underſtood” But 


undoubtedly it contains much grandeur of 
ne and . of Nag ge eter 


.- Apoarans: L I 80 

1 RE b the character of an; he was 

a meek and Jowly diſciple, and a peculiar fayo- 
rite of his heavenly maſter; and I believe he 
would have been one of the laſt of men to 


ſet down any thing with intentional arrogance: 


but the character thou giveſt of the writing 


itſelf, may be conſidered, -perhaps, as a true 


reaſon, why the writer uſed thoſe poſitive ex- 
preſſions which thou haſt quoted. That which 


is not adapted for human comprehenſion may, 


indeed, be madneſs; but it may be ſuperior 
wiſdom, and heavenly illumination. A wiſe 
man, on earth, will not ſuppoſe the former, 
while the latter may be true; and while con- 


curring circumſtances of the ſanctity and wiſ- 


dom of the author render it probable. The 
happineſs which Our Heavenly Father intends 
to reſult, from tlie rehgion of his probationary 


creatures, muſt ever be leſſened in proportion 


as 
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Zs they ſet Revelation at naught, and adhere 


tothe rational ſuggeſtions of their own minds; 


minds which are ſo ſtrongly prone to favour 
the gratification of the ſenſes, whether in 
impurity of defire, in luxury, in covetouſneſs, 
in ambition, or revenge. And yet, would men 
be ſufficiently ſerious in their attention, they 
would find, that there is abundant room to 
exerciſe the rules which I once was inſpired to 
lay down among them: Let every man be 
“ fully perſuaded 1 in his own mind.” « What- 
ever is not of faith, is fin.” I fay inſpired; 
| becauſe, though the words themſelves are not 
remarkable for ſublimĩty, or any thing ſtrongly 
characteriſtick of Heaven, yet have they an 
heavenly ſoundneſs of doctrine; and I remem- 
ber the fervent conviction with which I uttered 
them. Happier might it have been for the 
ſucceeding church, had my precepts of be- 
lief been always confined to ſuch a fimplicity 
of language, and had I been lefs poſitive in 
ſome of my expreſſions, wherein I alluded to 
the ſtrict uniformity of the divine will, and the 

penalty annexed to fome kinds of deviation 
from uniformity in the church ; ſome particu- 
lar words of mine, which thy repetition of 
| John's 
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John's expreſſions now bring to my remem- 


brance, often recurred to my mind, when it 


was too late to recall them: perhaps thou re- 
membereſt them: I think they were written to 
the Galatian Church. . 


" But though we, or an n angel from 1 
ce preach any other goſpel unto you than that 
« which we have preached unto you, let him 


« he accurſed.—As we ſaid before, ſo ſay 1 now 


again, if any man preach any other goſpel 


<« unto you than that ye have received, let him 
ce be accurjed * My views were to prevent 


ſchiſms in the church, and to fix the minds of 


men to thoſe principles which I believed to be 
divine and eternal; but I am now convinced 
that there was a fervor of zeal expreſſed, which, 
even in ſuch a character as mine, was not the 


moſt calculated to produce the heavenly amity, 
propoſed * the goſpel. 


MARTYR, 


I remember that paſſage well; and though I 


revered thy character 1 and felt the ann 


* See Gal. i. 5, 9. 
divine 
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divine force of many of. thy poſitive precepts, 
I could not think on thoſe words without ſome 
degree of regret, that they ſhould have been 
tranſmitted to poſterity, From the evidence, 
among men, which reſulted from hiſtory, and 
from reaſons which were plainly deducible 
from human nature, and the operations ' of 
divine grace, it ſeemed clear, that the beſt effects 
were produced on earth by expreſſions of love, 
and tender ſolicitation. A harſhneſs of lan- 
guage, in a teacher of that religion that was 
only deſigned to humble the rational mind, 
ſoften the human heart, and refine the affec- 
tions, was liable to miſconſtruction and re- 
a e in W to its barſhnefs. 


But there was another paſſage, either truly 
or injuriouſly attributed to thee, that ſeems to 


. have had a much more fatal effect in the 


church, which was this to the Corinthians: 
« Deliver ſuch an one unto Satan for the de- 
ce ſtruction of the fleſh, that the ſpirit may be 
“ faved in the day of the Lord JESUS.“ Some 
commentators on the text uſed to conſtrue it in 
a comparatively een Hoke as only mean- 
| ing excommunication from the church, to give 


O cr 
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over the offender to his in ward enemy, or leave 
him to his own unhappy reflections; that 
through the miſery of that kind of rejection, 
he may the ſooner deſire to be reformed, 
and ſo perhaps be the ſooner fitted for the how 
of judgment. Others have thought that the 
inceſtuous Corinthian, who was the object of 
that particular cenſure, was ſo groſs an offen- 
der, as to warrant that particular conſignment 

to miſery, But too. many readers ſeemed 
to underſtand it as a general licence to the 

heads of churches, or thoſe poſſeſſing power, to 
_ inflict corporal puniſhment. . And the church 
of Rome, which I before mentioned, made a 
dreadful uſe of the ſanction, which her prieſts, 
the pretended infallible ſucceſſors. of St. Peter, 
inferred, as held forth in ſuch a precedaneous 
exhortation. So great was the intolerance and 
cruelty of that church, which ſtiled herſelf the 
Mother, and the Catholick Church, that ſhe 
often, in the moſt fatal ſenſe of the words, 
delivered over mankind to Satan for the deſtruc- 

tion of the fleſh. To enumerate the perſecu- 
tions which ſhe inflited, under the profeſſion 
of puniſhing the body for the good of the ſoul, were 
an endleſs repetition of horror. Such was the 
Vor. W ſpirit 
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ſpirit ef that flaughter, in which 1 lot amy 
earthly exiſterice; ind I have been informed 
- that more than ſeverity thouſind human beings 
were then put to death, within a ſiiall diſtrict. 

Such was the refult of 'erforicous' opifliens of 


authority, far; as thou _ from n on 
iiſuleats them! 


- Abbay 12 f. e e e Lenka 

F. ar, indeed, 1 was! My zeal for the Ned. 
ing of a religion which I thought ſo much 
connected with the duty and good of mankind 
was great; and had power of compulſion. and 
the chriſtian churches, I have unde thei ght it 
would have been a tem̃ptation, even to the i in- 
ſpired miniſters of heaven. But we were not 
tried: how it may have been permitted alter 
wards, our ſucceſſors better Knew. 


MART VR. 


„ Among the many accounts that ſtood re- 

3 corded in the world, in my days, of the flu 
ations and convulſions of religion, we ere 
not * area proof, that power and 
i Ae i 


WoRLtD or Srilirs. 8 233 


| denden were too generally companions nor 
is it to be expected that a world, which has ever 
been in diſorder, will univerſally be reformed, 
but by the authoritative miraculous interpoſi- 
tion of that glorious Being, who has all power 
in his hands! But as univerſal love, and uni- 
verſal firmplicity of devotion, are within the 
Fiat of our moſt wife and merciful Father; 


Ve are priviteged to hope; at leaſt; that this our oY 


| heavenly ſociety will be ultimately joined, by 
all beings; that are eapable of receiving refine. 


15 | ment from an infinite influetice | Such are 


the ſentiments on which I dwell with delight, 
when I contemplate the poſſibilities of heavenly 


goodneſs beyond my own particular emjoymerit = 


of this felicity ! To the ſource eternal of all feli- 


City, and of all glory, be aſcribed thankſgiving — 


and Praiſe 


Aros IE. 7 
Such is the proper theme of heaven ; of all 
happy gradations of created exiftences—up to 
the neareſt reſemblance of the nature of Gop 
- himſelf! The earneſt of that felicity which we 


received under the perils of the mortal body, 55 


as the reward of our faithfulneſs, however im- 
| perfect, 


<- 4 
3 
3 
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perfect, was glorious! 15 But the « deat weight 


. of glory,” that is zow revealed; and Which, 


according to the attributes of the. holy One, 
may ever be revealed and augmented, ſhall not 
only compenſate for our neceſſary remembrance 
of imperfection; but give us ſome part in the 
| interceſſion of Ixsus, for all the children of 
diſobedience !—for all them who ſhall © here 
0 after ee on * 50 life everlaſting 5 


1 1-8 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 

ee inviſible, the only wiſe Gon, the bleſſed and 
< only potentate,—who only hath immortality 
« dwelling in the light, - be honour and g1oTy, | 
« for ever and ever. Aen.“ 5 


